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INTRODUCTION TO LID NONSTRUCTURAL BEST

MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

A core concept of LID is preventing stormwater
runoff by integrating site design and planning
techniques that preserve natural systems and
hydrologic functions, protect open spaces, as well
as conserve wetlands and stream corridors on a site.
This introductory segment provides detailed
technical information on integrating nonstructural
Best Management Practices (BMPs) early into the
site design process.

The nonstructural BMPs are:
e Cluster-Type development,
e Minimize soil compaction,
e Minimize total disturbed area,
e Protect natural flow pathways,
e Protect riparian buffers,
* Protect sensitive areas,
» Reduce impervious surfaces, and
e  Stormwater disconnection.

Specifically, this introductory segment discusses:
e The benefits of using nonstructural BMPs,
e The process for selecting nonstructural
BMPs, and
* An overview of the format and contents of
BMP fact sheets.

Green Development Standards
The primary LID characteristic of nonstructural
BMPs is preventing stormwater runoff from the
site. This differs from the goal of structural BMPs
which is to help mitigate stormwater-related
impacts after they have occurred.

More specifically, nonstructural BMPs take
broader planning and design approaches, which
are less “structural” in their form. Many
nonstructural BMPs apply to an entire site and
often to an entire community, such as wetland
protection through a community wetland
ordinance. They are not fixed or specific to one
location. Structural BMPs, on the other hand, are

decidedly more location specific and explicit in
Qeirphysical form. /

Benefits of using nonstructural

BMPs

There are numerous benefits of incorporating
nonstructural BMPs into a site. While individual
benefits are discussed in detail under each BMP,
there are many benefits that apply to most, if not all,
of the nonstructural BMPs. These include:

* Reduced land clearing costs,

« Reduced costs for total infrastructure,

* Reduced total stormwater management
costs,

e Enhanced community and individual lot
aesthetics, and

» Improved overall marketability and property
values.

The following steps are used to integrate LID into
the site design process:

Step 1 - Property acquisition and use analysis
Step 2 - Inventory and evaluate the site

Step 3 - Integrate municipal, county, state, and
federal requirements

Step 4 - Develop initial concept design using
nonstructural BMPs

Step 5 - Organize pre-submission meeting and site
visit with local decision makers

Step 6 - Incorporate revisions to development
concept

Step 7 - Apply structural BMP selection process
Step 8 - Apply the LID calculation methodology

Step 9 - Develop the preliminary site plan
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BMP Selection Process

This introductory segment and the nonstructural
BMP fact sheets that follow focus on Step 4 in the
site design process for LID to develop the initial
concept design using nonstructural BMPs. Selection
of nonstructural BMPs should focus on information
gathered in Steps 1-3 of the site design process.
Following are specific questions and issues to
provide guidance in the selection process.

e How is the property being used? A
residential development may have more
applicability for certain nonstructural BMPs
than other land uses. For example, cluster
development is an applicable BMP for
residential development, but may be less
used in more urban situations.

What natural features are on site? A
thorough site inventory will provide the
necessary information to assess the ability to
implement many of the BMPs, including
preserving sensitive and riparian areas.

e What local, county, state, and other
regulations need to be met? A review of
local, county, state, and other regulations
can also provide guidance on selecting the
right mix of nonstructural BMPs.

Overview of the Format of the BMP
Fact Sheets

Each BMP fact sheet begins with a summary sheet
that provides a quick overview of the BMP. The
ratings contained in the summary sheet have been
condensed to general categories (High, Medium,
and Low) with these summary ratings often
discussed in more detail in the detailed information
segment of the fact sheet. Stormwater Quality
Functions are based on a compilation of recent
national/international  studies rating pollutant
removal performance.

Following the summary sheet, a series of detailed
information on the BMP is provided which
includes:

Variations

Discusses the variations to the BMP, if applicable.
Examples include alternatives in design that can
increase storage capacity or infiltration rates.

Applications
Indicates land use types for which the BMP is
applicable or feasible.

Design Considerations

This section includes a list of technical procedures
to be considered when designing for the individual
BMP. This specific design criteria is presented,
which can assist planners in incorporating LID
techniques into a site design, as well as provide a
basis for reviewers to evaluate submitted LID
techniques.

Stormwater Calculations and

Functions

Provides specific guidance on achieving sizing
criteria, volume reduction, and peak rate mitigation,
as applicable. This section also references the Post-
Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards which discusses
in detail how to achieve a specific standard or
implement measures that contribute to managing
water onsite in a more qualitative manner.

Construction Guidelines

Provides a typical construction sequence for
implementing the BMP. However, it does not
specifically address soil erosion and sedimentation
control procedures. Erosion and sediment control
methods need to adhere to the construction BMP
requirements contained in the Technical Standards
document and the latest requirements of IDEM’s
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (Rule 5)
Program.

Maintenance
Provides guidance on recommended maintenance
procedures for the BMP.
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Winter Considerations
Discusses how well the BMP performs in Indiana’s
cold climate.

Cost

Provides general cost information for comparison
purposes. If specific dates of costs are not
referenced in this section, the costs reflect 2007
conditions.

Designer/Reviewer’s Checklist
Developed to assist a designer and or reviewer in
evaluating the critical components of a BMP that is

being designed. It references not only individual
design considerations, but also suggests review of
additional pertinent sections of the Technical
Standards that may need to be considered for
implementation of that BMP.

References

Provides a list of sources of information utilized in
the creation of this section of the manual. This list
also provides additional sources that can be used for
additional information.
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Each fact sheet includes a summary sheet and additional detailed information regarding the BMP:

BMP Fact Sheet

TITLE

Short definition of BMP

Applications — Indicates in what type of land use BMP is applicable or
feasible (Yes, No, or Limited).

Stormwater Quantity Functions — Indicates how well the BMP functions
in mitigating stormwater management criteria (High, Medium, or Low).

Stormwater Quality Functions — Indicates how well the BMP performs
in terms of pollutant removal (High, Medium, or Low).

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Volume
. Groundwater

Commercial
Recharge

Ultra Urban Peak Rate

Industrial Stormwater Quality Functions
TSS - Total

Retrofit Suspended
Solids

Highway/Road ;E o s;(r)]t:rlu S
TN or NO3 - Total

Recreational Nitrogen/Nitrate
Temperature

Additional Considerations
Cost — Indicates whether cost is high, medium or low by the following
categories

* High - adds more than 5% to total project cost

e Medium - adds 1-5% to total project cost

» Low — adds less than 1% to total project cost

@riations (optional) \

Lists of variations to the BMP if
applicable

Key Design Features
Bulleted list of information that is
key to the design of BMP

Site Factors (optional)
List of specific factors that relate to
BMP performance

o Water table/bedrock separation
distance

e Soil type

o Feasibility on steeper slopes

e Applicability on potential
hotspots (e.g., brownfields)

Benefits
List of benefits directly related to
implementing the BMP

Limitations
List of site constraints associated
with implementation

\_ J

Maintenance — Indicates level of maintenance required to maintain BMP (High, Medium, or Low).

» High - Maintenance intensive (i.e., year-round maintenance)
e Medium - Several times per year
e Low — One time per year

Winter Performance — Indicates if BMP provides equivalent performance throughout the winter (High,

Medium, or Low)
* High - BMP performs very well in winter conditions
* Medium - BMP has reduced performance in winter conditions

e Low — BMP still performs in winter conditions, but performance is significantly reduced.
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Detailed Information - As indicated earlier, more detailed information regarding each BMP, including
Description and Function, Variations, Applications, Design Considerations, Stormwater Calculations and
Functions, Construction Guidelines, Maintenance, Winter Considerations, Cost, Designer/Reviewer Checklist,
References, and Credits and Acknowledgments will follow the summary sheet.

Credits and Acknowledgments

This introductory segment and the fact sheets that follow have been developed by Christopher B. Burke
Engineering, LLC, and are primarily based upon similar segments contained in “Low Impact Development
Manual for Michigan: A Design Guide for Implementers and Reviewers” published in 2009 by the Southeast
Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG). A selection of material contained in the noted SEMCOG
publication has been modified to reflect conditions in Indiana and used, with permission, for development of this
introductory segment and the fact sheets that follow. The valuable contribution of SEMCOG through sharing of
this material for use in this introductory segment and the fact sheets that follow are hereby acknowledged.
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BMP Fact Sheet

CLUSTER-TYPE DEVELOPMENT

Cluster-type development (also known as open space development)
concentrates development on smaller lots on a portion of a larger site.
Clustering allows the site planner to avoid resource sensitive and constrained
areas at a site, such as steep slopes and water-sensitive areas including riparian
buffers, wetlands, and floodplains without sacrificing the level of
development. Clustering reduces the amount of required infrastructure and
various development-related costs. Clustering lends itself to residential
development, with greatest potential in municipalities where large-lot
residential development is typical. Clustering can reduce total impervious area
and total disturbed areas at development sites, thereby reducing stormwater
peak rates of runoff, reducing total volume of runoff, and reducing nonpoint
source pollutant loads.

Figure 1 Pmehill eelopment, Iymout, MA (MA Office of nergy and Environmental
Affairs)

Potential Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Yes Volume High
: Groundwater .
*

Commercial Yes Recharge High
Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate High
Industrial Limited Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit No TSS High
Highway/Road No TP High
Recreational Limited NO: High

Temperature High

*Depending upon site size, constraints, and other factors.

Additional Considerations

Cost Low
Maintenance Low/Med
Winter Performance High

(Variations \

o Clustering as an option

o Clustering mandated by
the municipality

o Clustering with incentives
such as density bonuses

Key Design Features

e Develop inventory

e Map sensitive areas

o Reduce total site
disturbance and develop
cluster plan

e Increase undisturbed open
space

Benefits
e Reduces required
infrastructure
e Increases open space
e Protects environmentally
sensitive natural resources

Limitations
o Site specific based on land
topography and individual
conditions

\_ J
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Description and Function

Cluster-type development is driven by reducing
minimum lot size, though not necessarily changing
the total number of lots or amount of development
occurring. As lot sizes decrease, the portion of the
site which remains as undisturbed open space
increases. If clustering is done carefully, this
remaining open space can and should include those
areas which are most sensitive environmentally
and/or which offer special value functions not
otherwise protected from development (e.g., high-
guality woodlands areas).

Variations

One variation to a typical cluster-type development
allows for a density bonus to incentivize use of this
technique. A density bonus allows for additional
lots to be added to the site beyond what the yield
plan would show with a conventional subdivision.
Proponents of this method state that allowing an
additional lot or two may be the incentive needed to
increase implementation of this technique.
Opponents of this variation state that a density
bonus is not needed since the development already
costs less due to less stormwater and transportation
infrastructure.

A second clustering variation for municipalities to
consider, subject to legal review, is establishing
clustering as the baseline requirement, at least in
some zoning categories. Conventional non-
clustered development would still be an option
(variance, conditional use, etc.), but only if a variety
of performance standards are satisfied.

A third variation for consideration relates to the
nature and extent of development types subject to
clustering provisions. As discussed above, single-
family  residential  development at  lower
densities/on larger lots is ready-made for clustering.
However, clustering concepts can provide LID
benefits in larger corporate office parks, in retail
centers, and other uses. Often this clustering
concept takes on its own nomenclature e.g., New
Urbanist, Smart Growth, Planned Integrated
Development, and others. In these cases, not only
are individual lots reduced in size, but the physical
form of the development typically undergoes

change (i.e., 50,000 square feet of retail can move
from a one-story box to stacked development with a
much different New Urbanist configuration).
Depending upon the nature and extent of the uses
involved, “clustering” of nonresidential uses (e.g.,
daytime offices with evening/ weekend retail), if
carefully planned can offer potential for reduced
parking requirements.

Applications

Residential Clustering

The most common clustering option is residential
clustering on new development. Figure 2
illustrates a more traditional development scenario
where lots are placed across the entire site. In this
example, the lot and house placement does avoid
major natural features such as floodplain and
wetlands, but still substantially encroaches into
woodlands and riparian buffer features. Such a
development layout (“yield plan”) provides an
estimate of a site’s capacity to accommodate lots
and houses at the base density hypothetically
allowed under a local zoning ordinance.

P

Figure 2 Conventional Development
Source: Growing Greener: Putting Conservation into Local
Codes Natural Lands Trust, Inc., 1997

Figure 3 illustrates a “density-neutral” approach to
clustering, where the number of lots and houses is
held constant at 18 lots; however, the lot size has
been reduced significantly allowing for 50 percent
of open space area.
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Figure 3 Clustered Development
Source: Growing Greener: Putting Conservation into Local
Codes. Natural Lands Trust, Inc., 1997

Nonresidential Clustering

Conventional nonresidential development (e.g.,
retail commercial development) can also be
configured in the form of low-rise (one story),
relatively low-density strip or “big box” centers.

Design Considerations

The design process for implementing clustering at a
proposed development site can occur in a variety of
ways. Randall Arendt’s Growing Greener: Putting
Conservation into Local Codes (1997) provides
clustering guidance in several straightforward steps.
The process typically begins with the applicant
applying existing conventional code to the site with
any necessary net outs to develop a “yield plan.”
The purpose is to determine how many units can be
developed conventionally:

e Step 1: Identify land to be protected: Primary
conservation areas,
0 Identify land to be protected: Secondary
conservation areas, and
0 Delineate potential development area.

e Step 2: Locate house sites on potential
development area

e Step 3: Connect with streets and trails
e Step 4: Draw in lot lines

A major issue to address is the extent to which a
clustering process is consistent with local ordinance
requirements. How many house sites, and with what
lot size, are going to be located in the potential
development area?

If the existing local code is fully flexible, applicants
can comprehensively “zone out” primary and
secondary conservation areas and be confident that
the baseline “yield plan” unit count can be loaded
into the potential development area at whatever lot
size is necessary (some applicants/developers
believe that smaller lots translate into less valuable
and marketable units and are reluctant to make
considerable reductions in lot sizes). Often,
however, such reduced lot sizes are less than the
local ordinance allows. In such cases, the applicant
is motivated to reduce primary and secondary
conservation areas, so that the potential
development area can be enlarged.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume and peak rate

Cluster-type development is a technique that results
in increased open space, which reduces stormwater
peak rate and volume. These open spaces are often
associated with other BMPs from this manual,
including preserving sensitive areas and protecting
riparian corridors. These BMPs are not to be
included in the disturbed stormwater management
area when calculating runoff volume (See the
discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards).

Any portion of the open space that is mitigated or
revegetated/reforested should be included in the
disturbed stormwater management area, but may be
granted runoff reduction recognition in accordance
with the applicable BMP for native revegetation,
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soil restoration, minimize soil compaction, riparian
buffer restoration, or minimize total disturbed area.

Water quality improvement

Clustering minimizes impervious areas and their
associated pollutant loads, resulting in improved
water quality. In addition, clustering preserves open
space and other natural features, such as riparian
corridors, which allow for increased infiltration of
stormwater and removal of pollutant loads. (See the
discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction  Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards).

Maintenance

Preserving open space creates concerns regarding
responsibility for maintenance activities. Legally,
the designated open space may be conveyed to the
municipality. More likely, ownership of these
natural areas will be assumed by homeowners’
associations or the specific individual property
owners where these resources are located. Specific
maintenance activities will depend on the type of
vegetation present in the preserved natural area. For
example, woodlands require little to no main-
tenance and open lawns require higher
maintenance. An objective of cluster-type
development is to conserve the existing natural
systems with minimal, if any, intervention and
disturbance.

Clustering is beneficial from a cost perspective.
Costs to build 100 clustered single-family
residential homes is less due to less land clearing
and grading, less road and sidewalk construction
(including curbing), less lighting and street
landscaping, potentially less sewer and water line
construction, potentially less stormwater collection
system construction, and other economies of scale.

Post-construction, clustering also reduces costs. A
variety of studies from Rutgers University’s
landmark Costs of Sprawl studies and later updates
show that delivery of a variety of municipal
services such as street maintenance, sewer and
water services, and trash collection are more
economical on a per person or per house basis when
development is clustered. Furthermore, services
such as police protection are made more efficient
when residential development is clustered.

Additionally, clustering has been shown to
positively affect land values. Analyses of market
prices of conventional development over time in
contrast with comparable clustered residential
developments (where size, type, and quality of the
house itself is held constant) indicate that clustered
development increases in value at a more rapid rate
than conventionally designed developments. This is
partly due to the proximity to permanently
protected open space.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Cluster-Type Development

ITEM P,\?ge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Has nonstructural BMP Protect Sensitive
Resources been applied? If not, complete this 2,3
BMP.
Has a baseline “yield plan” been developed by 53
applicant? '
What local ordinance provisions - obstacles and 3

opportunities - exist for clustering?

Has a Potential Development Area, or
comparable, which avoids Sensitive Resources, 3
been delineated?

Has “yield plan” house/unit count been loaded

into Potential Development Area? 3
What clustered lot size assumptions are being 3
used? Compatible with local ordinance?

Compare disturbed area/developed area of 3

“yield plan” with clustered plan?
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BMP Fact Sheet

MINIMIZE SOIL COMPACTION (

Minimizing soil compaction is the practice of protecting and minimizing Key Design FeatureS\

damage to existing soil quality caused by the land development process. e Reduce disturbance

Enhancing soil composition with soil amendments and mechanical resto- through design and

ration after it has been damaged is addressed in a separate structural BMP. construction practices
e Limit areas of heavy

equipment

¢ Avoid extensive and
unnecessary clearing and
stockpiling of topsoil

o Use top quality topsoil;
maintain topsoil quality
during construction

Benefits
e Increases infiltration
capacity
e Provides a healthy
environment for

2 E vegetation
: S e e 5 = e Preserves low areas,
Figure 1 Areas where heavy equipment is not allowed are fenced off to avoid which offer added benefit

compaction of soils and damages to vegetation (MD Custom Homes, WI) when runoff is directed

there from impervious

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions areas

Residential Yes Volume Med/High
Commercial ves ngﬁzgg\éater Med/High Limitations
Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate Low/Med o DG iy el e
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions small development sites
Retrofit Limited TSS Med/High
Highway/Road Limited TP Med/High
Recreational ves NO: Low

Temperature Med/High

Additional Considerations

Cost Low/Med
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance Low/Med
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Description and Function

Minimizing soil compaction relates directly to
reducing total site disturbance, site clearing, site
earthwork, the need for soil restoration, and the size
and extent of costly, engineered stormwater
management systems. Ensuring soil quality can
significantly reduce the cost of landscaping
vegetation (higher survival rate, less replanting) and
landscaping maintenance. Fencing off an area can
help minimize unnecessary soil compaction.

Soil is a physical matrix of weathered rock particles
and organic matter that supports a complex
biological community. This matrix has developed
over a long time period and varies greatly within
the state. Healthy soils, which have not been
compacted, perform numerous valuable stormwater
functions, including:

Effectively cycling nutrients,

Minimizing runoff and erosion,

Maximizing water-holding capacity,

Reducing storm runoff surges,

Absorbing and filtering excess nutrients,

sediments, and pollutants to protect surface

and groundwater,

e Providing a healthy root environment,

e Creating habitat for microbes, plants, and
animals, and

¢ Reducing the resources needed to care for turf

and landscape plantings.

Undisturbed soil consists of pores that have water-
carrying and holding capacity. When soils are
overly compacted, the soil pores are destroyed and
permeability is drastically reduced. In fact, the
runoff response of vegetated areas with highly
compacted soils closely resembles that of
impervious areas, especially during large storm
events (Schueler, 2000). Recent research studies
indicate that compacted soils from development
practices end up as dense as concrete.

Applications

Minimizing soil compaction can be performed at
any land development site during the design phase.
It is especially suited for developments where
significant “pervious” areas (i.e., post-development

lawns and other maintained landscapes) are being
proposed. If existing soils have already been
excessively compacted, soil restoration is applicable
(see Soil Restoration BMP Fact Sheet).

Design Considerations

Early in a project’s design phase, the designer
should develop a soil management plan based on
soil types and existing level of disturbance (if any),
how runoff will flow off existing and proposed
impervious areas, trees and natural vegetation that
can be preserved, and tests indicating soil depth and
quality. The plan should clearly show the following:

1. No disturbance areas. Soil and vegetation
disturbance is not allowed in designated no
disturbance areas. Protecting healthy, natural
soils is the most effective strategy for
preserving soil functions. Not only can the
functions be maintained, but protected soil
organisms are also available to colonize
neighboring disturbed areas after
construction.

2. Minimal disturbance areas. Limited
construction disturbance occurs, but soil
restoration may be necessary for such areas to
be considered fully pervious after
development. In addition, areas to be
vegetated after development should be
designated minimal disturbance areas. These
areas may allow some clearing, but no
grading due to unavoidable cutting and/or
filing. They should be immediately stabilized,
revegetated, and avoided in terms of
construction traffic and related activity.
Minimal disturbance areas do not include
construction traffic areas.

3. Construction traffic areas. Construction
traffic is allowed in these areas. If these areas
are to be considered fully pervious following
development, a soil restoration program will
be required.

4. Topsoil stockpiling and storage areas. If
these areas are needed, they should be
protected and maintained. They are subject to
soil restoration (including compost and other
amendments) following development.
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5. Topsoil quality and placement. Soil tests
are necessary to determine if it meets
minimum parameters. Critical parameters
include: adequate depth (four inches
minimum for turf, more for other vegetation),
organic content (five percent minimum), and
reduced compaction (1,400 kPa maximum)
(Hanks and Lewandowski, 2003). To allow
water to pass from one layer to the other,
topsoil must be “bonded” (See Construction
Guidelines #4 below) to the subsoil when it is
reapplied to disturbed areas.

Construction Guidelines

1. At the start of construction, no disturbance
and minimal disturbance areas must be
identified with signage and fenced as shown
on the construction drawings.

2. No disturbance and minimal disturbance
areas should be strictly enforced.

3. No disturbance and minimal disturbance
areas should be protected from excessive
sediment and stormwater loads while adjacent
areas remain in a disturbed state.

4. Topsoil stockpiling and storage areas should
be maintained and protected at all times.
When topsoil is reapplied to disturbed areas it
should be “bonded” with the subsoil. This can
be done by spreading a thin layer of topsoil
(2-3 inches), tilling it into the subsoil, and
then applying the remaining topsoil. Topsoil
should meet locally available specifications/
requirements.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume and peak rate reduction

Minimizing soil compaction can reduce the volume
of runoff by maintaining soil functions related to
stormwater infiltration and evapotranspiration.
Designers that use this BMP can select a lower
runoff curve number for calculating runoff volume
and peak rate from the area of minimized soil
compaction. See the discussion wunder LID
Approach in Post-Construction Stormwater Quality

Management Chapter of the Technical Standards on
how to calculate the runoff reduction recognition
for this BMP.

Where no disturbance areas are specified, which are
also sensitive areas maintained in their
presettlement state, there will be no net increase in
stormwater runoff from that area. Calculation
methodology to account for the protection of
sensitive areas is provided under LID Approach in
Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

Water quality improvement

Minimizing soil compaction improves water quality
through infiltration, filtration, chemical and
biological processes in the soil, and a reduced need
for fertilizers and pesticides after development. See
the discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction  Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards for information
on how to calculate the volume of runoff that needs
water quality treatment.

Maintenance

Sites that have minimized soil compaction properly
during the development process should require
considerably less maintenance than sites that have
not. Landscape vegetation, either retained or re-
planted, will likely be healthier, have a higher
survival rate, require less irrigation and fertilizer,
and have better aesthetics.

Some maintenance activities, such as frequent lawn
mowing, can cause considerable soil compaction
after construction and should be avoided whenever
possible.  Planting  low-maintenance  native
vegetation is the best way to avoid damage due to
maintenance. No disturbance areas on private
property should have an easement, deed restriction,
or other legal measure imposed to prevent future
disturbance or neglect.

Minimizing soil compaction generally results in
significant construction cost savings. Design costs
may increase slightly due to a more time intensive
design.
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Criteria to Receive Runoff Reduction Recognition for Minimize Soil

Compaction BMP

To receive runoff reduction recognition under the local regulation, areas of no disturbance and minimal
disturbance must meet the following criteria:

[0 No disturbance and minimal disturbance areas are protected by having the limits of disturbance and
access clearly shown on the Stormwater Plan, all construction drawings, and delineated/flagged/fenced
in the field.

[0 No disturbance and minimal disturbance areas are not be stripped of existing topsoil.

a

No disturbance and minimal disturbance areas are not be stripped of existing vegetation.

[0 No disturbance and minimal disturbance areas are not be subject to excessive equipment movement.
Vehicle movement, storage, or equipment/material lay-down is not be permitted in these areas.

[ Use of soil amendments and additional topsoil is permitted in other areas being disturbed, as described
above. Light grading may be done with tracked vehicles that prevent compaction.

[0 Lawn and turf grass are acceptable uses. Planted meadow is an encouraged use.

[0 Areas receiving runoff reduction recognition are located on the development project.

Stormwater Technical Standards - Minimize Soil Compaction Fact Sheet - Page 4 of 6



Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Minimize Soil Compaction References

ITEM No YES | NO | N/A NOTES

Have no disturbance areas been defined on plans 5
(see minimize total disturbed area BMP)?
Have no disturbance areas been fenced/flagged in
. 3,4
field?
Have minimal disturbance areas been defined on 2
plans?
Have construction traffic areas been defined on 2
plans?
Is soil restoration BMP committed to construction

. . 2
traffic areas, post-construction phase?
Avre soil stockpiling and storage areas defined on 3
plan?
Have proper topsoil quality and placement 3

specifications been committed in the plans?

References

Hanks, D. and Lewandowski, A. Protecting Urban Soil Quality: Examples for Landscape Codes and

Specifications. USDA-NRCS, 2003.

Ocean County Soil Conservation District. Impact of Soil Disturbance during Construction on Bulk Density and
Infiltration in Ocean County, New Jersey. 2001. www.ocscd.org/publications.shtml

Schueler, T. “The Compaction of Urban Soils,” Watershed Protection Techniques. Technical Note #107, 3(2):

661-665, January 2000.
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BMP Fact Sheet

MINIMIZE TOTAL DISTURBED
AREA [Key Design Features\

o Identify and avoid special
value and environmentally
sensitive areas (See Protect
Sensitive Areas BMP)

e Maximize undisturbed open
space

e Minimize disturbance lot-
by-lot

e Maximize soil restoration
and restore soil permeability

e Minimize and control
construction traffic areas

e Minimize and control
construction stockpiling and
storage areas

A key component of LID is to reduce the impacts during development
activities such as site grading, removal of existing vegetation, and soil
mantle disturbance. This can be achieved through developing a plan to
contain disturbed areas.

Benefits
e Reduced runoff volume
e Reduced peak rates

Figure 1 Undisturbed areas are protected during construction (Lake County, OH

Stormwater Management Department e High water quality benefits
e [ncreased infiltration
capacity
o Provides healthy
Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions environment for vegetation
Residential Yes Volume High
. Yes Groundwater .
Commercial Recharge High Limitations
Ultl’a Ul‘ban Limited Peak Rate H|gh ° leflcult to achieve on Sma"
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions development sites
Retrofit Limited TSS High k j
Highway/Road Limited TP High
Recreational ves 119 High
Temperature High
Additional Considerations
Cost Low
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance High
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Description and Function

Disturbance at a development site can occur
through normal construction practices, such as
grading, cutting, or filling. Minimizing the total
disturbed area of the site requires the consideration
of multiple BMPs, such as cluster development and
identifying and protecting sensitive areas. These
BMPs serve to protect area resources by reducing
site grading and maintenance required for long-term
operation of the site.

Minimizing the total disturbed area of a site
specifically focuses on how to minimize the grading
and overall site disturbance, maximizing
conservation of existing native plant communities
and the existing soil mantle of a site. If invasive
plant species are present in the existing vegetation,
proper management of these areas may be required
in order for the vegetation to achieve its greatest
hydrological potential.

Minimize grading

Reduction in grading can be accomplished in
several ways, including the conformation of the site
design with existing topography and land surface,
where road alignments strive to follow existing
contours as much as possible, varying the grade and
alignment criteria as necessary to comply with
safety limits.

Minimize overall site disturbance

Site design criteria have evolved in local
jurisdictions to ensure that developments meet
safety standards (i.e. sight distance and winter
icing) as well as certain quality or appearance
standards. Roadway design criteria should be
flexible in order to optimize the fit for a given
parcel and achieve optimal roadway alignment. The
avoidance of environmentally sensitive resources,
such as important woodlands, may be facilitated
through flexible roadway layout.

From the single lot perspective, the conventional lot
layout can impose added earthwork and grading.
Although the intent of these local requirements is to
provide privacy and spacing between units, the end
result is often a cleared and graded lot, which
reduces stormwater benefits. And although
configuring lots in a rectilinear shape may optimize

the number of units, local jurisdictions should
consider requiring that the total site be made to fit
the natural landscape as much as possible.

Local criteria that impose road geometry are usually
contained within the subdivision and land develop-
ment ordinance. Densities, lot and yard setbacks,
and minimum frontages are usually contained in the
zoning ordinance. Flexibility in the following land
development standards will help to minimize site
disturbance on an individual lot basis, thereby
achieving area-wide stormwater quality and
guantity results:

e Road vertical alignment criteria (maximum
grade or slope)

e Road horizontal alignment criteria (maximum
curvature)

¢ Road frontage criteria (lot dimensions)

e Building setback criteria (yards dimensions)

Figure 2 Minimally Disturbed Development
Source: Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments

Applications

Minimizing the total disturbed area of a site is best
applied in  lower density  single-family
developments, but can also be applied in residential
developments of all types including commercial,
office park, retail center, and institutional
developments. Larger industrial park developments
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can also benefit from this BMP. However, as site
size decreases and density and intensity of
development increases, this BMP is uniformly more
difficult to apply successfully. At some larger sites
where Ultra Urban, Retrofit, or Highway/Road
development is occurring, limited application may
be feasible.

Design Considerations

During the initial conceptual design phase of a land
development project, the applicant’s design
engineer should provide the following information,
ideally through development of a Minimum
Disturbance/Minimum Maintenance Plan:

1. Identify and Avoid Special Value/Sensitive
Areas
Delineate and avoid environmentally
sensitive resources using existing data from
appropriate agencies, as applicable.

2. Minimize Disturbance at Site Modify road
alignments (grades, curvatures, etc.), lots, and
building locations to minimize grading, and
earthwork as necessary to maintain safety
standards and local code requirements.
Minimal disturbance design should allow the
layout to best fit the land form without
significant earthwork, such as locating
development in areas of the site that has been
previously cleared, if possible. If cut/fill is
required, the use of retaining walls is
preferable to earthwork. Limits of grading
and disturbance should be designated on plan
documentation submitted to the local
jurisdiction for review/approval and should
be physically designated at the site during
construction via flagging, fencing, etc.

In addition, utilizing natural drainage features
generally results in less disturbance and
requires less revegetation.

3. Minimize Disturbance at Lot
To decrease disturbance, grading should be
limited to roadways and building footprints.
Local jurisdictions should establish maximum
setbacks from structures, drives, and walks.
These setbacks should be designed to be
rigorous but reasonable in terms of current

feasible site construction practices. These
standards may need to vary with the type of
development being proposed and the context
of that development (the required disturbance
zone around a low density single-family
home can be expected to be less than the
disturbance necessary for a large commercial
structure), given necessity for use of different
types of construction equipment and the
realities of different site conditions. For
example, the U.S. Green Building Council’s
Leadership in Energy & Environmental
Design Reference Guide (Version 2.0 June
2001) specifies:

“...limit site disturbance including earthwork
and clearing of vegetation to 40 feet beyond the
building perimeter, 5 feet beyond the primary
roadway curbs, walkways, and main utility
branch trenches, and 25 feet beyond pervious
paving areas that require additional staging
areas in order to limit compaction in the paved
area... “

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume

Any portion of a site that can be maintained in its
predevelopment state by using this BMP will not
contribute increased stormwater runoff and will
reduce the amount of treatment necessary for
Channel Protection Volume and Water Quality
Volume requirements. In addition, isolated trees
within disturbed areas that are protected in
accordance to this BMP or the “Protect Sensitive
Areas” BMP requirements can get “runoff reduction
recognition” by receiving a curve number reflecting
a woodlot in *“good” condition for the pre-
developed underlying soil conditions. Calculation
methodology to account for this BMP is provided in
the discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

Peak rate

Runoff from the minimized disturbed area may be
excluded from peak rate calculations for rate
control, provided that the runoff from the area is not
conveyed to and/or through  stormwater
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management control structures. If necessary, runoff
from the minimized disturbed area should be
directed around BMPs and stormwater pipes and
inlets by means of vegetated swales or low berms
that direct flow to natural drainageways.

Water quality improvement
Water quality is benefited substantially by
minimizing the disturbed area.

Maintenance

Minimizing site disturbance will result in a
reduction of required maintenance of a site in both
the short and long terms. Areas of the site left as
intact native plant communities do not typically
require replacement with hard surfaces or additional
vegetation to retain function. On the other hand,
artificial surfaces such as pavement or turf grass
require varying levels of maintenance throughout
the life of a development. Higher levels of
disturbance will also typically require significant
maintenance of erosion control measures during the
active development of a parcel, thus adding to
short-term development costs.

While intact natural areas may require small
amounts of occasional maintenance to maintain
function (typically through invasive species
control), levels of maintenance required for hard
surfaces or turf grass will remain static or, in most
cases, increase over time. Avoiding disturbance to
natural areas benefits the short-term developer and
the long-term owner by minimizing time and
money needed to maintain artificial surfaces.

The reduced costs of minimized grading and
earthwork should benefit the developer. Cost issues
include reduced grading and related earthwork as
well as costs involved with site preparation, fine
grading, and seeding.

Calculation of reduced costs is difficult due to the
extreme variation in site factors, (amount of
grading, cutting/filling, and haul distances for
required trucking,). Some relevant costs factors are
as follows (as based on R.S. Means, Site Work &
Landscape Cost Data, 2007):

Site Clearing
e Cut & chip light trees to diameter $3,475/acre

e  Grub stumps and remove $1,600/acre

e Cut & chip light trees to 24-inch diameter
$11,600/acre

e  Grub stumps and remove $6,425/acre

Strip Topsoil and Stockpile
e Ranges from $0.52- $1.78/yd® because of
Dozer horse power, and ranges from ideal to
adverse conditions

e Assuming six inches of topsoil, 500-ft haul:
$2.75-9.86/yd’

e Assuming six inches of topsoil, 500-ft haul:
$9,922 -16,746 / acre

Site Preparation, Fine Grading,
Seeding
e Fine grading w/ seeding: $2.91 /yd®

e Fine grading w/ seeding: $14,084 /acre
In sum, total costs usually range from $29,000 -

$49,000 per acre and could substantially exceed that
figure at more challenging sites.
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Criteria to Receive Runoff Reduction Recognition for Minimizing Total

Disturbed Area

To receive runoff reduction recognition for protection of existing trees under a local regulation, the following
criteria must be met:

[0 Area has not been subject to grading or movement of existing soils.

[0 Existing native vegetation are in a healthy condition as determined through a plant inventory and may
not be removed.

[ Invasive vegetation may be removed.

[ Pruning or other required maintenance of vegetation is permitted. Additional planting with native plants
IS permitted.

[0 Area is protected by having the limits of disturbance clearly shown on all construction drawings and
delineated in the field.

[0 Areais located on the development project.

Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Minimizing Total Disturbed Area

ITEM Pﬁge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Do local jurisdiction requirements for open space and 5
related resource protection exist? Applied here?
Have related BMPs (Protect Sensitive Areas, Natural
Flow Pathways, Riparian Buffers, Clustering) been 2
applied?
Has Potential Development Area been defined? 3
Have infrastructure connections/constraints been 5
analyzed?
On site, have roads been aligned to fit topography, to
parallel contours and minimize cut/fill? On areas 3
previously cleared? With terracing? Compatible with
natural flow pathways?
On lots, have buildings been located to reduce 3
disturbance?
On lots, have maximum disturbance radii been 2
established and applied?
No disturbance areas shall be clearly delineated on 3
construction plans and flagged/fenced in field
Have no disturbance zones been assessed qual- 5
itatively for invasive management needs?
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BMP Fact Sheet

PROTECT NATURAL FLOW
PATHWAYS (Variations \

A main component of LID is to identify, protect, and use natural drainage e Check dams to slow
features, such as swales, depressions, and watercourses to help protect water velocity

quality. Designers can use natural drainage features to reduce or eliminate the e Earthen berms for
need for structural drainage systems. additional storage

=F e Additional native
F vegetation for increased
' infiltration

Key Design Features

o Identifies and maps
natural drainage features
(e.g., swales, channels,
ephemeral streams,
depressions, etc.)

e  Uses natural drainage
features to guide site
design

o Distributes non-erosive
surface flow to natural
drainage features

F_igure 1 Long swales utilized in areas of natural drainage pathways, Lenexa, KS (USEPA, o Keeps non-erosive
picasaweb) .
channel flow within
= : : drainage pathways
Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions .« U ti i
Residential Yes Volume Low/Med SIS
. Groundwater buffers
Commercial Yes Low
Recharge
Ultra Urban No Peak Rate Med/High :
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions Beneflt_s _
Retrofit Yes TSS Low/Med . MaX|m|z?s natural_
Highway/Road Yes TP Low/Med hydrological functions
. NO: Low e Reduces structural
Recreational Yes .
Temperature Low management practices
e Reduces management
costs
Additional Considerations
Cost Low .. .
Maintenance Low/Med Limitations
Winter Performance Low/Med e Minimal water quality
benefits

\_ J
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Description and Function

Many natural undeveloped sites have identifiable
drainage features such as swales, depressions, and
watercourses which effectively manage the
stormwater that is generated on the site. By
identifying, protecting, and using these features, a
development can minimize its stormwater impacts.
Instead of ignoring or replacing natural drainage
features with engineered systems that rapidly
convey runoff downstream, designers can use these
features to reduce or eliminate the need for struc-
tural drainage systems.

Naturally vegetated drainage features tend to slow
runoff and thereby reduce peak discharges, improve
water quality through filtration, and allow some
infiltration and evapotranspiration to occur.
Protecting natural drainage features can provide for
significant open space and wildlife habitat, improve
site aesthetics and property values, and reduce the
generation of stormwater runoff itself. If protected
and used properly, natural drainage features
generally require very little maintenance and can
function effectively for many years.

Site designs should use and/or improve natural
drainage pathways whenever possible to reduce or
eliminate the need for stormwater pipe networks.
This can reduce costs, maintenance burdens, and
site disturbance related to pipe installation. Natural
drainage pathways should be protected from
significantly increased runoff volumes and rates due
to development. The design should prevent the
erosion and degradation of natural drainage
pathways through the use of upstream volume and
rate control BMPs, if necessary. Level spreaders,
erosion control matting, revegetation, outlet
stabilization, and check dams can also be used to
protect natural drainage features.

Variations

Natural drainage features can also be made more
effective through the design process. Examples
include constructing slight earthen berms around
natural depressions or other features to create
additional storage, installing check dams within
drainage pathways to slow runoff and promote

infiltration, and planting additional native
vegetation within swales and depressions.

Applications

As density and overall land disturbance decreases,
this BMP can be used with a greater variety of land
uses and development types. It is best used in
residential development, particularly lower density
single-family residential development. Where local
jurisdiction ordinances already require a certain
percentage of the undeveloped site to remain as
undeveloped open space, this open space
requirement can be overlain onto natural flow
pathways/drainage features, as well as floodplains,
wetlands, and related riparian areas. After
minimizing runoff as much as possible, reduced
runoff quantities can then be distributed into this
natural flow pathway system, on a broadly
distributed basis, lot by lot.

Other land uses such as commercial and industrial
developments tend to be associated with higher
density development. This results in higher

Y Mahora Dranagesay
Pragirad

Figure 2 Schematic of a site design protecting natural drainage
features.

Source: Georgia Stormwater Management Manual, Volume 2:
Technical Handbook, First Edition. August, 2001

impervious coverage and maximum site disturbance
allowances, making protecting and conserving
natural flow pathways/drainage areas more difficult.

Applications for both retrofit and highway/road are
limited. In terms of retrofitting, some developed
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sites may have elements of natural flow
pathways/drainage features intact, although many
presettlement site features may have been altered
and/or eliminated. Developed sites of lower
densities may offer limited retrofit potential.
Similarly, highway/road projects are likely to be
characterized by both limited site area, given the
difficulties of right-of-way acquisition, as well as
substantial disturbance of this limited site area.

0, Lo W
@) j,._ Nl

@ oo
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p—— uunecmrﬁ* Streel

Figure 3 Natural drainage features can guide the design
Source: Delaware Department of Natural Resources and
Environmental Control - Conservation Design for
Stormwater Management

Design Considerations

1. ldentify natural drainage features.
Identifying and mapping natural drainage
features is generally done as part of a
comprehensive site analysis. This process is
an integral first step of site design (Figure 3.
Subtle site features such as swales, drainage
pathways, and natural depressions should be
delineated in addition to commonly mapped
hydrologic elements such as wetlands,
perennial and intermittent streams, and
waterbodies.

2. Use natural drainage features to guide site
design. Instead of imposing a two-
dimensional paper design on a particular site,
designers can use natural drainage features to
steer the site layout. Drainage features define
contiguous open space and other undisturbed

areas as well as road alignment and building
placement. The design should minimize
disturbance to natural drainage features.
Drainage features that are to be protected
should be clearly shown on all construction
plans. Methods for protection, such as
signage and fencing, should also be noted on
applicable plans.

3. Use native vegetation. Natural drainage
pathways should be planted with native
vegetative buffers and the features themselves
should include native vegetation where
applicable. If drainage features have been
previously disturbed, they can be restored
with native vegetation and buffers.

4. County Regulated Drain Considerations:
Special attention needs to be paid regarding
the type and density of vegetation used if the
natural drainage pathway is or will be a part
of the County Regulated Drain system. The
County may require that at least one side of
the regulated drain is clear of woody
vegetation, with continuous access provided
for reconstruction and maintenance. Pre-
coordination with the County Surveyor’s
Office is highly recommended.

Stormwater Function and

Calculations

Volume reduction

Protecting natural flow pathways can reduce the
volume of runoff in several ways. Reducing
disturbance and maintaining a natural cover reduces
the volume of runoff through infiltration and
evapotranspiration. Using natural flow pathways
further reduces runoff volumes through allowing
increased infiltration to occur, especially during
smaller storm events. Encouraging infiltration in
natural depressions also reduces stormwater
volumes. Employing strategies that direct non-
erosive sheet flow onto naturally vegetated areas
also promotes infiltration — even in areas with
relatively impermeable soils. (See the discussion
under LID Approach in Post-Construction
Stormwater Quality Management Chapter of the
Technical Standards.)
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Peak rate mitigation

Protecting natural flow pathways can reduce the
peak rate of runoff in several ways. Reducing
disturbance and maintaining a natural cover reduces
the runoff rate. Using natural flow pathways can
lower discharge rates by slowing runoff and
increasing onsite storage.

Water quality improvement

Protecting natural flow pathways improves water
quality through filtration, infiltration,
sedimentation, and thermal mitigation. (See the
discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction  Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.)

Maintenance

Natural drainage features that are properly protected
and used as part of site development should require
very little maintenance. However, periodic
inspections are important. Inspections should assess
erosion, bank stability, sediment/debris
accumulation, and vegetative conditions, including
the presence of invasive species. Problems should
be corrected in a timely manner.

Protected drainage features on private property
should have an easement, deed restriction, or other
legal measure to prevent future disturbance or
neglect.

Protecting natural flow pathways generally results
in significant construction cost savings. Protecting
these features results in less disturbance, clearing,
and earthwork and requires less revegetation. Using
natural flow pathways reduces the need and size of
costly, engineered stormwater conveyance systems.
Together, protecting and using natural flow
pathways reduces and even eliminates the need for
stormwater management facilities  (structural
BMPs), lowering costs even more.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Protect Natural Flow Pathways

ITEM Pﬁge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Identify in plan all natural flow pathways 2
before proposed development?
Identify in plan natural flow pathways 2
protected post-development?
Highlight in plan natural flow pathways
which are integrated into stormwater 2,3

management?

Have measures been taken to guarantee that
natural pathways won’t be negatively 2
impacted by stormwater flows?

Has runoff reduction recognition been
calculated for natural flow pathways being 3
protected?
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BMP Fact Sheet

PROTECT RIPARIAN BUFFER AREAS

Riparian buffer areas are important elements of local communities’ green
infrastructure and/or LID tool box. These areas are critical to the biological,
chemical, and physical integrity of our waterways. Riparian buffer areas protect
water quality by cooling water, stabilizing banks, mitigating flow rates, and
providing for pollution and sediment removal by filtering overland sheet runoff
before it enters the water. The Environmental Protection Agency defines buffer
areas as, “areas of planted or preserved vegetation between developed land and
surface water, [which] are effective at reducing sediment and nutrient loads.”

Physical restoration of riparian buffer areas is discussed in a separate structural
BMP. A detailed description of the characteristics of riparian buffer areas is
combined with a discussion of their stormwater functions in the Riparian Buffer
Restoration BMP.

o

n)

iyl
Figure 1 Urban riparian buffer (Hamilton County, IN Urban Conservation Associatio

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Yes Volume Low/Med
Commercial Yes Groundwater Recharge Low/Med
Ultra Urban Limited | Peak Rate Low/Med
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Yes TSS High
Highway/Road Limited | TP High

. NO: Medium
Recreational Yes .
Temperature High
Additional Considerations
Cost Low/Med
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance High

[Key Design FeatureS\

e Physical protection
e Protection through
planning tools

Benefits

e Improves water quality

o Reduces runoff velocities

e Reduces flow

o Enhances site aesthetics,
habitat

e Reduces shoreline and
bank erosion

o Improves flood control

o Reduces water
temperature

Limitations
e Limited in reducing total
runoff volumes
e Size of lot and/or
development site may
reduce ability to protect
riparian buffers

\_ J
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Applications

As with the Protect Sensitive Areas nonstructural
BMP, protecting riparian buffer areas has great
value and utility for wvirtually all types of
development proposals and land uses. This BMP
works best on larger sites. Therefore, although
riparian buffer programs should be advocated in the
densest of settings, their application is likely to be
limited in high density contexts. Creative design
can maximize the potential of riparian buffers.
Clustering and density bonuses are design methods
available to increase the amount and connectedness
of open space areas such as riparian buffers.

Design Considerations

Physical Design
Consider the following when protecting the proper
riparian buffer area width and related specifications:

e Existing or potential value of the resource to
be protected,

e Site, watershed, and buffer characteristics,

¢ Intensity of adjacent land use, and

e Specific water quality and/or habitat
functions desired.

Riparian buffers can be divided into different zones
(Figure 2) that include vegetation to enhance the
quality of the body of water.

Zone 1: Also termed the “streamside zone,” Zone 1
begins at the edge of the stream bank of the active
channel and extends a minimum distance of 25 feet,
measured horizontally on a line perpendicular to the
water body. Undisturbed vegetated area aims to
protect the physical and ecological integrity of the
stream ecosystem. The vegetative target for the
streamside zone is undisturbed native woody
species with native plants forming canopy,
understory, and duff layer. Where such forest does
not grow naturally, the native vegetative cover
appropriate for the area (such as grasses, forbs, or
shrubs) is the vegetative target.

Zone 2: Also termed the “middle zone,” Zone 2
extends immediately from the outer edge of Zone 1
for a minimum distance of 55 feet. This managed
area of native vegetation protects key components
of the stream ecosystem and provides distance
between upland development and the streamside
zone. The vegetative target for the middle zone is
either undisturbed or managed native woody
species or, in its absence, native vegetative cover of
shrubs, grasses, or forbs. Undisturbed forest, as in
Zone 1, is encouraged strongly to protect future
water quality and the stream ecosystem.

Zone 3: Also termed the “outer zone,” Zone 3
extends a minimum of 20 feet immediately from the
outer edge of Zone 2. This zone prevents
encroachment into the riparian buffer area, filters

Stream

enhanced

WATER SOURCE ZONE 1: STREAMSIDE ZONE 2: MIDDLE ZONE 3: OUTER
waler quality & Minimum width 25 f; Minimum width 55 ft; Minimum width 20 &; few
aquatic habitat very restricted uses resinicted uses restrictions

Source: Sghueler WPT 204 p 18 (Grapfne Courtesy of the Cerler for Walershed Profechion)

Figure 2 Buffer Width Recommendations

Source: Schueler, Watershed Protection Techniques, 1994
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runoff from adjacent land, and encourages sheet
flow of runoff into the buffer. The vegetative target
for the outer zone is native woody and herbaceous
vegetation to increase the total width of the buffer;
native grasses and forbs are acceptable.

County Regulated Drain Considerations: Special
attention needs to be paid regarding the type and
density of vegetation used if the natural drainage
pathway or stream is or will be a part of the County
Regulated Drain system. The County may require
that at least one side of the regulated drain is clear
of woody vegetation, with continuous access
provided for reconstruction and maintenance. Pre-
coordination with the County Surveyor’s Office is
highly recommended.

Local Planning and Riparian Buffers

Numerous tools exist at the community level to
protect riparian buffers, including ordinances,
integrating buffers into plans, and public education.

Local buffer regulations

To effectively manage riparian buffer areas, a
community must properly plan for these resources.
Some Indiana communities have riparian buffer
ordinances that explicitly regulate these areas.
Typical components of a riparian ordinance include:

e Exemptions,

e Width requirements,

e Permitted and prohibited uses within the
riparian buffer,

¢ Maintenance requirements,

e Waivers and variances, and

e Maintenance and construction of utilities and
public roads along the stream corridor.

Natural features setback standards establish a
minimum setback (buffer width) from natural
features to prevent physical harm or destruction of
the feature. These standards recognize the
relationship  between terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems and should be applied to both lakes and
rivers. Each community establishes buffer width
standards at their discretion.

In general, the wider the buffer, the greater the
number of ecological functions the riparian zone
will provide. Communities may choose to establish

fixed or variable width buffers or a combination of
the two (Oakland County Planning & Economic
Development Services).

@y planning elements of)

local riparian protection
program*

e Provide ample setbacks for sanitary facilities
on buffer areas

e The wider the riparian buffer, the greater the
water quality protection and habitat value of
the area

e Establish setbacks from rivers and streams

e Regulate road placement adjacent to the
riparian buffer area

e Restrict clearing, construction, and
development within the 100-year floodplain

e Zone areas adjacent to riparian buffer areas
for low intensity development

e Establish minimum lot size, frontage, and
width requirements

o Include reference to floodplain, soil, and
sedimentation controls administered by other
agencies in riparian regulations

e Screen new structures with native vegetation

e Limit industrial use along riparian corridors
and regulate through special use permits
subject to pre-designated standards

e Limit the amount of impervious surfaces
allowed adjacent to the buffer area

o Clearly outline appropriate and inappropriate
uses of riparian buffer areas

e Promote intergovernmental coordination of
regulations among communities along the
river corridor

* - Adapted from Michigan Wetlands — Yours to

Protect
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Integrating buffer protection into plans

In addition to implementing a riparian buffer
ordinance, communities can include riparian buffer
area protection in the following planning tools:

e Local master plans,

e Park and recreation plans, and

e Subdivision  and land
ordinances.

development

Park and recreation plans can adopt the goals,
policies, and objectives for riparian protection that
are listed in the community master plan, or include
its own park and recreation-specific
recommendations for riparian buffer management.
Content may focus on defining appropriate and
inappropriate recreational uses for riparian areas
located within parks. Park and recreation plans may
also provide guidelines for proper construction and
maintenance of river access points, and rules and
regulations for public access as these topics relate to
potential impacts on riparian buffers (Oakland
County Planning & Economic Development
Services).

Riparian buffer education

Educational opportunities for the general public are
an important component in community planning.
Informing riparian owners of the importance of
buffer areas will help to ensure these areas are
understood and maintained over time. Public
education activities include hosting public
meetings, direct mailings to riparian homeowners,
and educational workshops. These activities can be
developed to meet the specific needs of your
community through partnerships with local
watershed groups.

Design Measures

The following elements represent a menu of design
measures for riparian and natural resource
protection that communities may choose to
encourage or require developers to incorporate
during the site plan review process.

Conservation subdivision or open space
regulations:

e Prepare natural features inventory on
proposed project sites.

e Require certain percentage of total parcel
acreage to be retained as open space.

e Reference minimum buffer widths for
riparian buffer areas and identify upland areas
adjacent to riparian buffer areas as preferred
green space designated for low-impact
residential recreation activities.

e Advocate  cluster  development  that
concentrates construction on land with less
conservation value, and allows owners of
house lots in the development to share
undivided ownership of the portion of
property remaining in a scenic and natural
condition.

e Advocate lot averaging standards for
retaining riparian resources and natural
features on smaller sites.

Lot size and density regulations:

e Provide flexible lot size and density standards
to guide development away from a stream
buffer or other sensitive land.

e Provide developers with density bonuses for
land-conserving  design  and  density
disincentives to actively discourage land-
consuming layouts.

Minimum
regulations:

frontage and road setback

e Provide flexibility in frontage and road
setback standards to minimize development
intrusion on riparian buffer areas.

Stormwater management guidelines:

e Regulate erosion control before, during, and
after construction.

e Encourage developers to retain natural
vegetation already protecting waterways.

o Create a variable-width, naturally vegetated
buffer system along lakes and streams that
also encompasses critical environmental
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features such as the 100-year floodplain,
steep slopes, and wetlands.

e Limit clearing and grading of forests and
native vegetation at a site to the minimum
amount needed to build lots, allow access,
and provide fire protection.

e Promote riparian buffer areas as part of
stormwater management planning.

Source: Planning for Green River Corridors,
Oakland County Planning & Economic
Development Services.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Any portion of a site that can be maintained in its
presettlement state by using this BMP will not
contribute increased stormwater runoff and will
reduce the amount of treatment necessary.
Calculation methodology to account for this BMP is
provided in the discussion under LID Approach in
Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

Volume

Protected riparian buffers are not to be included in
the disturbed stormwater management area when
calculating runoff volume (See the discussion under
LID Approach in Post-Construction Stormwater
Quality Management Chapter of the Technical
Standards.)

Any portion of a riparian buffer area that is
mitigated or revegetated/reforested should be
included in the disturbed stormwater management
area, but may be granted runoff reduction
recognition in accordance with the applicable BMP
for native revegetation, soil restoration, minimize
soil compaction, riparian buffer restoration, or
minimize total disturbed area.

Peak rate

Runoff from the riparian buffers may be excluded
from peak rate calculations for rate control,
provided that runoff from the riparian buffers is not
conveyed to and/or through  stormwater
management control structures. If necessary, runoff
from riparian buffers should be directed around
BMPs and stormwater pipes and inlets by means of

vegetated swales or low berms that direct flow to
natural drainageways.

Water quality improvement

Water quality is benefited substantially by avoiding
negative impacts which otherwise would have
resulted from impacts to riparian buffers (e.g., loss
of water quality functions from riparian buffers,
from wetland reduction, etc.).

The costs of protecting riparian areas relate to a
reduction in land available for development.
However, most riparian areas are located in
wetlands or floodplains, restricting the amount of
buildable area.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Protect Riparian Buffer Areas

ITEM P,\"j‘ge YES | NO | N/A NOTES

Define municipal programs requirements or resources

o S 3-4
for riparian buffer protection, if any.
Based on above and relevant sources, establish riparian 3.4
buffer protection standards for development site.
Map riparian resources at the site which need buffer 3
protection.
Apply Zonel/Zone2/Zone3 determinations; adjust for

2

steep slopes and/or other natural/made factors.
Overlay development program onto site, 3
avoiding/minimizing Riparian Buffer Zone impacts.
Contacted the County Surveyor’s Office if the drainage 3
pathway or stream is a County Regulated Drain?
Provide for Riparian Buffer Zone maintenance? 4
Provide for Riparian Buffer Zone protection in _
perpetuity (deed restrictions? covenants? easements?)?
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BMP Fact Sheet

PROTECT SENSITIVE AREAS ( \
Key Design Features

Protecting sensitive and special value features is the process of

identifying and avoiding certain natural features during development. * Identify and map the

This allows these features to be used for various benefits, including following: floodplains,

reducing stormwater runoff. riparian areas, wetlands,
woodlands, prairies, natural

Protecting sensitive areas can be implemented both at the site level and flow pathways, steep slopes,

throughout the community. For prioritization purposes, natural resources and other sensitive areas

and their functions may be weighted according to their functional value. e Identify and map potential

Sensitive areas should be preserved in their natural state to the greatest development areas

extent possible and are not the appropriate place to locate stormwater

infrastructure. Benefits

o Improved water quality
¢ Mitigation of runoff volume
and peak rates

Limitations
o Difficult to implement on
smaller sites

\_ v

Figure 1 Tree Preservation during construction, Seattle, WA (USEPA, picasaweb)

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions

Residential Yes Volume High

Commercial Yes CITBUEEHET High
Recharge

Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate High

Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions

Retrofit No TSS High

Highway/Road Limited TP High

Recreational Yes NO: Low
Temperature High

Additional Considerations

Cost Low/Med

Maintenance Low/Med

Winter Performance High
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Description and Function

Protecting sensitive areas challenges the site
planner to inventory and then, to the greatest extent
possible, avoid resource sensitive areas at a site,
including riparian buffers, wetlands, hydric soils,
floodplains, steep slopes, woodlands, valuable
habitat zones, and other sensitive resource areas.
Development, directed away from sensitive areas,
can be held constant, if BMPs such as cluster
development are also applied.

A major objective of LID is to accommodate
development with fewer impacts to the site. If
development  avoids  encroachment  upon,
disturbance of, and impact to those natural
resources which are especially sensitive to land
development impacts and/or have special functional
value, then low impact development can be
achieved.

The first step in protecting sensitive areas is for the
site planner to define, inventory, and map which
resources are especially sensitive and/or have
special value at a site proposed for development.
Although many sensitive areas are common to all
areas within Indiana, they can vary by region. The
most detailed inventories are often compiled at the
municipal or county level. For those areas without
municipal or county-level data, state-level data can
be used.

Preserving open space in multiple development
areas throughout a community can ultimately
evolve to form a unified open space system,
integrating important conservation areas throughout
the community and beyond. Many communities
within Indiana  are  undertaking  “green
infrastructure” planning initiatives to proactively
map these systems in order to restore or protect
them as development occurs. The objective of these
plans is to avoid impacting sensitive areas by: 1)
carefully identifying and mapping these resources
(resource areas, primary and secondary) from the
start of the site planning process, and 2) striving to
protect resource areas by defining other portions of
the site free of these resources (potential
development areas).

At the community level, local governments can
implement community-wide regulations that protect

sensitive areas such as wetlands, woodlands,
riparian areas, and floodplains.

Potential Applications

Regardless of land use type, protecting sensitive
areas is applicable across all types of land
development projects, whether residential of
varying densities or office park, retail center or
industrial and institutional uses. As density and
intensity of uses increases, ease of application of
this BMP decreases. In such limited cases, it is
especially important that sensitive areas be
prioritized.

Design Considerations

1. ldentify, map, and inventory sensitive
areas. Mapping a site’s sensitive areas is an
important step in preserving them. These
features often include wetlands, steep slopes,
woodlands, floodplains, and riparian areas.
These data may give the community a general
idea of the sensitive resources that could be
on the site. In addition, the mapping will help
the site designer define a potential
development area which avoids
encroachment upon and disturbance of
defined and mapped sensitive areas.

The inventory of sensitive areas should also
include an assessment of the quality of the
existing natural communities. Because plant
communities will exist in a variety of states
based on historic  disturbance  and
degradation, the quality of the given
community needs to be considered in
comparison to other similar communities.
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wetlands
steep slope greater than 25%
100-year floodplain

upland woods

’ wildflower__— !‘ =

stone wall and meadow :o.;i;___,_ej
hedgerow

giant oak

meadow

upland woods

resources which should be avoided when
possible). Mapping the secondary resources
of the site is an important step; the
community can provide input to determine
which features are important for preservation.
Additionally, Primary and  Secondary
Conservation Areas can be defined in
different ways, possibly varying with
watershed context, (e.g., woodlands in some
contexts may be classified as Primary
Conservation Areas, rather than secondary).

Map potential development areas;
prioritize/ weight as necessary. The
potential development area should be
delineated on the basis of protecting the
primary and secondary resources on a site.
Like the sensitive areas map, priorities and
weightings may be reflected in the potential
development area map. If sensitive areas have
been prioritized, then weightings of potential
development also may be established, varying
with lack of degree of sensitivity measured by
the resources themselves or overlapping of

Figure 2 Map of Sensitive Areas (top) and Secondary ; £ Nl
Resources (bottom) o . : T AL
Source: Arendt. Randall. 1997 '

Figure 3 Map of Potential Development Areas
. . Source: Arendt, Randall. 1997
2. Combine mapped natural features into a

sensitive resource areas map, prioritizing resources.
areas to avoid development. All sensitive

resource mapping should be overlain to 4. Local regulation. The level of regulation

produce a sensitive areas map. In Growing
Greener, Randall Arendt acknowledges
prioritizing or weighting of sensitive areas by
defining them as either Primary Conservation
Areas (the most critical — avoid at all costs) or
Secondary Conservation Areas (important

imposed on resource areas (primary and
secondary) will likely vary by local
jurisdiction. A local ordinance may prohibit
and/or otherwise restrict development in
primary and secondary resource areas,
provided certain legal tests (such as a takings
determination) are passed. Additional
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activities include:

a. Conservation easement — Given to land
conservancy or maintained by
homeowners association.

b. Requirements in the master deed and
bylaws for protection and preservation.

c. Boundary markers at edges of lots to
minimize encroachment.

d. Cooperative agreements for stewardship
of sensitive areas between homeowners’
associations and local conservation
organizations.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Any portion of a site that can be maintained in its
predevelopment state by using this BMP will not
contribute increased stormwater runoff and will
reduce the amount of treatment necessary.
Calculation methodology to account for this BMP is
provided in the discussion under LID Approach in
Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

Volume

Protected sensitive areas are not to be included in
the disturbed stormwater management area when
calculating runoff volume (see the discussion under
LID Approach in Post-Construction Stormwater
Quality Management Chapter of the Technical
Standards).

Any portion of a sensitive area that is mitigated or
revegetated/reforested should be included in the
disturbed stormwater management area, but may be
granted runoff reduction recognition in accordance
with the applicable BMP for native revegetation,
soil restoration, minimize soil compaction, riparian
buffer restoration, or minimize total disturbed area.

Peak Rate

Runoff from the protected sensitive area may be
excluded from peak rate calculations for rate
control, provided that the runoff is not conveyed to
and/or through stormwater management control
structures. If necessary, runoff from protected
sensitive areas should be directed around BMPs and
stormwater pipes and inlets by means of vegetated

swales or low berms that direct flow to natural
drainageways.

Water Quality Improvement

Water quality is benefited substantially by avoiding
negative impacts which otherwise would have
resulted from impacts to sensitive areas (e.g., 10ss
of water quality functions from riparian buffers,
from wetland reduction, etc.)

Construction Guidelines

Although protecting sensitive areas happens early in
the site plan process, it is equally important that the
developer and builder protect these areas during
construction.

The following guidelines describe good planning
practices that will help ensure protection of a few
common environmentally sensitive resources during
construction.

Water Resources

* If vegetation needs to be reestablished, plant
native species, or use hydroseed and mulch
blankets immediately after site disturbance.

e Use bioengineering techniques, where
possible, to stabilize stream banks.

* Block or protect storm drains in areas where
construction debris, sediment, or runoff could
pollute waterways.

e During and after construction activities,
sweep the streets to reduce sediment from
entering the storm drain system.

¢ Avoid hosing down construction equipment
at the site unless the water is contained and
does not get into the stormwater conveyance
system.

e Implement spill control and clean-up
practices for leaks and spills from fueling, oil,
or use of hazardous materials. Use dry clean-
up methods (e.g., absorbents) if possible.
Never allow a spill to enter the stormwater
conveyance system.

» Avoid mobile fueling of equipment. If mobile
fueling is necessary, keep a spill kit on the
fueling truck.

Stormwater Technical Standards - Protect Sensitive Areas Fact Sheet - Page 4 of 8



e Properly dispose of solid waste and trash to
prevent it from ending up in our lakes and
streams.

e When protecting riparian buffer areas,
consider the three buffer zones in protection
criteria:

Zone 1: Also termed the “streamside zone,” Zone 1
begins at the edge of the stream bank of the active
channel and extends a minimum distance of 25 feet,
measured horizontally on a line perpendicular to the
water body. Undisturbed vegetated area aims to
protect the physical and ecological integrity of the
stream ecosystem. The vegetative target for the
streamside zone is undisturbed native woody
species with native plants forming canopy,
understory, and duff layer; where such forest does
not grow naturally, then native vegetative cover
appropriate for the area (such as grasses, forbs, or
shrubs) is the vegetative target.

Zone 2: Also termed the “middle zone,” Zone 2
extends immediately from the outer edge of Zone 1
for a minimum distance of 55 feet. This managed
area of native vegetation protects key components
of the stream ecosystem and provides distance
between upland development and the streamside
zone. The vegetative target for the middle zone is
either undisturbed or managed native woody
species or, in its absence, native vegetative cover of
shrubs, grasses, or forbs. Undisturbed forest, as in
Zone 1, is strongly encouraged to protect further
water quality and the stream ecosystem.

Zone 3: Also termed the “outer zone,” Zone 3
extends a minimum of 20 feet immediately from the
outer edge of Zone 2. This zone prevents
encroachment into the riparian buffer area, filters
runoff from adjacent land, and encourages sheet
flow of runoff into the buffer. The vegetative target
for the outer zone is native woody and herbaceous
vegetation to increase the total width of the buffer;
native grasses and forbs are acceptable.

County Regulated Drain Considerations: Special
attention needs to be paid regarding the type and
density of vegetation used if the natural drainage
pathway or stream is or will be a part of the County
Regulated Drain system. The County may require
that at least one side of the regulated drain is clear
of woody vegetation, with continuous access

provided for reconstruction and maintenance. Pre-
coordination with the County Surveyor’s Office is
highly recommended.

Wetlands

* Avoid impacts to wetlands whenever
possible. If impractical, determine if a
wetland permit is needed from the state or
local government. (If any  permit
requirements or wetland regulations conflict
with these guidelines, comply with the permit
or regulation).

e Excavate only what is absolutely necessary to
meet engineering requirements. Do not put
excavated material in the wetland. (Excavated
material could be used in other areas of the
site to improve seeding success).

» If construction activities need to occur within
a wetland, activities should be timed,
whenever possible, when the ground is firm
and dry. Avoid early spring and fish-
spawning periods.

» Install flagging or fencing around wetlands to
prevent encroachment.

» Travel in wetlands should be avoided. Access
roads should avoid wetlands whenever
possible. Crossing a wetland should be at a
single location and at the edge of the wetland,
if possible.

» Never allow a spill to enter area wetlands.

Floodplains

o Design the project to maintain natural
drainage patterns and runoff rates if possible.

* Maintain as much riparian vegetation as
possible. If riparian vegetation is damaged or
removed during construction, replace with
native species.

» Use bioengineering techniques to stabilize
stream banks.

» Keep construction activity away from wildlife
crossings and corridors.

o Stockpile materials outside of the floodplain
and use erosion control techniques
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Woodlands and Isolated Trees in

Disturbed Areas

* Protect trees on sites with severe design
limitations, such as steep slopes and highly
erodible soils.

» Preserve trees along watercourses to prevent
bank erosion, decreased stream temperatures,
and to protect aquatic life.

e Protect the critical root zone of trees during
construction. This is the area directly beneath
a tree’s entire canopy. For every inch of
diameter of the trunk, protect 1.5 feet of area
away from the trunk.

Criticdd Root Zone
Extends gul from the trunk to the drip line,
or to a distance of 1.5 per inch of D)
whichever ia greater

Ful Root Zore
Extends ot 2 to 3 fimes beyord the Grifd Root 2 ———

Figure 4 Critical Root Zone of a Tree

Source: www.ncufc.org/

* Avoid trenching utilities through the tree’s
critical root zone.

* Avoid piling excavated soil around any tree.

* Replace trees removed during construction
with native trees.

e Conduct post-construction monitoring to
ensure trees impacted by construction receive
appropriate care.

General Construction Considerations
* Conduct a pre-construction meeting with
local jurisdiction officials, contractors, and
subcontractors to discuss natural resource
protection. Communicate agreed-upon goals
to everyone working on the project.

e Insert special requirements addressing
sensitive  natural areas into  plans,
specifications, and estimates provided to
construction contractors. Note the kinds of
activities that are not allowed in sensitive
areas.

e Confine construction and staging areas to the
smallest necessary and clearly mark area
boundaries. Confine all construction activity
and storage of materials to designated areas.

* Install construction flagging or fencing
around  sensitive areas to  prevent
encroachment.

e Excavate only what is absolutely necessary to
meet engineering requirements. Do not put
excavated material in sensitive areas.
(Excavated material could be used in other
areas of the site to improve seeding success.)

e Conduct onsite monitoring during
construction to ensure sensitive areas are
protected as planned. Conduct post-
construction monitoring to ensure sensitive
areas that were impacted by construction
receive appropriate care.

Maintenance

The preservation of open space creates maintenance
concerns related to who is required to perform the
maintenance activities. Legally, the designated open
space may be conveyed to the local government.
More likely, ownership of these natural areas will
be assumed by homeowners’ associations or simply
the specific individual property homeowners where
these resources are located. Specific maintenance
activities will depend upon the type of vegetation
present in the preserved natural area where
woodlands require little to no maintenance and
open lawn require higher maintenance.
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Figure 5 Protecting Woodlands

When development encroaches into sensitive areas,
dealing with their special challenges invariably adds
to development and construction costs. Sometimes
these added costs are substantial, as in the case of
working with wetlands or steep slopes.

Sometimes costs emerge only in longer-term
operation, like encroachment in floodplains. This
can translate into added risk of building damage for
future owners, as well as health and safety impacts,
insurance costs, and downstream flooding. If all
short- and long-term costs of impacting sensitive
areas were quantified and tallied, total real costs of
sensitive area encroachment would increase
substantially. ~ Conversely, protecting sensitive
areas results not only in cost savings, but also in
water quality benefits.

At the same time, reduction in potential
development areas resulting from protecting and
conserving sensitive areas can have the effect of
altering even reducing a proposed
development program, thereby reducing
development yield and profit. To address this, this
BMP can be applied in tandem with the cluster
development BMP.

Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Protect Sensitive Areas

ITEM

Page
No.

YES | NO | N/A NOTES

Define sensitive resources at proposed development
site (see Key Design Features for list of sensitive
resources)

1,2

Map sensitive resources at proposed development
site

1,2

Prioritize/weight sensitive areas, as necessary and
appropriate

Develop potential development area map, or
comparable, defined as converse/negative of
sensitive areas, with priorities/weightings as
necessary and appropriate.

Determine baseline development plan, compatible
with municipal ordinance.

Iteratively fit baseline development plan to potential
development area, minimizing sensitive area
encroachment?

Is this BMP process required by municipality? Yes
or no, has applicant followed these steps, or
comparable?

3,4
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BMP Fact Sheet

REDUCE IMPERVIOUS
SURFACES

Reducing impervious surfaces includes minimizing areas such as streets,
parking lots, and driveways. By reducing the amount of paved surfaces,
stormwater runoff is decreased while infiltration and evapotranspiration

opportunities are increased.

Figure 1 Grassed overflow parking areas (NEMO, University of Connecticut)

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Yes Volume High
. Groundwater .

Commercial Yes Recharge High
Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate High
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Limited TSS Medium
Highway/Road Yes TP Low

. NOs Low
e ves Temperature Medium

Additional Considerations

Cost Low
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance High

aey Design Features \

Streets

Parking Lots

Lot Level

Benefits

Limitations

\_

Evaluate traffic volumes and street
parking requirements

Consult with local fire department and
road agencies

If available, consider a private road
ordinance, as necessary, to minimize
width

Minimize pavement widths and
lengths by using alternative roadway
layouts, restricting on-street parking,
minimizing cul-de-sac radii, and using
permeable pavers

Evaluate parking requirements
considering average demand as well
as peak demand

Consider smaller parking stalls and/or
compact parking spaces

Analyze parking lot layout to evaluate
the applicability of narrowed traffic
lanes and slanted parking stalls

If appropriate, minimize impervious
parking area by using overflow
parking areas constructed of pervious
paving materials

Use maximum lot coverage
requirements to manage the amount of
impervious surfaces

Reduce front yard setbacks to allow
for shorter driveways

Use alternative materials for patios,
sidewalks, driveways, as appropriate

Directly reduces runoff volumes and
peak rates

Reduces development and
maintenance costs

Enhances aesthetics and habitat

Must comply with local private road
ordinances
Must comply with vehicular safety

standards j
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Description and Function

Reducing street imperviousness performs valuable
stormwater functions in contrast to conventional
development in the following ways:

e Increases infiltration,
e Decreases runoff volumes,
e Increases stormwater time of concentration,

e Improves water quality by decreasing
nonpoint source pollutant loading, and
e Decreases the concentration and energy of

Design Considerations

Street Width

Streets usually are the largest single component of
imperviousness  in  residential  development.
Universal application of high-volume, high-speed
traffic design criteria results in excessively wide
streets. Coupled with the perceived need to provide
both on-street parking and emergency vehicle
access, the end result is residential streets that may
be 36 feet or greater in width.

The American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)

stormwater. and the American Association of State Highway
Jurisdiction Residential Street Pavement Width M§X|mum DE TR
(trips/day)
20 ft. (no parking) 0-3,500
State of New Jersey 28 ft. (parking on one side) 0-3,500
12 ft. (alley) --
State of Delaware 21 ft. (parking on one side) --
Howard County, Maryland 24 ft. (parking not regulated) 1,000
Charles County, Maryland 24 ft. (parking not regulated)
Morgantown, West Virginia 22 ft. (parking on one side) --
20 ft. 150
20 ft. (no parking) 350-1,000
Boulder, Colorado 22 ft. (parking on one side) 350
26 ft. (parking on both sides) 350
26 ft. (parking on one side) 500-1,000
12 ft (alley) --
16-18 ft. (no parking) 200
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 20-22 ft. (no parking) 200-1,000
26 ft. (parking on one side) 200
28 ft. (parking on one side) 200-1,000

Table 1 Narrow Residential Street Widths
Source: Cohen, 1992; Bucks County Planning Commission, 1980; Center for Watershed Protection, 1998

Imperviousness greatly influences stormwater
runoff volume and quality by increasing the rapid
transport of stormwater and collecting pollutants
from atmospheric deposition, automobile leaks, and
additional sources.

Stream degradation has been observed at
impervious levels as low as 10-20 percent
watershed-wide when these areas are managed
conventionally. Recent findings indicate that
degradation is observed even at much lower levels
of imperviousness. Reducing imperviousness
improves an area’s hydrology, habitat structure, and
water quality.

and  Transportation Officials  (AASHTO)
recommend that low-traffic-volume roads (less than
50 homes or 500 daily trips) be as narrow as 22
feet. Some municipalities have reduced their lowest
trafficable residential roads to 18 feet or less.
Higher-volume roads are recommended to be wider.
Table 1 provides sample road widths from different
jurisdictions.

Need for adequate emergency vehicle access,
notably fire trucks, also leads to wider streets.
While it is perceived that very wide streets are
required for fire trucks, some local fire codes permit
roadway widths as narrow as 18 feet (Table 2).
Concerns also exist relating to other vehicles and
maintenance activities on narrow streets. School
buses are typically nine feet wide, mirror to mirror.
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Source

Residential Street Width

U.S. Fire Administration

18-20 ft.

Baltimore County, Maryland Fire Department

16 ft. (no on-street parking)

24 ft. (on-street parking)

Virginia State Fire Marshall

18 ft. minimum

24 ft. (no parking)

Prince George’s County, Maryland Department of

30 ft. (parking on one side)

Environmental Resources

36 ft. (parking on both sides)

20 ft. (fire truck access)

Portland, Oregon Office of Transportation

18 ft. (parking on one side)

Table 2 Fire Vehicle Street Requirements

Source: Adapted from Center for Watershed Protection, 1998

Prince George’s and Montgomery Counties in
Maryland require only a 12-foot driving lane for
buses (Center for Watershed Protection, 1998).

Similarly, trash trucks require only a 10.5-foot
driving lane. Trash trucks have a standard width of
nine feet (Waste Management, 1997; BFI, 1997). In
some cases, road width for emergency vehicles may
be added through use of permeable pavers for
roadway shoulders.

Snow removal on narrower streets is readily accom-
plished with narrow, eight-foot snowplows.
Restricting parking to one side of the street allows
accumulated snow to be piled on the other side of
the street. Safety concerns are also cited as a
justification for wider streets, but increased vehicle-
pedestrian accidents on narrower streets are not
supported by research. In fact, wider streets have
been shown to promote increased speeds and
accidents. The Federal Highway Administration
states that narrower streets reduce vehicle travel
speeds, lessening the incidence and severity of
accidents.

Higher density developments require wider streets,
but alternative layouts can minimize street widths.
For example, in instances where on-street parking is
desired, impervious pavement is used for the travel
lanes, with permeable pavers placed on the road
apron for the parking lanes. The width of permeable
pavers is often the width of a standard parking lane
(six to eight feet). This design approach minimizes
impervious area while also providing an infiltration
and recharge area for the impervious roadway
stormwater.

Street Length
Numerous factors influence street length, including

clustering techniques. As with street width, street
length greatly impacts the overall imperviousness of
a developed site. While no one prescriptive
technique exists for reducing street length,
alternative street layouts should be investigated for
options to minimize impervious cover. Successful
clustering design consistently has shown to reduce
required street lengths, holding development
programs constant (i.e., 100 homes successfully
clustered on a 100-acre property results in a
significant reduction in street length and total
imperviousness than 100 homes conventionally
gridded in large-lot development format).

Cul-de-sacs

The use of cul-de-sacs introduces large areas of
imperviousness into residential developments.
Some communities require the cul-de-sac radius to
be as large as 50 to 60 feet. Simply reducing the
radius from 40 feet to 30 feet can reduce the
imperviousness by 50 percent (Schueler, 1995).

When cul-de-sacs are necessary, three primary
alternatives can reduce their imperviousness; reduce
the required radius, incorporate a landscaped island
into the center of the cul-de-sac, or create a T-
shaped (or hammerhead) turnaround (Figure 2). To
reduce the radius, many jurisdictions have
identified required turnaround radii (Table 3).
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Figure 2 Five Cul-de-Sac Options
Source: Center for Watershed Protection, 1998

A landscaped island in the center of a cul-de-sac
can provide the necessary turning radius,
minimizing impervious cover. This island can be
designed as a depression to accept stormwater
runoff from the surrounding pavement, thus
furthering infiltration. A flat apron curb will
stabilize roadway pavement and allow for runoff to
flow into the cul-de-sac’s open center.

A T-shaped turnaround reduces impervious surface
even further — yielding a paved area less than half
that of a 30-foot radius turnaround. Since vehicles
need to make a three-point turn to drive out, T-

Source Radius
Portland, Oregon Office of 35 ft (with fire
Transportation dept. approval)

38 ft (outside
turning radius)

Buck County, Pennsylvania
Planning Commission

Fairfax County, Virginia Fire

and Rescue 451t

Baltimore County, Maryland
Fire Department

35 ft (with fire
dept. approval)

Montgomery County, Maryland

Fire Department 45t

Prince George’s County,
Maryland Fire Department

Table 3 Cul-de-sac Turning Radii
Source: Adapted from Center for Watershed Protection, 1998

43 ft

shaped turnarounds are most appropriate on streets
with 10 or fewer homes.

Parking

Parking lots often comprise the largest percentage
of impervious area. Parking lot size is dictated by
lot layout, stall geometry, and parking ratios.
Modifying any or all of these three aspects can
serve to minimize the total impervious areas
associated with parking lots. Parking ratio
requirements and accommodating peak parking
demand often provide parking capacity substan-
tially in excess of average parking needs. This
results in vast quantities of unused impervious
surface. A design alternative to this scenario is to
provide designated overflow parking areas.

The primary parking area, sized to meet average
demand, might still be constructed on impervious
pavement to meet local construction codes and
American with Disabilities Act requirements.
However, the overflow parking area, designed to
accommodate increased parking requirements
associated with peak demand, could be constructed
on pervious materials (e.g., permeable pavers, grass
pavers, gravel. See Porous Pavement BMP Fact
Sheet). This design approach, focused on average
parking demand, will still meet peak parking
demand requirements while reducing impervious
pavement.

Parking Ratios

Parking ratios express the specified parking require-
ments provided for a given land use. These
specified ratios are often set as minimum
requirements. Many developers seeking to ensure
adequate parking provide parking in excess of the
minimum parking ratios. Additionally, commercial
parking is often provided to meet the highest hourly
demand of a given site, which may only occur a few
times per year. However, average parking demand
is generally less than the typical required parking
ratios (Table 4).

Parking spaces are comprised of five impervious
components (Center for Watershed Protection,
1998):

1. The parking stall,

2. The overhang at the stall’s edge,

3. A narrow curb or wheel stop,

4. The parking aisle that provides stall access,

and
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5. A share of the common impervious areas
(e.g., fire lanes, traffic lanes).

imperviousness achieved through reduced street
widths and lengths and reduced paved parking areas

Land Use

Single Family Home
Shopping Center
Convenience Store

Parking Ratio

2 spaces per dwelling unit

5 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA
3.3 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA
Industrial 1 space per 1,000 ft. of GFA
Medical/Dental Office 5.7 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA
(GFA - Gross Floor Area, excluding storage and utility space)

Average Parking Demand

1.1 spaces per dwelling unit
3.97 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA
Not available

1.48 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA

4.11 spaces per 1,000 ft. of GFA

Table 4 Example Minimum Parking Ratios

Source: Institute of Transportation Engineers, 1987; Smith, 1984: Wells, 1994

Of these, the parking space itself accounts for
approximately 50 percent of the impervious area,
with stall sizes ranging from 160 to 190 square feet.

Several measures can be taken to limit parking
space size. First, jurisdictions can review standard
parking stall sizes to determine their
appropriateness. A typical stall dimension may be
10 feet by 18 feet, much larger than needed for
many vehicles. The great majority of SUVs and
vehicles are less than seven feet in width, providing
opportunity for making stalls slightly narrower and
shorter. In addition, a typical parking lot layout
includes parking aisles that accommodate two-way
traffic and perpendicularly oriented stalls. The use
of one-way aisles and angled parking stalls can
reduce impervious area.

Municipalities can also stipulate that parking lots
designate a percentage of stalls as compact parking
spaces. Smaller cars comprise a significant
percentage of vehicles and compact parking stalls
create 30 percent less impervious cover than
average-sized stalls (Center for Watershed
Protection, 1998).

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Quantifying impervious areas at a proposed devel-
opment site, pre- to post-development continues to
dominate stormwater calculations. Stormwater
calculations, as discussed in the discussion under
LID Approach in Post-Construction Stormwater
Quality Management Chapter of the Technical
Standards, are sensitive to pervious areas and their
contribution to total volume of runoff, increased
peak rate of runoff, and increased generation of
nonpoint source pollutants. A reduction in

automatically reduces the volume and peak rate of
runoff. To the extent that water quality is linked to
runoff volume, reduction in imperviousness
translates into a reduction in water quality
management requirements as compared with
standard design.

Maintenance

A reduction in impervious area results in decreased
maintenance. For example, whether publicly or
privately maintained, reducing roadway or parking
lot imperviousness typically translates into
reduction in all forms of maintenance required,
from basic roadway repair to winter maintenance
and snow removal.

Street Width

Costs for paving are estimated to be approximately
$15 per square yard (Center for Watershed
Protection, 1998), which would be considerably
higher in current dollars. At this cost, for each one-
foot reduction in street width, estimated savings are
$1.67 per linear foot of paved street. For example,
reducing the width of a 500-foot road by five feet
would result in a savings of over $4,100, which
would be considerably higher in current dollars.
This cost is exclusive of other construction costs
including grading and infrastructure.

Street Length

Factoring in pavement costs at $15 per square yard
(as above), a 100-foot length reduction in a 25-foot-
wide road would produce a savings in excess of
$4,000 (much higher in current dollars).
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In addition to pavement costs, costs for street
lengths, including traditional curb and gutter and
stormwater management controls, are
approximately $150 per linear foot of road (Center
for Watershed Protection, 1998), which would be
considerably higher in current dollars. Decreasing
road length by 100 feet would save an additional
$15,000, for a combined total of $19,100.

Parking

Estimates for parking construction range from
$1,200 to $1,500 per space (Center for Watershed
Protection, 1998), which would be significantly
higher in current dollars. For example, assuming a
cost of $1,200 per parking space, reducing the
required parking ratio for a modest 20,000 square
foot shopping strip from five spaces per 1,000
square feet to four spaces per 1,000 square feet
would represent a savings of $24,000.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Reducing Impervious Surfaces

ITEM Pﬁge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Check municipal ordinances for requirements/
specifications for roads, drives, parking, walkways, 1

other (problems vs. opportunities?), including safety
requirements.

Have both macro (e.g., clustering) and micro site
planning (e.g., reduced setbacks) activities been applied 1,3

fully?

Have LID impervious reduction standards for roads,

drives, parking, and other impervious areas been

consulted and applied? 2-4
» Street Width: See Tables 1 and 2 on Pages 2-3
» Cul-de-sac: See Table 3 on Page 4

Have roads and drives been reduced or narrowed as

much as possible? 1-3
Have macro parking ratios, lot layout, sharing strategies,
and micro strategies (sizes/dimensions) been applied 45

fully?
» Parking Ratios: See Table 4 on Page 5

Have pervious surfaces been applied for roads, drives,
walks, parking, patios, and other hard surfaces, with 5
maintenance been provided?

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations
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BMP Fact Sheet

STORMWATER DISCONNECTION

Minimize stormwater volume by disconnecting roof leaders, impervious roads,
and driveways and direct runoff to other BMPs including vegetated areas that
infiltrate at the site.
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Figure 1 Curb cuts and veetae areas alo a ortlad, OR street (USPA, picasaweb)

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Yes Volume High
. Groundwater .
Commercial Yes Recharge High
Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate High
Industrial Limited Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Limited TSS High
Highway/Road Limited TP High
Low/Med
Recreational Yes e
Temperature High
Additional Considerations
Cost Low
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance Low

(Variations \

e Rooftop disconnection

e Driveway/walkway/small parking
areas/patio disconnection

e Minor roads

o Distribute to existing vegetated
services

e Distribute to existing depressions,
re-graded areas

o Distribute via curb cuts/curb
removal

Key Design Features

e Encourages shallow sheet flow
through vegetated areas

o Directs flows into stabilized
vegetated areas, including on-lot
swales and bioretention areas

e Limits the contributing rooftop area
to a maximum of 500 ft? per
downspout

e Maximizes overland flows

e Minimizes use of curb and gutter
systems and piped drainage
systems

Site Factors

e Water table to bedrock depth:
two-foot minimum

e Soils: A/ B

e Slope: maximum 5 percent

e Potential hotspots: No

e Max. drainage area: rooftop area of
1,000 ft?

Benefits
e Reduces runoff volume and peak
rate
e Increases water quality benefits

Limitations

Ko Requires area for infiltration )
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Description and Function

Roofs, roads, and driveways account for a large
percentage of post-development imperviousness.
These surfaces influence stormwater quality and
runoff volume by facilitating the rapid transport of
stormwater and collecting pollutants from rainfall,
automobile leaks, and additional sources.

Disconnecting roof leaders and routing road and
driveway runoff from conventional stormwater
conveyance systems allows runoff to be collected and
managed onsite. Runoff can be directed to designed
vegetated areas for onsite storage, treatment, and
volume control. This is a distributed, low-cost method
for reducing runoff volume and improving stormwater
quality through:

e Increasing infiltration and evapotranspiration,
e Decreasing stormwater runoff volume, and
e Increasing stormwater time of concentration.

Curb culouls
Courteay Plarca County, WA [

Figure 2 Curb cut-outs allow stormwater runoff from a
parking lot to flow into a bioretention swale

The suitability of vegetated swales to receive runoff
depends on land use, soil type, imperviousness of the
contributing watershed, and dimensions and slope of
the vegetated swale system. Use of natural low-lying
areas is encouraged; natural drainage courses should
be used and preserved.

Some ponding of water in areas receiving runoff may
occur. It is important to take into account site usage
when applying this BMP so that ponding does not
unnecessarily interfere with expected site use (includ-
ing backyard play areas). These areas should be shown
on plan documents and protected with easements and
deed restrictions.

Although this BMP can be applied in a variety of
development settings, it will likely be more successful
as lot size increases and density decreases. In
situations where clustering has not been fully
exercised and lots remain relatively large, these lots
and the large areas of perviousness make perfect
candidates for stormwater disconnection.

Variations

Disconnecting stormwater can be achieved through
identifying the source of runoff and how it will be
managed once disconnection occurs.

Source

Stormwater can flow from rooftop areas or from
impervious areas such as driveways, walkways, small
parking areas, minor roadways, and ancillary outdoor
areas such as patios. (Note: Roads and highways,
because of their greater runoff generation require
Structural BMPs.)

Management practices

A common and successful management practice is to
direct stormwater runoff to areas of existing
vegetation. Vegetation can be of varying types, from
established meadow to immature to mature woodland.
A particular variation to consider is grading
(crowning) of drives and minor roadways and

Directly Connected = —_
Impearvious Area S
Roof leaders ||
drain fo street |— — .
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Directly Connected
Impervious Area Raoafdrains
Minimized b lamm

Figure 3 Difference between maximizing and minimizing runoff
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eliminating curbing (or provision of curb cuts) so that
runoff is allowed to flow in an even and
non-concentrated manner onto adjacent vegetated
areas.

In addition to directing runoff to vegetated areas,
runoff may also be discharged to non-vegetated BMPs,
such as dry wells, rain barrels, and cisterns for
stormwater retention and volume reduction.

Another management practice includes routing runoff
to existing grades and depressions that can be used to
capture, store, and treat runoff. An important caveat is
that applying this BMP should not prompt grading and
disturbing areas which otherwise would not have been
disturbed. However, assuming that grading and
disturbance cannot be avoided, then subtle
adjustments to grading may create additional
management/storage opportunities for disconnected
runoff.

An ideal coupling of BMPs is to minimize the total
disturbed area of a site in coordination with
stormwater disconnection. This not only reduces
runoff volumes, peak rates, and pollutant loadings, but
also provides multiple decentralized opportunities to
receive disconnected flows.

Applications

Disconnection is ideal for most single-family
developments, but can also be applied to many
development sites, including larger office parks and
retails centers. Industrial developments, with their
larger impervious covers and greater runoff volumes,
make stormwater disconnection a challenge. Even so,
there are isolated applications which are beneficial and
promote LID objectives. Similarly, Ultra Urban and
Highway/Road developments with large flows would
be more limited in application.

If downspout disconnection is applied as a retrofit,
downspouts should be extended away from the base-
ment as many footing drains are attached to the
sanitary sewer system.

Design Considerations

Careful consideration should be given to the design of
vegetated collection areas. Concerns pertaining to
basement seepage and water-soaked yards are
warranted, with the potential arising for saturated
depressed areas and eroded water channels. Proper

design and use of bioretention areas, infiltration

BUSHES 2-3" HIGH. KEEP
TRAFFIC OFF PLANTED AREA

GRaSS

CORNER CURB PREVENTS
CARS FROM DRIVING ON
- GRASS

CONCRETE EDGING KEEPS.
GRASS OUT OF ASPHALT

1" WIDE CONCRETE EDGE 6" HIGH SLOTTED CuRB

BLACKTOR

[

“

Figure 4 Curb cuts as a method of stormwater disconnection

SECTION A-A'

trenches, and/or dry wells reduces or eliminates the
potential for surface ponding and facilitates
functioning during cold weather months. Where
basements exist, consider the direction of groundwater
flow and proximity.

Disconnection of small runoff flows can be
accomplished in a variety of ways (Prince George’s
County Department of Environmental Protection,
1997; Maryland Department of the Environment,
1997; Cahill, 2008).

1. Encourage shallow sheet flow through vegetated
areas.

2. Direct roof leader flow into BMPs designed
specifically to receive and convey rooftop
runoff.

3. Direct flows into stabilized vegetated areas,
including on-lot swales and bioretention areas.

4. Rooftop runoff may also be directed to onsite
depression storage areas.
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5. The entire vegetated “disconnection” area
should have a maximum slope of five percent.

6. Runoff should not be directed to vegetated areas
if there is reason to believe that pollutant
loadings will be elevated.

7. Roof downspouts or curb cuts should be at least
10 feet away from the nearest connected
impervious surface to discourage
“re-connections.”

a. Limit the contributing impervious area to a
maximum of 1,000 sg. ft. per discharge point.

b. Limit the contributing rooftop area to a
maximum of 1,000 sg. ft. per downspout,
where pervious area receiving runoff must be
at least twice this size.

c. For contributing areas greater than 1,000 sq.
ft., leveling devices are recommended.

8. The maximum contributing impervious flow
path length should be 75 feet.

9. For impervious areas, the length of the
disconnection area must be at least the length of
the contributing area (a minimum 75 feet for
discharges which are concentrated; 25 feet for
discharges which are not concentrated).

10. In all cases, flows from roof leaders should not
contribute to basement seepage.

Stormwater runoff from disconnection needs to be
monitored to ensure that flows do not become channel-
ized that can result in erosion. Attention must be given
to safe overflowing of larger storms, though clearly the
more frequent smaller storms are of greatest interest
and concern for successful design (use two-year storm
for erosion analysis). Make sure flow of water and
temporary ponding of water in management areas will
not become a problem.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Peak rate and volume

This BMP reduces total volume and peak rates of
runoff, as runoff is minimized from centralized
stormwater management systems at the development

site. Disconnection directly reduces volume and peak
rates, which reduces the need for structural BMPs.

Water quality improvement

In terms of rooftop disconnection, this BMP has
limited water quality benefit because rooftops
typically have minimal pollution. In terms of other
impervious area runoff sources being disconnected
(driveways, walkways, ancillary areas, minor roads),
water quality benefits can be significant given their
greater pollutant loadings.

Maintenance

When disconnecting stormwater from rooftops or
other impervious surfaces, maintaining the vegetated
areas is required, but is limited.

If using structural BMPs, such as bioretention or
vegetated swales, follow their specific maintenance
activities. Typical maintenance of vegetation includes
a biannual health evaluation of the vegetation and
subsequent removal of any dead or diseased vegetation
plus mulch replenishment, if included in the design.
This can be incorporated into regular maintenance of
the site landscaping. In some cases, if leaders are
directing stormwater to lawn  depressions,
maintenance may be as simple as mowing.

Stormwater disconnection reduces both construction
and maintenance costs due to less reliance on
traditional stormwater management infrastructure. In
addition, using existing or planned bioretention areas
within a site creates a double usage of these BMPs.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Disconnection

ITEM

Page
No.

YES

NO

N/A

NOTES

Are site factors conducive to disconnection
(infiltration- related factors? slope? other?)

2,3

Is proposed development type (e.g., residential,
commercial) conducive to disconnection? Free of hot
spots?

Have potential disconnection runoff sources been
adequately reviewed/utilized in terms of proposed
plan?

» Max. slope for entire vegetated
“disconnection” area: 5%

» Minimum distance of roof downspouts or
curb cuts from nearest connected impervious
surface to discourage ““re-connections™:

10 feet

» Max. contributing impervious area: 1000
ft? per discharge point

» Max. contributing rooftop area (receiving
pervious area must be twice this size): 1000
ft? per downspout

> If contributing area > 1000 ft, leveling
device is recommended

» Max. length of contributing impervious flow
path: 75 feet

» Minimum length of disconnection area to
contributing impervious area: 75 feet for
concentrated discharges; 25 feet for
non-concentrated discharges

3,4

Have potential disconnection management measures
been used/exploited for all potential sources?

2,3

Have Criteria and Runoff Reduction Recognitions
specifications for both rooftop and non-rooftop
sources of disconnection been satisfied?

Have disconnection calculation Runoff Reduction
Recognitions been properly entered, as specified in
Criteria and Runoff Reduction Recognitions?

» Denotes Minimum Design Consideration
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Part 2

Structural BMPs for LID
and Conventional
Approaches

— Introduction

— Bioretention (Raingardens)

— Capture Reuse

— Constructed Filter

— Detention Basins — Constructed Wetlands
— Detention Basins — Dry Pond

— Detention Basins — Underground Detention
— Detention Basins — Wet Pond

— Infiltration Practices

— Level Spreaders

— Native Revegetation

— Pervious Pavement with Infiltration

— Planter Boxes

— Riparian Buffer Restoration

— Soil Restoration

— Vegetated Filter Strip

— Vegetated Roof

— Vegetated Swale

— Water Quality Devices






INTRODUCTION TO

MANAGEMENT
CONVENTIONAL APPROACHES

This introductory segment focuses on structural Best
Management Practices (BMPs), and provides guidance
on selecting the proper BMPs for a site. Specifically,
this introductory segment discusses the following:

e The BMP selection process, including a matrix
that compares the key applications and functions
of each BMP,

e Cold climate considerations, and
An overviews of format and contents of the
structural BMP fact sheets

The structural BMPs, for which fact sheets are provided
includes an array of practices that are used both for LID
and conventional approaches to post-construction
stormwater quality management.

BMP Selection Process

Selecting BMPs which accomplish as many stormwater
functions as possible is important. At the same time,
meeting a certain function or level of pollution control
can require multiple BMPs integrated at the site, thus
creating a “treatment train.” Such treatment trains direct
stormwater to or through multiple BMPs in order to
achieve  quantity and/or quality  stormwater
management objectives. In addition, implementing
BMPs as part of a treatment train can also provide a
level of backup and needed redundancy, which provides
additional assurance if one BMP does not work as
designed (e.g., maintenance problems, large storm
event).

Some BMPs are more readily linked to other BMPs,
better lending themselves to treatment train config-
urations. For example, water quality devices and
constructed filters are often used in treatment trains to
pre-treat runoff before entering different types of infil-
tration-driven BMPs. In addition, vegetated swales and
vegetated filter strips link well with infiltration systems,
rain gardens, wet ponds, and constructed wetlands in
treatment trains.

How many of what BMPs should go where? Not all
structural BMPs are appropriate for each land develop-
ment at each site. The selection process of the large

PRACTICES

STRUCTURAL
FOR LID

BEST
AND

array of structural BMPs can be complex, as multiple
factors are juggled. The successful design process
requires balancing technical and nontechnical factors,
and is summarized in Figure 1. In order to assist a
quick comparison of the BMPs, Table 1 provides
summary information on potential applications,
stormwater quality and quantity functions, cost,
maintenance, and winter performance for each BMP.

Site design plan developers should look for perfor-
mance data that cites total volume into the BMP and out
of the BMP, with pollutant concentration or load infor-
mation for each. One of the most useful databases for
deriving performance information for structural
stormwater facilities is the International Stormwater
BMP Database, which includes information on more
than 300 BMP studies, performance analysis results,
tools for use in BMP performance studies, monitoring
guidance, and other study-related publications
(www.bmpdatabase.org/). Information in the database
aids in estimating the total pollutant load removed by a
BMP; i.e., input load minus output load. The total load
can be calculated using the volume of water entering
into or discharged from the BMP over a given period,
multiplied by the mean or average concentration of the
pollutant. Another tool that summarizes BMP
performance information is EPA’s Urban BMP
Performance Tool (www.bmpdatabase.org/). The
post- construction stormwater quality management
Chapter of the Technical Standards lists accepted,
default levels of treatment rate for 4 major pollutants for
pre-approved water quality control BMPs used in
conventional or LID approaches.

The factors in Figure 1 help guide comprehensive
stormwater planning and LID site design. Selecting
BMPs requires balancing numerous factors, including
the following:

Runoff quantity and runoff quality needs
BMP selection is often based on the pollutant loadings
and amount of stormwater runoff. For example, in areas
with high phosphorus runoff, infiltrations BMPs are
excellent choices for removing phosphorus as long as
other selection criteria (e.g., site factors) allow for these
techniques. BMP fact sheets provide guidance relating
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to BMP performance in terms of runoff volume,
groundwater recharge, peak rate, and water quality

(total suspended solids, total phosphorous, nitrogen,
and temperature).

Applicability
by land use

Closea to source

Structural
— BMP Selection
e Factors Meximize dual uss

il

P,

Construction

considerations i

i

Cosls

Figure 1 Factors to consider when selecting Structural BMPs
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Potential Applications

Stormwater Quantity Functions

Stormwater Quality Functions

GW Cost Maintenance PWlfnter
Residential | Commercial UltraUrban | Industrial Retro Road Rec Volume Recharge Peak Rate TSS TP NITROGEN! Temp erform.
Bioretention YES YES LIMITED | LIMITED YES YES YES | MED/HIGH | MED/HIGH | MEDIUM HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM | MEDIUM
Vegetated Filter Strip YES YES LIMITED® | LIMITED YES YES YES LOwW LOwW LOwW MED/HIGH | MED/HIGH ME(EI’(;”)GH MED/HIGH LOW LOW/MED HIGH
3,
= | Vvegetated swale YES YES LIMITED? YES LIMITED YES YES LOW/MED | LOW/MED | LOW/MED | MED/MIGH | LOW/HIGH | MEDIUM MEDIUM LOW/MED\ LOW/MED | MEDIUM
o
£ | Pervious Pavement YES® YES YES YES® YES? LIMITED® YES HIGH HIGH m’g HIGH* | MED/HIGH Low HIGH MEDIUM HIGH MEDIUM
£
= | infiltration Basin YES YES LIMITED? YES LIMITED | LIMITED NO HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH* | MED/HIGH | MED (NOs) HIGH LOW/MED LOW/MED | MED/HIGH
£
S | subsurface Infiltration Bed YES YES YES YES YES LIMITED NO HIGH HIGH HIGH HIGH* | MED/HIGH Low HIGH HIGH MEDIUM HIGH
S
€ | ifiltration Trench YES YES YES YES YES YES NO MEDIUM HIGH LOW/MED HIGH* | MED/HIGH | LOW/MED HIGH MEDIUM LOW/MED HIGH
c
g | orywen YES YES YES LIMITED YES NO NO MEDIUM HIGH MEDIUM HIGH' | MED/HIGH | LOW/MED HIGH MEDIUM LOW/MED HIGH
Level Spreaders YES YES NO YES YES YES YES LOW LOw LOw LOW LOow LOW (NOy) LOw LOW Low HIGH
Berming YES YES LIMITED? YES YES YES NO LOW/MED | LOW/MED | MEDIUM | MED/HIGH | MEDIUM MEDIUM MEDIUM LOW/MED LOW/MED | MED/HIGH
Planter Box YES YES YES LIMITED YES NO LIMITED | LOW/MED MED® MEDIUM | MEDIUM | LOW/MED | LOW/MED HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM | MEDIUM
B 5 | Vegetated Roof LIMITED YES YES YES YES N/A YES m%DH’ LOW® MEDIUM | MEDIUM | MEDIUM MEDIUM HIGH HIGH MEDIUM | MEDIUM
2E
> B2
=
gz Rain
> 3 4
55 | capture Reuse YES YES YES YES YES NO YES HIGH LOow LOw MED MEDIUM | MED(NO;) | MEDIUM | . S0 | MEDIUM | MEDIUM
Constructed Wetland YES YES YES YES YES YES YES LOwW LOwW HIGH HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM | LOW/MED HIGH LOW/MED | MED/HIGH
Wet Ponds/Retention Basin YES YES YES YES YES YES YES LOW LOow HIGH HIGH MEDIUM MEDIUM | LOW/MED HIGH LOW/MED | MED/HIGH
- C
.E% Constructed Filters LIMITED YES YES YES YES YES YES LOW® LOW? LOW? HIGH’ MEDIUM’ MEDIUM’ LOW MED/HIGH HIGH MEDIUM
c O
8% Water Quality Devices YES YES YES YES YES YES YES N/A N/A N/A VARIES | VARIES | VARIES(NO;) | NONE VARIES VARIES HIGH
£ £
2 & | underground Detention YES YES YES YES YES YES YES LOw LOwW HIGH N/A N/A N/A N/A HIGH MED/HIGH | MED/HIGH
2
e Sediment-
Extended|Detention/ YES YES YES YES YES YES YES LOW LOwW HIGH MEDIUM | MEDIUM LOW LOwW HIGH LOW, MED/HIGH
Dry Pond Vegetation-
High
,: E'e‘;?:r‘j:t‘i?n”ﬁer YES YES YES YES YES LIMITED YES | LOW/MED | LOW/MED | LOW/MED | MED/HIGH | MED/HIGH ME(ﬁ’g ')GH MED/HIGH LOW/MED Low HIGH
o 3,
=
S | Native Revegetation YES YES LIMITED YES ves | ummep | ves | LOWMED/ LOWIMEDT T owimeD | HiGH HIGH MED/HIGH | MEDIUM LOW/MED Low MEDIUM
(<5}
4
Soil Restoration YES YES YES YES LIMITED YES YES MED LOow MEDIUM HIGH HIGH MED/(NO;) | MEDIUM MEDIUM LOW HIGH

Table 1 BMP Summary Matrix

Notes:

1 — Reported as TN except as noted as (NO3)

2 — Difficult to apply due to space limitations typically associated with these land uses.

3 — Applicable with special design considerations
4 — This assumes TSS loads and their debris have been managed properly before entering the BMP to prevent clogging

5 — Requires infiltration planter box.

6 — Although vegetated roofs can be used very successfully in combination with infiltration systems.
7 — Sand filters only (For filters with infiltration, see Subsurface Infiltration Bed section, or other infiltration BMP sections. For manufactured systems, see manufacturer's information, as well as results from independent verification.

8 — Increases with infiltration
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Close to source

Manage stormwater runoff as close to the source, or
origin, as possible. Implementing this factor will vary
by site and by the proposed development. For
example, vegetated swales may work well in new
development, but would unlikely be used as part of a
retrofit.

Maximize dual use

Consider integrating stormwater management into
already disturbed areas (e.g., stormwater recharge beds
beneath parking areas, play fields on infiltration basins).
This can minimize total disturbed area and, in some
cases, provide recreational opportunities for residents or
employees. For example, Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan located in Detroit, built a green roof on their
parking structure that incorporated a running track for
their employees.

Site factors

Each site should be inventoried for certain characteris-
tics (e.g., soil type, depth to water table, slopes) which
should be incorporated into the BMP selection process.
For example, some sites in Indiana might be character-
ized by a high water table, surface bedrock, or
extremely slow-draining soils, which would make using
infiltration BMPs challenging. BMP fact sheets
highlight these site factors which are discussed in more
detail in each BMP Design Considerations section. In
addition, each BMP has a Designer/Reviewer’s
Checklist that allows for quick review of the
consideration of each key site factor in the design
process.

Costs

BMP costs include both construction and long-term
maintenance activities. Costs are often related to the
size and nature of the development. The BMP fact
sheets, as well as the more detailed discussions, provide
approximate cost information, although construction
and maintenance costs tend to be site and
development-specific.

Construction considerations

Many BMPs have construction guidelines to provide
additional guidance. For example, locating and properly
using excavation equipment is critical during construc-
tion of infiltration BMPs to avoid soil compaction. In
addition, recommended construction materials specific

to individual BMPs are listed in the Recommended
Materials Appendix.

Maintenance issues

Ease of maintenance and needed repairs are critical
issues to consider in selecting a BMP. Some BMPs
require greater maintenance to function properly.
However, they may also achieve greater stormwater
quantity and quality goals specific to the objectives of
the site. Vegetated BMPs require various types of
landscape care. Structural BMPs such as pervious
pavement require periodic vacuuming, while
infiltration basins, trenches, and dry wells are likely to
require little maintenance. Some BMPs, especially
those with plantings, may naturally improve in
performance over time as vegetation grows and
matures. In any case, general maintenance requirements
are discussed for each BMP. The Maintenance
Inspection Checklists Appendix includes example
Inspection Checklists for maintenance activities that
should be considered. In addition, the Stormwater
Management Practices Maintenance  Agreement
Appendix includes Model Maintenance Agreements
between property owners and the jurisdiction entity for
maintenance of BMPs.

Aesthetic/Habitat related issues
Landscape enhancement is becoming an ever-greater
goal in most communities and developments. In some
cases, developers are willing to pay for BMPs which
serve to make their developments more attractive and
improve value and marketability. For example, rain
gardens make yard areas more attractive. Wet ponds
and constructed wetlands, naturally planted swales and
filter strips, vegetated roofs, and many other BMPs can
be integrated into landscape design while creating value
and solving stormwater problems. In addition, many of
these BMPs add habitat values and provide other
environmental benefits. BMP fact sheets and the
detailed BMP discussions provide additional informa-
tion on aesthetics.

Applicability by land use

Some land uses lend themselves to certain BMPs. Low
density residential development lacks large congregate
parking areas conducive to pervious pavement with
infiltration. Conversely, rain barrels are especially good
for residential use, but vegetated roofs are unlikely to be
used on single-family homes. Successful LID programs
strive to match the BMP with the land use and user type,
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as listed on BMP fact sheets (applications) and detailed
in each BMP discussion.

Cold Climate Considerations

Another important design consideration is how the
BMP will function in our cold climate. The detailed
design considerations in each BMP are written to
address typical cold climate issues. In addition, cold
climate is discussed throughout each BMP’s various
recommendations including a specific section dedicated
to winter considerations.

In general, the techniques described in this manual can
be used very effectively in cold climate settings such as
Indiana (when the appropriate recommendations are
followed). In addition, LID encourages stormwater
management systems and treatment trains that can offer
increased resiliency for cold climate issues.

Critical aspects of winter conditions are extremely cold
temperatures, sustained cold periods, polluted
snow-melt, and a short growing season (Table 2).
Extreme cold can cause rapid freezing and burst pipes.
Sustained cold can result in development of thick ice or

snowpack all winter, as well as material it picks up as it
flows over the land’s surface.

Chloride is the cause of many problems associated with
snowmelt runoff. Chloride is a very soluble chemical
that migrates easily through treatment systems and soil.
Avoiding over-application of chloride, and routing
runoff properly are effective ways to reduce damage to
LID BMPs.

General considerations

Avoid pipe freezing by laying pipes and installing
underground systems below the typical frost line. Pipe
freezing for standpipes is not likely to be an issue, but
conveyance pipes laid nearly horizontal should be
below the freezing line. In Indiana, most communities
plant at least a foot or two of groundcover over
stormwater pipes to minimize the risk of pipe freezing.
Over-excavation and filling with sand and gravel
around stormwater pipes will also help with frost
penetration and frost heave.

Research in the Saginaw River valley in Michigan has
shown (for the winter of 1996-1997) that soils in
cultivated areas with little to no snow cover froze to

Climactic Condition BMP Design Challenge
e Pipe Freezing
e Permanent pool ice cover
Cold Temperatures e Reduced biological activity
e Reduced oxygen levels during ice cover
e Reduced settling velocities
e  Frost heaving
Deep Frost Line e Reduced soil infiltration
e Pipe freezing
Short Growing e Short time period to establish vegetation
Season e Different plant species appropriate to cold climates than moderate climates
e  High runoff volumes during snowmelt and rain-on snow
- e High pollutant loads during spring melt
Sl LS AL e  Other impacts of road salt/deicers
e Snow management may affect BMP storage

Table 2 Cold Climate Design Challenges

frozen soil layers in some BMPs. On the other hand, the
deeper and more persistent the snow layer, the less
severe the soil freezing. Water quality problems
associated with snow melt occur because of the large
volume of water released during rain and snow events.
This runoff carries material that has accumulated in the

depths of up to eight inches, while in areas with forest
cover, leaf litter, and thin but persistent snow cover,
frost depths only reached about an inch (Schaetzl and
Tomczak, 2002). One conclusion that can be drawn
from this is that plant material should be left in
applicable stormwater BMPs to provide insulation
through the winter. The ability of persistent snow cover
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to act as insulation also suggests that some BMPs such
as bioretention areas, infiltration basins, and vegetated
swales can be used for snow storage (as long as it does
not cause physical damage to the vegetation or other
BMP components). However, large amounts of sand or
salt should be kept out of vegetated and infiltration
BMPs. Sand and salt can smother and/ or kill plants and
reduce infiltration/storage capacity. Sand should also
never be used on or adjacent to porous pavement
systems (see detailed BMP section).

In addition, some BMPs, such as hioretention areas
should be installed with a mulch layer that is two to
three inches thick. For maximum insulation effective-
ness, the mulch should be spread evenly and
consistently throughout the BMP (for details on mulch
see the individual BMP sections).

All biological activity is mediated by temperature. Cold
winter temperatures significantly decrease nutrient
uptake and pollutant conversion processes by plants and
microbes; however, soil microbes still live and consume
nutrients even in the dead of winter. Accumulation of
chloride is generally not a problem in shallow
biological systems, as long as very highly concentrated
levels are not directly routed to them.

[VVinter Pollution Prevention Tips \

e Choose proper de-icing materials

o Consider pre-wetting brine treatments to salt for better
application

o Load salt trucks on covered, impervious pads

o Calibrate salting vehicles often

e Properly manage salt storage piles

o Identify and avoid salt-sensitive areas prior to plowing

or salting j
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Infiltration considerations

As water cools its viscosity increases, reducing
particle-settling velocities and infiltration rates into the
soil. The problem with infiltration in cold weather is
theat ice that forms both over the tops of infiltration
practices and in the soil pore spaces. To avoid these
problems to the extent possible, the BMP must be
actively managed to keep it dry before it freezes in the
fall. This can be done by various methods including
limiting inflow, under-drainage, and surface disking.
Routing the first highly soluble portions of snowmelt to
an infiltration BMP provides the opportunity for soil
infiltration and treatment.

Infiltration practices are prohibited in proximity to
public water supply wells as discussed in the
Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Chapter, Section
F, Step 5 of the Technical Standards.

(Snow Storage Tip \

Commercial and industrial areas that plow their parking
and paved areas into big piles on top of pavement could
greatly improve runoff management if instead, they
dedicated a pervious area within their property for the
snow. Even pushing the plowed snow up and over a curb
onto a pervious grassed area will provide more treatment
than allowing snow to melt on a paved surface and run

QO a storm sewer. j

Detention considerations

For BMPs with a permanent pool, winter conditions can
create ice layers and reduce biological activity, oxygen
levels, and settling velocities. Ice layers can reduce the
permanent pool volume, act as an impervious surface
during rainfall, and potentially force incoming water
under ice layers and scour bottom sediments. Ice layers
can also reduce the oxygen exchange between the
air-water interface. If low oxygen levels extend to the
sediment-water interface, they can cause some adsorbed
pollutants, such as phosphorus and some metals, to be
released back into the water column. Reduced settling
velocities will potentially result in lower pollutant
removal rates.

Minimizing the effect of ice cover can help address
these issues and can be accomplished by maintaining
design storage volumes. Installing a control

mechanism, such as a valve, weir, or stop-log, can
reduce or eliminate outflow for the normal water quality
volume. This volume is then made available for
meltwater, which can be held and slowly released.

It is important to recognize the potential for detention
facilities to incur a buildup of pollutants (mostly
chloride applied to impervious surfaces) throughout the
winter. A balance needs to be considered in deciding
whether to adjust the detention level to pass
pollutant-laden runoff downstream or retain as much as
possible for later release when flows are higher.
Retaining polluted water all winter long only to
discharge it all at once in the spring is not in the best
interest of receiving waters; however, this is what can
happen in a detention BMP that is not being managed
for seasonal conditions. In no case should detention
BMPs be drained in the spring after a winter-long
accumulation of under-ice contaminants. If lowering is
done, it should occur in late fall prior to freeze-up.

Chloride-laden runoff can be denser than water already
in a basin, so it often pools at the bottom of the basin.
Without some level of mixing in the basin, the pool can
increase in chloride concentration over time. This is
especially important to consider during dewatering, or
if the pond will be used for irrigation and a pump is
placed in the bottom of the pond. Altering pump
placement or testing the bottom water before pumping
are two methods to avoid discharge or use of salty
water.

Overview of the Format of the
Structural BMP Fact Sheets

As with the nonstructural chapter, each BMP starts with
a summary sheet. This summary sheet provides a quick
overview of the BMP. Following each summary sheet is
detailed information on the BMP which includes:

Variations

Discusses the variations to the BMP, if they are
applicable. Examples include alternatives in design that
can increase storage capacity or infiltration rates.

Applications
Indicates in what type of land use the BMP is applicable
or feasible.
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BMP Family

BMP

Considerations

Runoff Volume
Minimization

Natural area
conservation

Preserving pervious areas for meltwater to infiltrate is effective to control
volume

Soil amendments

Enhancing soil permeability will increase infiltration of meltwater

Reducing impervious
surface

Preserving pervious areas for meltwater to infiltrate is effective to control
volume and minimize pollutants

Grass drainage channel

Routing meltwater over a pervious surface will yield some reduction in flow
and improved water quality

Rain barrel/cistern

Capturing meltwater from a building will reduce volume but ice build-up
could be a problem unless collection occurs below frost line

Permeable pavement

Recent research has shown this approach to be successful in cold climates
when properly installed and maintained, and when sanding is kept to a
minimum

Dry well

Effective as long as system is installed below the frost line to avoid ice
build-up

Planter box

These are designed more for the growing season, but they do provide a sump
area for runoff to collect and will infiltrate some volume

Vegetated roof

Recent research shows that slow melting in the spring reduces the volume
running off of roof surfaces

Bioretention

Rain gardens

By definition, these are growing-season practices, but they do provide a sump
area for storage and some infiltration during a melt

Constructed filter

Surface systems need to be fully dry before freeze-up for these to work
properly; subgrade systems can be very effective for meltwater treatment

Detention Facilities

Filtration . Vegetative filtering is reduced once vegetation dies back in fall; some physical
Vegetated filter L . . . : O
filtering will occur if vegetation density and depth are sufficient
Effective when designed, installed, and maintained properly; caution applies
. . Trench to limitations on source area to avoid high concentrations of chloride and
Infiltration toxi
OXiCS
Basin See above comment
Forebay Effective if designed with enough available volume to accommodate spring

meltwater

Storage components

Adaptations must be made to allow meltwater runoff to achieve appropriate
amount of treatment; treatment effectiveness usually lower in warm weather

Outlet

Proper design of the outlet structure can be the key to ponding effectiveness

Constructed
Wetlands

Forebay

See comment for forebay above

Storage components

Volume will be less than typical pond, but provide location for storage, some
infiltration, filtration, and some microbial activity; biological activity at a
minimum

Table 3 Additional BMP considerations for cold climate use

Design Considerations

Stormwater Calculations

This section includes a list of technical procedures to be
considered when designing for the individual BMP.
This specific design criteria is presented, which can
assist planners in incorporating conventional or LID
techniques into a site design, as well as provide a basis
for reviewers to evaluate submitted conventional or LID
techniques.

Provides specific guidance on achieving sizing criteria,
volume reduction, and peak rate mitigation, as appli-
cable.  This section also references the
Post-Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards which discusses in
detail how to achieve a specific standard or implement
measures that contribute to managing water onsite in a
more qualitative manner.
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Construction Guidelines

Provides a typical construction sequence for
implementing the BMP. However, it does not
specifically address soil erosion and sedimentation
control procedures. Erosion and sediment control
methods need to adhere to the the Post-Construction
Stormwater Quality Management Chapter of the
Technical Standards construction BMP requirements
contained in the Technical Standards document and the
latest requirements of IDEM’s Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control (Rule 5) Program.

Maintenance
Provides guidance on recommended maintenance
procedures for the BMP.

Winter Considerations
Discusses how well the BMP performs in Indiana’s cold
climate.

Cost

Provides general cost information for comparison
purposes. If specific dates of costs are not referenced in
this section, the costs reflect 2007 conditions.

Designer/Reviewer’s Checklist

Developed to assist a designer and or reviewer in
evaluating the critical components of a BMP that is
being designed. It references not only individual design
considerations, but also suggests review of additional
pertinent sections of the Technical Standards that may
need to be considered for implementation of that BMP.

References

Provides a list of sources of information utilized in the
creation of this section of the manual. This list also
provides sources that can be used for additional
information.
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BMP Fact Sheet

BIORETENTION (RAIN GARDENS) (riaﬁons \

Bioretention areas (often called rain gardens) are shallow surface depres-
sions planted with specially selected native vegetation to capture and treat
stormwater runoff from rooftops, streets, and parking lots.

e  Subsurface storage/infiltration
bed

e  Use of underdrain

e  Use of impervious liner

Key Design Features

e  Flexible in size and infiltration

e  Ponding depths 6-18 inches for
drawdown within 48 hours

e Native plants

e  Amend soil as needed

e  Provide positive overflow for
extreme storm events

Site Factors
e  Water table/bedrock separation:
two-foot minimum, four foot
recommended
e Soils: HSG A and B preferred; C
& D may require an underdrain
| _ : (see Infiltration BMP)
Figure 1 Residential rain garden, Lenexa KS (USEPA, picasaweb) *  Feasibility on steeper slopes
e Potential hotspots: Yes with
pretreatment and/or impervious

Stormwater Quantity Functions liner
Residential Yes Volume Med/High e  Maximum drainage area: 5:1, not
. Groundwater . more than 1 acre to one area
Commercial Yes Recharge Med/High
Ultra Urban Limited Peak Rate Medium Benefits
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions e Volume control and groundwater
R?tmf't Yes I=5 ngh recharge, moderate peak rate
Highway/Road Yes TP Medium control. filtration
Recreational Yes Tem Te’\rlature MS?I:m e  Versatile with broad applicability
P g e Enhance site aesthetics, habitat
e Potential air quality and climate
Additional Considerations benefits
Cost Medium
Maintenance Medium Limi i
_ , Imitations
Winter Performance Medium

e  Higher maintenance until
vegetation is established

e  Limited impervious drainage area

e Requires careful selection and

K establishment of plants )
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Description and Function

Bioretention is a method of managing stormwater
by pooling water within a planting area and
allowing the water to infiltrate the garden. In
addition to managing runoff volume and reducing
peak discharge rates, this process filters suspended
solids and related pollutants from stormwater
runoff. Bioretention can be implemented in small,
residential applications or as part of a management
strategy in larger applications.

Bioretention is designed into a landscape as a
typical garden feature, to improve water quality
while reducing runoff quantity. Rain gardens can be
integrated into a site with a high degree of
flexibility and can integrate nicely with other
structural management systems including porous
pavement parking lots, infiltration trenches, and
other non-structural stormwater BMPs.

Bioretention vegetation serves to filter (water qual-
ity) and transpire (water quantity) runoff, and
enhance infiltration. Plants absorb pollutants while
microbes associated with the plant roots and soil
break them down. The soil medium filters out
pollutants and allows storage and infiltration of
stormwater runoff, providing volume control. In
addition, engineered soil media may serve as a
bonding surface for nutrients to enhance pollutant
removal.

Properly designed bioretention techniques provide a
layer of compost that acts like a sponge to absorb
and hold runoff. Vegetation in the rain garden can
be diverse, through the use of many plant species
and types, resulting in a system tolerant to insects,
diseases, pollution, and climatic stresses.

The term “rain garden” is used to
refer to smaller-scale bioretention

@)retention can accomplis}

the following:
e Reduce runoff volume
e  Filter pollutants, through both soil
particles (which trap pollutants) and
plant material (which take up pollutants

facilities typically found on
residential properties
. J

e Provide habitat
is placed underneath)
e Reduce stormwater temperature impacts
e Higher maintenance until vegetation is
established
e Requires careful selection and
K establishment of plants /
simple bioretention area (or rain garden). Figure 3
illustrates a schematic of a bioretention area that is
complete specific stormwater management goals.
Pond depth, soil mixture, infiltration bed, perforated
structures may be designed according to the
specific, required  stormwater  management

e Recharge groundwater (if no underdrain

e Enhance site aesthetics

e Limited impervious drainage area
Figure 2 illustrates a schematic of a relatively
a more technically engineered structure, designed to
underdrains, domed risers, and positive overflow
functions.
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Figure 2 Schematic of a small residential rain garden
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Figure 3 Schematic of a technically engineered bioretention area
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Variations

A bioretention system is a depression in the ground
planted like a garden that provides for the storage
and infiltration of relatively small volumes of
stormwater runoff, often managing stormwater on a
lot-by-lot basis. This use of many small stormwater
controls versus one large detention area promotes
the low impact development goal of decentralized
treatment of stormwater. But, if greater volumes of
runoff must be managed or stored, a bioretention
system can be designed with an expanded
subsurface infiltration bed, or can be increased in
size. Typically, the ratio of impervious area
draining to the bioretention area should not exceed
five-to-one, and the total impervious area draining
to a single system should not be more than one acre.
Variations noted relate to performance types, flow
entrance, and positive overflow.

Performance types

Depending on varying site conditions, bioretention
can be designed to allow for 1) complete
infiltration, 2) infiltration/filtration, or 3) filtration.
These variations will often determine the need for
such design features as the gravel bed, double-
walled underdrains, and impervious liners.

Bioretention using complete infiltration occurs in
areas where groundwater recharge is beneficial and
the soils have the permeability necessary to
accommodate the inflow. This type of BMP is often
less expensive to construct because there is no
underdrain and the soils on site are often used.

The most common variation to this type of
bioretention includes a gravel or sand bed
underneath the planting bed and often accompanied
by the use of a double-walled underdrain. This
allows for additional storage or for areas with low
permeability to use bioretention as infiltration, as
well as, filtration (Figure 3). Some volume
reduction will occur through infiltration, as well as
evaporation and transpiration.

Another variation is to use bioretention primarily
for filtration. This is often used in contaminated
soils or hot spot locations using an impervious liner
to prevent infiltration and  groundwater

contamination. The primary stormwater function
then becomes filtration with some volume reduction
through evaporation and transpiration.

For areas with low permeability, bioretention may
achieve some infiltration while acting as detention
with peak rate control for all storms up to the design
storm.

Flow inlet

Pretreatment of runoff should be provided where
sediment or pollutants entering the rain garden may
cause concern or decreased BMP functionality. Soil
erosion control mats, blankets, or rock must be used
where runoff flows from impervious areas enter the
rain garden.

Flow inlet: Trench drain

Trench drains can accept runoff from impervious
surfaces and convey it to a rain garden. The trench
drain may discharge to the surface of the rain
garden or may connect directly to an aggregate
infiltration bed beneath.

[Educational Signage \

Once a bioretention area is established, installing
signage will help the general public and
maintenance crews recognize LID practices,
which can help promote sustainable stormwater
management. Educational signs can incorporate
LID goals and maintenance objectives, in
addition to the type of LID project being
employed.

\_ J

Flow inlet: Curbs and curb cuts
Curbs can be used to direct runoff from an impervi-
ous surface along a gutter to a low point where it
flows into the rain garden through a curb cut. Curb
cuts may be depressed curbs, or may be full height
curbs with openings cast or cut into them.

Positive overflow

A positive overflow, via the surface or subsurface,
is recommended to safely convey excessive runoff
from extreme storm events.
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Positive overflow: Domed riser

A domed riser may be installed to ensure positive,
controlled overflow from the system. Once water
ponds to a specified depth, it will begin to flow into
the riser through a grate, which is typically domed
to prevent clogging by debris.

Positive overflow: Inlet structure

An inlet structure may also be installed to ensure
positive, controlled overflow from the system. Once
water ponds to a specified depth, it will begin to
flow into the inlet.

Applications

Bioretention areas can be used in a variety of
applications, from small areas in residential lawns
to extensive systems in commercial parking lots
(incorporated into parking islands or perimeter
areas). Industrial, retrofit, highway/road, and
recreational areas can also readily incorporate
bioretention. One key constraint in using
bioretention in ultra-urban settings is space.

Residential

The residential property owner that wants to design
and build a rain garden at home does not need to go
through the engineering calculations listed under
stormwater calculations and functions. Assistance
with simple rain gardens is available from several
sources listed under the Plant Selection portion of
this BMP. Figure 4 shows a typical rain garden
configuration on a residential property.

Another source of water for a small rain garden is
connecting the roof leader from adjacent buildings.
The stormwater may discharge to the surface of the
bioretention area or may connect directly to an
aggregate infiltration bed beneath.

Tree and shrub pits

Tree and shrub pits intercept runoff and provide
shallow ponding in mulched areas around the tree
or shrub (Figure 5). Mulched areas should typically
extend to the tree’s drip line. Plant material should
be selected based on tolerance to standing water as
identified in Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix.

Shallow Grass _

Channel G
A

| . .." I~"

I\
| \!
- ‘ |
Rooftop runoff directed to N
recharge garden via 1 f

downspouts

-
— \

Figure 4 Single-family residential lot drainage schematic
Source: Claytor and Schueler, 1995 with modifications by
Cahill
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Figure 5 Tree planting detail

Roads and highways
Linear bioretention area feature may be used along
a highway. Runoff is conveyed along the concrete
curb until it reaches the end of the gutter, where it
spills into the vegetated area.

Parking lot island bioretention

In parking lots for commercial, industrial,
institutional, and other uses, stormwater
management and green space areas are limited. In
these situations, bioretention areas for stormwater
management and landscaping may provide multiple
benefits.

A bioretention area in a parking lot can occur in
parking lots with no curbs and with curbs. The no-
curb alternative allows stormwater to sheet flow
over the parking lot directly into the bioretention
area.

PLAN VIEW

MAX PONDED WATER [l MULCH
6" DEEP

In a curbed parking lot, runoff enters the
bioretention area through a curb cut. If the runoff
volume exceeds the ponding depth available, water
overflows the bioretention area and enters a
standard inlet.

A variation on this design is a direct underground
connection to the standard inlet from the
underground aggregate infiltration bed via an
overflow pipe.
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Primary Components of a Bioretention System

1. Pretreatment (may be necessary to help prevent clogging)
e Sediment removal through a vegetated buffer strip, cleanout, stabilized inlet, water quality inlet, or
sediment trap prior to runoff entry into the bioretention area
2. Flow inlet
e Varies with site use (e.g., parking island versus residential lot applications)
e Entering velocities must be non-erosive — use erosion control mats, blankets, or rock where concentrated
runoff enters the bioretention area
3. Ponding area
e Provides temporary surface storage of runoff and allows sediment to settle
e Provides evaporation for a portion of runoff
o Depth no more than 6-18 inches for aesthetics, functionality, and safety
4. Plant material (see the Recommended Plant Lists Appendix)
e Absorbs stormwater through transpiration
Root development creates pathways for infiltration
Bacteria community resides in the root system creating healthy soil structure with water quality benefits
Can improve aesthetics for site
Provides habitat for animals and insects
Reinforces long-term performance of subsurface infiltration
Ensures plants are salt tolerant if in a location that would receive snowmelt chemicals
Should be native plant species and placed according to drought and water tolerance
Should be selected based on tolerance to standing water as identified in Recommended Plant List for
BMPs Appendix
5. Organic layer or mulch
e Acts as a filter for pollutants in runoff
e Protects underlying soil from drying and eroding. Simulates leaf litter by providing environment for
microorganisms to degrade organic material
¢ Provides a medium for biological growth, decomposition of organic material, adsorption and bonding of
heavy metals
o Wood mulch should be shredded — compost or leaf mulch is preferred
6. Planting soil/volume storage bed
e Provides water/nutrients to plants
e Enhances biological activity and encourages root growth
e Provides storage of stormwater by the voids within the soil particles
e Provides surface for adsorption of nutrients
7. Positive overflow
e Provides for the direct discharge of runoff during large storm events when the subsurface/surface
storage capacity is exceeded
e Examples of outlet controls include domed risers, inlet structures, and weirs
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Design Considerations

Bioretention is flexible in design and can vary in
complexity according to site conditions and runoff
volume requirements. Design and installation
procedures may vary from very simple for
“backyard” rain gardens to highly engineered
bioretention areas in ultra-urban areas.

Infiltration BMPs should be sited so that they
minimize risk to groundwater quality and present
no threat to subsurface structures. Table 1 provides
recommended setback distances of bioretention
areas to various lot elements.

The distance from the bottom of the infiltration

Minimum distance

Setback from (feet)
Property line 10
Building foundation* 10
Private well 50
Public water supply well** 50
Septic system
drainfield** 100

* minimum with slopes directed away from building

** At least 200 feet from Type | or lla wells, 75 feet from Type Ilb
and 111 wells

*** 50 feet for septic systems with a design flow of less than 1,000
gallons per day

Tahle 1 Recommended Sethack Distances

BMP to the seasonal high groundwater level or
bedrock is recommended to be four feet. Two feet is
allowable, but may reduce the performance of the
BMP.

Bioretention is best suited for areas with at least
moderate infiltration rates (more than 0.25 inches
per hour) — see Infiltration BMP. In extreme
situations where permeability is less than 0.25
inches per hour, special variations may apply, such
as using amended subsoils or double-walled
underdrains (or using constructed wetlands instead).
The following procedures should be considered
when designing bioretention areas:

1. The flow entrance must be designed to
prevent erosion in the bioretention area. Some
alternatives include flared end sections,
erosion control mats, sheet flow into the
facility over grassed areas, rock at entrance to

bioretention area, curb cuts with grading for
sheet flow, and roof leaders with direct
surface connection.

A positive overflow system should be
designed to safely convey away excess
runoff. The overflow can be routed to the
surface in a non-erosive manner or to another
stormwater system. Some alternatives include
domed risers, inlet structures, weirs, and
berms.

Sizing criteria

a. Surface area is dependent upon storage
volume requirements, but should generally
not exceed a maximum loading ratio of 5:1
impervious drainage area to bioretention
area and no more than one acre drainage
area to one bioretention cell. However, for
design purposes, the total volume of water
generated from the contributing drainage
area must be used, not just the impervious
portion. See Infiltration BMP for
additional guidance on loading ratios.

The required bioretention surface area is
determined by taking the volume of runoff
to be controlled according to LID criteria,
and maintaining the maximum ponding
depth, loading rate, and emptying time.
Infiltration and evapotranspiration are
increased by increasing the surface area of
the bioretention area. The total surface
area needed may be divided into multiple
cells. This configuration may be useful to
collect runoff from both the front and back
of a building.

b. Surface side slopes should be gradual. For
most areas, a maximum of 3:1 side slopes
are recommended.

¢. The recommended surface ponding depth
is six inches. Up to 18 inches may be used
if plant selection is adjusted to tolerate
water depth. Drain within 24-48 hours.

d. Ponding area should provide sufficient
surface area to meet required storage
volume without exceeding the design
ponding depth. The subsurface infiltration
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bed is used to supplement surface storage
where appropriate.

4. Planting soil depth should generally be

between 18 and 48 inches where only
herbaceous plant species will be used. If trees
and woody shrubs will be used, soil media
depth may be increased, depending on plant
species. Native soils can be used as planting
soil or modified to be suitable on many sites.
Small, backyard rain gardens can generally
use existing soils without a specialized depth.
Planting soil should be approximately four
inches deeper than the bottom of the largest
root ball.

Planting soil should be capable of supporting
a healthy vegetative cover. Soils should be
amended with a composted organic material.
A recommended range of a soil mixture is 20-
40 percent organic material (compost), 30-50
percent sand, and 20-30 percent topsoil,
although any soil with sufficient drainage
may be used for bioretention.

Soils should also have a pH of between 5.5
and 6.5 (better pollutant adsorption and
microbial activity), a clay content less than 10
percent (a small amount of clay is beneficial
to adsorb pollutants and retain water although
no clay is necessary if pollutant loadings are
not an issue), be free of toxic substances and
unwanted plant material, and have a 5-10
percent organic matter content. Additional
organic matter can be added to the soil to
increase water holding capacity.

If brought from off site, sand should be
clean, coarse, and conform to ASTM C-33 or
AASHTO M-6 (Standard Specification for
Concrete Aggregates).

If the void space within an amended soil mix
will be used in calculating runoff volume
capacity in the system, tests should be
conducted on the soil’s porosity to determine
the available storage capacity.

Proper plant selection is essential for
bioretention areas to be effective. Typically,
native floodplain or wet meadow plant

species are best suited to the variable
environmental conditions encountered in a
bioretention area. Suggested species may
include Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis),
Blue Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica), New
England Aster (Aster novae-angliae), and
Brown Fox Sedge (Carex vulpinoidea) (See
Recommended Plant Lists Appendix for a
detailed list).

In most cases, seed is not the preferred
method for establishing plants in a
bioretention area. The fluctuating water levels
make it difficult for the seed to readily
establish, while the random nature of seeding
produces a look which previous experience
indicates is unacceptably “wild.” Therefore, it
is strongly recommended that live plant
material in plug or gallon-potted form be
used, and installed on 1-2 foot centers for a
more formal appearance. Shrubs and trees are
also recommended to be included in a
bioretention area.  Plant material should be
selected based on tolerance to standing water
as identified in Recommended Plant List for
BMPs Appendix.

Planting periods will vary but, in general,
trees and shrubs should be planted from mid-
April through early June, or mid-September
through mid-November. Native seed should
be installed between October 1 and June 1.
Live plant material (plugs or gallon pots)
should be installed between May 1 and June
15. Planting dates may be lengthened if a
regular water source can be provided.
Likewise, planting should be ceased at an
earlier date in the event of a drought year.

A maximum of 2-3 inches of shredded
hardwood mulch, aged at least six months to
one year, or leaf compost (or other
comparable product) should be uniformly
applied immediately after shrubs and trees are
planted to prevent erosion, enhance metal
removals, and simulate leaf litter in a natural
forest system. Wood chips should be avoided
as they tend to float during inundation
periods. In order to maintain oxygen flow,
mulch or compost should not exceed three
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inches in depth or be placed directly against
the stems or trunks of plants.

9. When working in areas with steeper slopes,
bioretention areas should be terraced laterally
along slope contours to minimize earthwork
and provide level areas for infiltration.

10. A subsurface storage/infiltration bed, if
used, should be at least six inches deep and
constructed of clean gravel with a significant
void space for runoff storage (typically 40
percent) and wrapped in geotextile fabric.

11. Underdrains are often not needed unless in-
situ soils are expected to cause ponding
lasting longer than 48 hours. If used,
underdrains are typically small diameter (6-
12 inches) perforated pipes in a clean gravel
trench wrapped in geotextile fabric (or in the
storage/infiltration bed). Underdrains should
have a flow capacity greater than the total
planting soil infiltration rate and should have
at least 18 inches of soil/gravel cover. They
can daylight to the surface or connect to
another stormwater system. A method to
inspect and clean underdrains should be
provided (via cleanouts, inlet, overflow
structure, etc.)

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

When designing a bioretention area, it is
recommended to follow a two-step process:

1. Initial sizing of the bioretention area based
on the principles of Darcy’s Law.

2. Verify that the loading ratio and the
necessary volume reductions are being met.

Initial sizing of the bioretention area
Bioretention areas can be sized based on the
principles of Darcy’s Law, as follows:

With an underdrain:
Ai=V *d¢/ [k* (he + df) * t5]

Without an underdrain:
A=V *di /i * (he + ds) * t1]

Where:
A = surface area of filter bed (ft?)
V =required storage volume (ft3)
ds = filter bed depth (ft)
k = coefficient of permeability of filter media
(ft/day)
i = infiltration rate of underlying soils (ft/day)
h¢= average height of water above filter bed (ft)
ts = design filter bed drain time (days)

A *quick check” for sizing the bioretention area is
to ignore the infiltration rate and calculate the
storage volume capacity of the bioretention area as
follows:

Ainr= (Area of bioretention area at ponding depth +
Bottom area of bioretention area) divided by two =
Infiltration area (average area)

The size of the infiltration area is determined by the
volume of water necessary to remove as determined
by LID criteria, depth of the ponded area (not to
exceed 18 inches), infiltration rate of the soil,
loading ratio, and, if applicable, any subsurface
storage in the amended soil or gravel.

This volume can be considered removed if the
bioretention is not underdrained. If the bioretention
cell is underdrained, consider the bioretention cell
as a detention device with the volume calculated
above discharged to a surface water over time t.

Verification of meeting volume reduction
requirements

The bioretention facility should be sized to
accommodate the desired volume reductions
towards the required Channel Protection VVolume or
the required Water Quality VVolume, as appropriate
(see the Post-Construction Stormwater Quality
Management Chapter of the Technical Standards).

The volume of a bioretention area can have three
components: surface storage volume, soil storage
volume, and infiltration bed volume. These three
components should be calculated separately and
added together. The goal is that this total volume is
larger than the required Channel Protection VVolume
or the Water Quality Volume, as appropriate. If the
total volume is less than the required volume,
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another adjustment may be needed to the
bioretention area (e.g., increased filter bed depth).

Total volume calculation:

1. Surface storage volume (ft®) = Average bed
area (ft?) * Maximum design water depth (ft)

2. Soil storage volume (ft®) = Infiltration area
(ft?) * Depth of amended soil (ft) * Void ratio
of amended soil.

3. Subsurface storage/Infiltration bed volume
(ft}) = Infiltration area (ft?) * Depth of
underdrain material (ft) * Void ratio of
storage material

Total bioretention volume = Surface storage
volume + Soil storage volume (if applicable) +
Infiltration bed volume (if applicable).

Peak rate mitigation

The discussion under LID Approach in Post-
Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards provides
information on methodology to account for the
provided distributed storage for the purpose of
calculating the required detention pond size for
peak rate control. If an underdrain is required, the
bioretention also acts as a detention practice with a
discharge rate roughly equal to the infiltration rate
of the soil multiplied by the average bed area. The
discharge rate should be counted towards the site’s
allowable release rate (if not leading to the site’s
detention pond) or as inflow to the site’s detention
pond (if an underdrain would eventually empty into
the site’s detention pond).

Water Quality Improvement

The reported water quality benefits of bioretention
can be expected to remove a high amount of total
suspended solids (typically 70-90 percent), a
medium amount of total phosphorus (approximately
60 percent), and a medium amount of total nitrogen
(often 40-50 percent). In areas with high sediment
loading, pretreatment of runoff can significantly
reduce the amount of bioretention maintenance
required (See discussion in the Post-Construction
Stormwater Quality Management Chapter of the
Technical Standards for water quality calculation
procedures).

Construction Guidelines

The following is a typical construction sequence
(Note for all construction steps: Erosion and
sediment control methods need to adhere to the
construction BMP requirements contained in the
Technical Standards document and the latest
requirements of IDEM’s Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control (Rule 5) Program).

1. Complete site  grading, minimizing
compaction as much as possible. If
applicable, construct curb cuts or other inflow
entrance, but provide protection so that
drainage is prohibited from entering the
bioretention construction area. Construct pre-
treatment devices (filter strips, swales, etc.) if
applicable.

2. Subgrade preparation

a. Existing subgrade in rain gardens should not
be compacted or subject to excessive
construction equipment traffic. Loads on the
subgrade should not exceed four pounds per
square inch.

b. Initial excavation can be performed during
rough site grading, but should not be carried
to within one foot of the final bottom
elevation. Final excavation should not take
place until all disturbed areas in the drainage
area have been stabilized.

c. Where erosion of subgrade has caused
accumulation of fine materials and/or
surface ponding in the graded bottom, this
material should be removed with light
equipment and the underlying soils scarified
to a minimum depth of six inches with a
york rake or equivalent by light tractor.

d. Bring subgrade of bioretention area to line,
grade, and elevations indicated. Fill and
lightly regrade any areas damaged by
erosion, ponding, or traffic compaction. All
bioretention areas should be level grade on
the bottom.

3. Stabilize grading except within the
bioretention area. Bioretention areas may be
used as temporary sediment traps, provided
the proposed finish elevation of the bed is at

Stormwater Technical Standards - Bioretention Fact Sheet - Page 11 of 16



least 12 inches lower than the bottom
elevation of the sediment trap (if used as
such, all accumulated material and at least 12
inches of soil should be removed).

Excavate bioretention area to proposed invert
depth and scarify the existing soil surfaces.
Do not compact soils.

Backfill bioretention area with amended soil
as shown on plans and specifications.
Overfilling is recommended to account for
settling. Light hand tamping is acceptable if
necessary.

Complete final grading to achieve proposed
design elevations, leaving space for upper
layer of compost, mulch, or topsoil as
specified on plans.

7. Bioretention area/rain garden installation

a. Upon completing subgrade work, notify the
engineer to inspect at his/her discretion
before  proceeding  with  bioretention
installation.

. For the subsurface storage/infiltration bed
installation, amended soils should be placed
on the bottom to the specified depth.

. Planting soil should be placed immediately
after approval of subgrade preparation/bed
installation. Any accumulation of debris or
sediment that takes place after approval of
subgrade should be removed prior to
installation of planting soil at no extra cost
to the owner.

. If called for in the design, install approved
planting soil in 18-inch maximum lifts and
lightly compact (tamp with backhoe bucket
or by hand). Keep equipment movement
over planting soil to a minimum — do not
over-compact. Install planting soil to grades
indicated on the drawings. Loads on the soil
should not exceed four pounds per square
inch.

. Presoak the planting soil at least 24 hours
prior to planting vegetation to aid in
settlement.

. Plant trees and shrubs according to

supplier’s recommendations and only from

mid-March through the end of June or from
mid-September through mid-November.

g. Install two or three inches of shredded
hardwood mulch (minimum age six months)
or compost mulch evenly as shown on plans.
Do not apply mulch in areas where ground
cover is to be grass or where cover will be
established by seeding.

h. Protect rain gardens from sediment at all
times during construction. Compost socks,
diversion berms, and/or other appropriate
measures should be used at the toe of slopes
that are adjacent to rain gardens to prevent
sediment from washing into these areas
during site development.

i. When the site is fully vegetated and the soil
mantle stabilized, notify the plan designer to
inspect the rain garden drainage area at
his/her discretion before the area is brought
online and sediment control devices
removed.

8. Mulch and install erosion protection at
surface flow entrances where necessary.

Maintenance

Properly designed and installed bioretention areas
require some regular maintenance, most within the
first year or two of establishment. Less maintenance
is required when the native perennial vegetation
becomes established.

1. Water vegetation at the end of each day for
two weeks after planting is completed. Newly
established plants should continue to receive
approximately one inch of water per week
throughout the first season, or as determined
by the landscape architect.

2. While vegetation is being established,
pruning and weeding may be required. Weeds
should be removed by hand.

3. Organic material may also need to be
removed approximately twice per year
(typically by hand).

4. Perennial plantings may be cut down at the
end of the growing season to enhance root
establishment.
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5. Mulch should be re-spread when erosion is
evident and replenished once every one to
two years or until the plants begin to fill in
the area and the space between plants is
minimized.

6. Bioretention area should be inspected at least
two times per year for sediment buildup,
erosion, and to evaluate the health of the
vegetation. If sediment buildup reaches 25
percent of the ponding depth, it should be
removed. If erosion is noticed within the
bioretention area, additional soil stabilization
measures should be applied. If vegetation
appears to be in poor health with no obvious
cause, a landscape specialist should be
consulted.

7. Bioretention vegetation may require watering,
especially during the first year of planting.
Ensure the maintenance plan includes a
watering schedule for the first year, and in
times of extreme drought after plants have
been established.

8. Bioretention areas should not be mowed on a
regular basis. Trim vegetation as necessary to
maintain healthy plant growth.

Planting Tip R
When planting your bioretention area, it is usually
helpful to mark the different planting areas. An
effective method is using spray paint and flags to
mark designated areas. This is especially helpful
when utilizing volunteers.

\_ y,
Winter Considerations

Use salt-tolerant vegetation where significant snow-
melt containing deicing chemicals is expected. The
use of sand, cinders, and other winter abrasives
should be minimized. If abrasives are used,
additional maintenance may be required to remove
them in the spring. Bioretention soils can be
expected to resist freezing and remain functioning
for most of the year (although biological pollutant

removal processes will be reduced during winter).
Bioretention areas can even be used for snow
storage assuming this will not harm the vegetation.
Pipes, inlets, overflow devices, and other stormwa-
ter structures associated with bioretention should be
designed according to general guidance on cold
climate construction.

Bioretention areas often replace areas that were
intensively  landscaped and  require  high
maintenance. In addition, bioretention areas can
decrease the cost for stormwater conveyance
systems on a site. Bioretention areas cost
approximately $5-7 per cubic foot of storage to
construct.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Rain Gardens/Bioretention

treatment volume? Review of calculations?

Item Page No. | Yes | No | N/A Notes
Was Soil infiltration Testing Protocol Appendix
followed?*
Appropriate areas of the site evaluated? --
Infiltration rates measured?
Moderate infiltration rates: > 0.25 inches/hour. If <
; ] - 8
0.25 inches/hour, special variations may apply —
such as using amended subsoils or underdrains.
Were the bioretention design guidelines followed?
Minimum 2-foot separation between the bed bottom and 8
bedrock/ SHWT?
Soil permeability acceptable? 8
If not, appropriate underdrain provided? 10
6-12 inches in diameter; perforated pipes
Natural, uncompacted soils? 11
Level infiltration area (bed bottom)? 11
Excavation in rain garden areas minimized? --
Hotspots/pretreatment considered? 1
» Loading ratio below 5:1 (described in infiltration 8
BMP)?
Ponding depth limited to 18 inches? 1,78
Drawdown time less than 48 hours? 1
Positive overflow from system? 7,8
Erosion and Sedimentation control? 12
Feasible construction process and sequence? 11,12
Entering flow velocities non-erosive or erosion control 78
devices? '
Acceptable planting soil specified?
» 20-40% organic material (compost), 30-50% sand, 9
20-30% topsoil)
» Appropriate native plants selected? 9
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? Review of 10-13

* In general, the protocol should be followed as much as possible.

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations
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BMP Fact Sheet

CAPTURE REUSE (o ™\
ariations

Structures designed to intercept and store runoff from rooftops allow for
its reuse, reducing volume and overall water quality impairment.
Stormwater is contained in the structures and typically reused for
irrigation or other water needs.

e Rain barrels

o Cisterns, both underground and
above ground

e Tanks

e Storage beneath a surface (using
manufactured products)

Key Design Features

e Small storm events are captured
with most structures

e Provide overflow for large storm
events

o Discharge water before next
storm event

o Consider site topography, placing
structure up-gradient in order to
eliminate pumping needs

Site Factors
e \Water table to bedrock depth:
N/A (although must be considered
for subsurface systems

e Soils: N/A

e Slope: N/A

o Potential hotspots: Yes, with

treatment
Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions e Maximum drainage area: N/A
Residential Yes Volume High
Commercial ves Sgﬂgg\lﬁmer Low Be nefi-ts
Ultra Urban Yes Peak Rate Low* O e g S Sl AR s
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions supply
Retrofit Yes TSS Med o Wide applicability
Highway/Road No TP Med e Reduces potable water use
. Yes NOs Med e Related cost savings and
Recreational Temperature Med environmental benefits
* Depends on site design
Limitations
Additional Considerations * Manages only relatively small

Cost storm events which requires
* Rain Barrel Low additional management and use
+ Cistern Med for the stored water
+ Manufactured product Varies k j
Maintenance Med
Winter Performance Med

Stormwater Technical Standards - Capture Reuse Fact Sheet - Page 1 of 8



Description and Function

Capture reuse is the practice of collecting
rainwater in a container and reusing it in the
future. Other terms for this BMP include
storage/reuse, rainwater harvesting, and
rainwater catchment system.

This structural BMP reduces potable water
needs while simultaneously reducing stormwater
discharges. When rain barrels or cisterns are full,
rooftop runoff should be directed to drywells,
planters, or bioretention areas where it will be
infiltrated.

Variations

Rain Barrels

Commonly, rooftop downspouts are connected
to a rain barrel that collects runoff and stores
water until needed for a specific use. Rain
barrels are often used at individual homes where
water is reused for garden irrigation, including
landscaped beds, trees, or other vegetated areas.
Other uses include commercial and institutional
facilities where the capacity of stormwater can
be captured in smaller volume rain barrels.

Cisterns

A cistern is a container or tank that has a greater
storage capacity than a rain barrel. Typically,
cisterns are used to supplement greywater needs
(i.e., toilet flushing, or some other sanitary sewer
use), though they can also be used for irrigation.
Cisterns may be comprised of fiberglass,
concrete, plastic, brick, or other materials and
can be located either above or below ground.
The storage capacity of cisterns can range from
200 gallons to 10,000 gallons. Very large
cisterns, essentially constructed like an
underground parking level, can also be used.
Figure 2 highlights the typical components of a
cistern.

GROUND LEVEL

-

STORAGE VESSEL

Figure 2 Typical cistern components
Source: This image generously provided by www.rainkeeper.us

1.

SARE S A

Figure Description:

Filter/screening mechanism to filter runoff
Inflow into cistern

Intake for water use

Cistern overflow

Subsequent stormwater system (infiltration
system in this case) for cistern overflow

Optional level gauge
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Vertical storage

A vertical storage container is a structure
designed to hold a large volume of stormwater
drained from a large impervious area and is the
largest of the capture reuse containers. The use
of these structures is a function of drainage area
and water needs. Vertical structures are best
used for intensive irrigation needs or even fire
suppression  requirements, and should be
designed by a licensed professional. These
storage systems can be integrated into
commercial sites where water needs may be
high.

Storage beneath structure

Stormwater runoff can be stored below ground
under pavement and landscaped surfaces
through the use of structural plastic storage units
and can supplement onsite irrigation needs.
These structures can provide large storage
volumes without the need for additional
structural support from the building.

Designing a capture reuse system in which the
storage unit is underground is best used in
institutional or commercial settings. This type of
subsurface storage is larger, more elaborate,
typically designed by a licensed professional,
and requires pumps to connect to the irrigation
system.

Applications

Capture reuse containers can be used in
urbanized areas where the need for supplemental
onsite irrigation or other high water use exists.
Areas that would benefit from using a capture
reuse container include:

» Parking garage,

»  Office building,

» Residential home or building, and

« Other building use (commercial, light
industrial, institutional, etc.).

Design Considerations

Design and installation procedures for capture
reuse containers can vary from simple
residential rain barrels to highly engineered

underground systems in ultra-urban areas. Table
1 provides general information on cistern
holding capacity. The following procedures
should be considered when designing sites with
capture reuse containers.

Height 6-foot 12-foot 18-foot
(feet) Diameter Diameter Diameter
6 1,269 5,076 11,421
8 1,692 6,768 15,227
10 2,115 8,460 19,034
12 2,538 10,152 22,841
14 2,961 11,844 26,648
16 3,384 13,535 30,455
18 3,807 15,227 34,262
20 4,230 16,919 38,069

Table 1 Round Cistern Capacity (Gallons)
Source: The Texas Manual on Rainwater Harvesting

1. Identify opportunities where water can be
reused for irrigation or indoor greywater
reuse and then calculate the water need for
the intended uses. For example, if a 2,000
square foot landscaped area requires
irrigation for four months in the summer
at a rate of one inch per week, the designer
must determine how much water will be
needed to achieve this goal (1,250 gallons
per week, approximately 22,000 gallons
for the season), and how often the storage
unit will be refilled with precipitation. The
usage requirements and the expected
rainfall volume and frequency must be
determined.

2. Rain barrels and cisterns should be
positioned to receive rooftop runoff.

3. If cisterns are used to supplement
greywater needs, a parallel conveyance
system must be installed to separate
greywater from other potable water piping
systems. Do not connect to domestic or
commercial potable water system.

4. Consider household water demands
(Table 2) when sizing a system to
supplement residential greywater use.
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Fixture Use Flow Rate
Toilet # flushes per 1.6 gallons per
person per day flush (new toilet)
eﬁsr;wrl]nué(rasdger(s 2.75 gallons per
Shower pe P Y minute (restricted
minutes suggested
flow head)
max.)
# baths per person | 50 gallons per bath
Bath
per day (average)
Bathroom and
Faucets Kitchen sinks 10 gallons per day
Washing 50 gallons per load
Machine # loads per day (average)
Dishwasher # loads per day 9:5 g?(I)I;)(?s per

Table 2 Household Water Demand Chart
Source: Philadelphia Stormwater Manual

10.

11.

Discharge points and storage units should
be clearly marked “Caution: Untreated
Rainwater, Do Not Drink.”

Screens should be used to filter debris
from runoff flowing into the storage units.
Screens should be made of a durable, non-
corrodible material and be easily
maintainable.

Protect storage elements from direct
sunlight by positioning and landscaping.
Limit light into devices to minimize algae
growth.

The proximity to building foundations
should be considered for overflow
conditions. The minimum setback distance
for capture and reuse systems is 10 feet.

If the capture and reuse system or any
elements of the system are exposed to
freezing temperatures, then it should be
emptied during the winter months to
prevent ice damage.

Cisterns should be watertight (joints
sealed with nontoxic waterproof material)
with a smooth interior surface.

Covers and lids should have a tight fit to
keep out surface water, insects
(mosquitoes), animals, dust, and light.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Release stored water between storm
events for the necessary storage volume to
be available.

Positive outlet for overflow should be
provided a few inches from the top of the
cistern and sized to safely discharge the
appropriate design storms when the cistern
is full.

Rain barrels require a release mechanism
in order to drain empty between storm
events. Connect a soaker hose to slowly
release stored water to a landscaped area.

Observation risers should be at least six
inches above grade for buried cisterns.

Reuse may require pressurization. Water
stored has a pressure of 0.43 psi per foot
of water elevation. A 10-foot tank when
full would have a pressure of 4.3 psi
(0.43*10). Most irrigation systems require
at least 15 psi. To add pressure, a pump,
pressure tank, and fine mesh filter can be
used. While this adds to the cost of the
system, it makes the system more versatile
and therefore practical.

Capture/reuse can also be achieved using a
subsurface  storage reservoir  which
provides temporary storage of stormwater
runoff for reuse. The stormwater storage
reservoir may consist of clean uniformly
graded aggregate and a waterproof liner or

pre-manufactured structural stormwater
storage units.
Stormwater Functions and
Calculations

Volume reduction

In order to keep storage costs to a minimum, it
makes sense to size the storage tank so that it
does not greatly exceed the water need. Where
this is done, especially where a high-volume
demand greatly exceeds runoff (e.g., irrigation
or industrial makeup water), runoff volume
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reduction for a particular storm can be assumed
to equal the total volume of storage.

Where the captured water is the sole source for a
particular operation (e.g., flushing toilets), the
user does not want the stored water to be
depleted before the next runoff event that
replenishes it. In that case, the appropriate
volume to store will be relatively easy to
calculate based on the daily water need. After
water need is determined, choose which
structure will be large enough to contain the

aditional Volume Reductim

Considerations
For storage vessels that are not drained down
completely before the next runoff event, the
volume available to be filled by a particular
storm may be difficult to calculate. Typical
LID sizing criteria is based on the volume
that goes to storage during a particular storm.
That volume can be subtracted from the
runoff volume, and the designer/developer
can size the storage unit to achieve the
targeted volume reduction. But sizing
criteria under these capture and reuse
circumstances may become need based. The
designer/builder may estimate the volume
removal for a particular storm, but estimates
should be realistic given the use rate and
storm runoff frequency. The estimate can be
based on an average available storage
capacity or preferably on a water balance

Qalysis based on actual rainfall statistics./

amount of water needed. The amount
replenished by a particular storm is equal to the
volume reduction.

Available Volume for Capture (gallons) =
Runoff Coefficient (unitless) * Precipitation
(inches) * Area (ft) * 1 foot/12 inches *
7.4805 gallons/ft®

OR

V=062*C*P*A

Where:

V = available volume for capture (gallons)
0.62 = unit conversion (gal/in./ft?)

C = volumetric runoff coefficient (unitless),
typically 0.9 to 0.95 for impervious areas

P = precipitation amount (inches)

A = drainage area to cistern (ft?)

Sizing the tank is a mathematical exercise that
balances the available collection (roof) area,
annual rainfall, intended use of rainwater and
cost. In other words, balance what can be
collected against how the rainwater will be used
and the financial and spatial costs of storing it.
In most areas of the country, it’s possible to
collect 80 percent of the rain that falls on the
available roof area. The 20 percent reduction
accounts for loss due to mist and heavy storms
that release more rain than the tank can
accommodate. That level of capture would yield
approximately 500 gallons per inch of rain per
1000 SF of capture area. Table 3 includes
available capture volumes based on drainage
area and annual rainfall.

Note: Although utilization of Capture Reuse
BMP is beneficial and encouraged, no runoff
reduction recognition is considered for this
practice towards the required Channel Protection
Volume or Water Quality Volume discussed
under LID Approach in Post-Construction
Stormwater Quality Management Chapter of
Technical Standards.

Peak rate mitigation

Overall, capture and reuse takes a volume of
water out of site runoff and puts it back into the
ground. This reduction in volume will translate
to a lower overall peak rate for the site.

Water quality improvement

Pollutant removal takes place through filtration
of recycled primary storage, and/or natural
filtration through soil and vegetation for
overflow discharge. Quantifying pollutant
removal will depend on design. Sedimentation
will depend on the area below the outlet that is
designed for sediment accumulation, time in
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Annual Rainfall Yield in Gallons for Various Impervious Surface Sizes and Rainfall Amounts

Impervious Rainfall (inches)

S”rf?fctez)Area 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40
200 3,079 3,316 3,553 3,790 4,027 4,264 4,501 4738
400 6,159 6,633 7,106 7,580 8,054 8,528 9,002 9,475
600 9,238 9,049 10660 | 11370 | 12081 | 12792 | 13502 | 14213
800 12318 | 13265 | 14213 | 15160 | 16,108 | 17,056 | 18,003 | 18,951
1,000 15397 | 16582 | 17,766 | 18951 | 20,135 | 21,319 | 22,504 | 23,688
1,200 18477 | 19898 | 21319 | 22,741 | 24162 | 25583 | 27,005 | 28.426
1,400 21556 | 23214 | 24873 | 26531 | 28180 | 29847 | 31505 | 33,164
1,600 24636 | 26531 | 28426 | 30321 | 32216 | 34,111 | 36,006 | 37,901
1,800 27715 | 29,847 | 31,979 | 34111 | 36243 | 38375 | 40507 | 42,639
2,000 30,795 | 33,164 | 35532 | 37,001 | 40270 | 42,639 | 45008 | 47,377
2,200 33874 | 36480 | 39,086 | 41691 | 44207 | 46903 | 49508 | 52,114
2,400 36,054 | 39,796 | 42,639 | 45481 | 48324 | 51,167 | 54,009 | 56,852
2,600 40,033 | 43113 | 46192 | 49272 | 52,351 | 55431 | 58510 | 61589
2,800 43113 | 46429 | 49,745 | 53,062 | 56378 | 59,604 | 63011 | 66,327
3,000 46,192 | 49,745 | 53299 | 56,852 | 60405 | 63958 | 67512 | 71,065
3,200 49272 | 53062 | 56852 | 60,642 | 64432 | 68222 | 72012 | 75802
3,400 52351 | 56,378 | 60405 | 64432 | 68459 | 72,486 | 76513 | 80,540
3,600 55431 | 59604 | 63958 | 68222 | 72486 | 76,750 | 81014 | 85278
3,800 58510 | 63011 | 67512 | 72012 | 76513 | 81,014 | 85515 | 90,015

Table 3 Annual Rainfall yield (in gallons) for impervious surfaces

storage, and maintenance frequency. Filtration
through soil will depend on flow draining to an
area of soil, the type of soil (infiltration
capacity), and design specifics (stone bed, etc.).

Maintenance

Rain Barrels

e Inspect rain barrels four times per year,
and after major storm events.

* Remove debris from screen as needed.

* Replace screens, spigots, downspouts, and
leaders as needed.

e To avoid damage, drain container prior to
winter, so that water is not allowed to
freeze in devices.

Cisterns

e Flush cisterns
sediment.

e Brush the inside surfaces and thoroughly
disinfect twice per year.

e To avoid damage, drain container prior to
winter, so that water is not allowed to
freeze in devices.

annually to remove

Both rain barrels and cisterns are assumed to
have a life span of 25 years.
typical costs for rain barrels and cisterns.

Table 4 shows

Capacity Cost Range
Rain barrel 40-75 gal. $100-$250
Varies by
Cistern 200-10,000 gal. | manufacturer and

material

Vertical storage

64-12,000 gal

$100-$11,000

Table 4 Capacities and Costs
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Capture Reuse

Type and size (gallons) of storage system provided:

ITEM* P,\?g.e YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Capture area defined and calculations performed? 5,6
Pretr_eatment provided to prevent debris/sediment from 4
entering storage system?

Water use identified and calculations performed? 3,4
If the use is seasonal, has off-season operation been _
considered?

Draw-down time considered? --

Is storage system located optimally for the use? --

Is a pump required? --
If s0, has an adequate pump system been developed? 4

Acceptable overflow provided? 4

Winter operation (protection from freezing) considered? 4,6

Observation/clean-out port provided? 4

Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 6

* These items primarily relate to larger systems, not residential rain barrels
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Program.

Stormwater Technical Standards - Capture Reuse Fact Sheet - Page 8 of 8


http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/greenbuilder/fs_rainharvest.htm

BMP Fact Sheet

CONSTRUCTED FILTER

Constructed filters are structures or excavated areas containing a layer
of sand, compost, organic material, peat, or other media that reduce
pollutant levels in stormwater runoff by filtering sediments, metals,
hydrocarbons, and other pollutants. Constructed filters are suitable for
sites without sufficient surface area available for bioretention.

ol i Ji% — e = = i P
I' T = P o )
: B l | v — - . il

A3 Rls L) e
el T :

L s | b L

Figure 1 Constructed filter, Portland, OR (City of Portland 2004 Stormwater

Management Manual)

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Residential Limited Volume Low/High*
Commercial Yes CITBUEEHET Low/High*
Recharge
Ultra Urban Yes Peak Rate Low/High*
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Yes TSS High**
Highway/Road Yes TP Medium**
. TN Medium**
Recreational Yes
Temperature Low

Additional Considerations

Cost Med/High
Maintenance High
Winter Performance Medium

* Function is low without infiltration and increases when infiltration is provided
** Sand filters only (For filters with infiltration, see Subsurface Infiltration Bed
section, or other infiltration BMP sections. For manufactured systems, see
manufacturer’s information, as well as results from independent verification.)

@riations \

e Surface non-vegetated

o Vegetated

o Infiltration

e Contained

e Linear perimeter

e Small subsurface

e Large subsurface

e Manufactured filtration systems

Key Design Features

e Depth of filtering medium 18-30”

o Surface ponding should drain down
within 72 hours (3-6” ponding depth)

e May be designed to infiltrate

e May require pretreatment for debris and
sediment

o Some systems require sufficient head
(2-6 feet)

o Flow splitter or positive overflow
required to bypass large storms

e Requires minimum permeability of
filtration medium

e Underdrains may be needed if
infiltration is infeasible

Site Factors

e Water table to bedrock depth: N/A
e Soils: N/A

e Slope: N/A

e Potential hotspots: Yes

e Maximum drainage area: N/A

Benefits
e Good water quality performance
e Lots of variations for a variety of
applications
e Can be used effectively as pretreatment
for other BMPs

Limitations
e Limited water quantity benefits
o Relatively high cost

k- High maintenance needs )
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Description and Function

A constructed filter is a structure or excavation
filled with material that filters stormwater runoff to
remove particulate matter and the pollutants
attached to it. The filter media may be comprised of
materials such as sand, peat, compost, granular
activated carbon (GAC), perlite, or inorganic
materials. In some applications, the stormwater
runoff flows through an unfilled “pretreatment”
chamber to allow the large particles and debris to
settle out. Surface vegetation is another good option
for pretreatment, as long as it is extensive enough to
protect the filter from sediment during large storm
events. The runoff then passes through the filter
media where additional pollutants are filtered out,
and is collected in an underdrain and returned to the
conveyance system, receiving waters, or infiltrated
into the soil. In general, constructed filters are best
applied at sites without sufficient surface area
available for bioretention.

Variations

There are a wide variety of constructed filter
applications, including surface and subsurface,
vegetated, and with or without infiltration. There
are also a variety of manufactured filter products
that may be purchased (see water quality devices
BMP). In general, constructed filters consist of
some, if not all, of the following components:
excavation or container for media, pretreatment,
flow entrance/inlet, surface storage (ponding area),
filter media, underdrain (if necessary), and positive
overflow. Examples of these variations include:

e Surface non-vegetated filter,

» Surface vegetated filter,

* Surface contained filter,

e Surface linear “perimeter” filter,
*  Small subsurface filter, and

e Large subsurface filter.

Surface Infiltration Filter

Filters may be designed to allow some or all of the
treated water to infiltrate. Infiltration design criteria
apply for all filters designed (Figure 2) with
infiltration. In all cases, a positive overflow system
is recommended.

: . . RUNOFF FILTERS THROUGH
OV ERFLOY OBSERVATION WELL GRASS BUFFER STRIP

BERM ‘F“ ITHSCREW TN LD "
-‘\\FH\ X A < A
1k .

l“‘Hl'l\,"‘\‘h"‘-—rl:.'l GRAVEL FILTER LAYER
FROTECTIVE LAYER OF FILTER

FABRIC

————— TRENCH FILLED WITH 152512
DIAMETER CLEAN STONE

_,-""_ SAND FILTER
L L B T S (O FARRIC EQUIVALENT)
-
; 1 RUSOFF EXFILTIRATES THROUGH
% F % UNDISTURBED SURSCILS

Figure 2 Filter with infiltration to subsoils

Surface non-vegetated filter

A surface non-vegetated filter is constructed by
excavation or by use of a structural container. The
surface may be covered in gravel, sand, peat, river
stone, or similar material.

Surface vegetated filter

A layer of vegetation is planted on top of the
filtering medium (Figure 3). Compost-amended
soil may serve as a filter medium. (See soil
restoration BMP for precautions about compost
materials, to prevent exporting phosphorus from the
filter.) For filters composed of filtering media such
as sand (where topsoil is required for vegetation), a
layer of nonwoven, permeable geotextile should
separate the topsoil and vegetation from the filter
media.

Surface contained filter

In contained filters, infiltration is not incorporated
into the design. Contained filters may consist of a
physical structure, such as a precast concrete box,
or they may be excavated chambers or trenches. For
excavated contained filters, an impermeable liner is
added to the bottom of the excavation to convey the
filtered runoff downstream.
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Figure 3 Vegetated peat filter adjacent to a parking lot

Surface linear “perimeter” filter
Perimeter filters may consist of enclosed chambers
(such as trench drains) that run along the perimeter
of an impervious surface. Perimeter filters may also
be constructed by excavation, and be vegetated. All
perimeter filters must be designed with the
necessary filter medium and sized in accordance
with the drainage area.

Small subsurface filter

A small subsurface filter (Figure 4) is an inlet
designed to treat runoff at the collection source.
Small subsurface filters are useful for hot spot
pretreatment and are similar in function to water
quality inlets/inserts. Small subsurface filters must
be carefully designed and maintained so that runoff
is directed through the filter media (see Design
Considerations).
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Figure 4 Small subsurface filter
Source: Pennsylvania Stormwater BMP Manual
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Large subsurface filter

Large subsurface filters (Figure 5) receive
relatively large amounts of flow directed into an
underground box that has separate chambers. One
chamber settles large particles, and the other
chamber contains media to filter small particles.
The water discharges through an outlet pipe and
into the stormwater system.
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residential projects (constructed filters are generally
used for areas with high impervious cover).

Filters are applicable in urban areas of high pollut-
ant loads and are especially applicable where there
is limited area for constructing BMPs. Filters may
be used as a pretreatment BMP for other BMPs
such as wet ponds or infiltration systems, but input
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Figure 5 Large subsurface filter
Source: New York Stormwater BMP Manual

Applications

Constructed filters can be used in a wide variety of
applications, from commercial/industrial
developments to ultra-urban sites and even
transportation  projects. Their application in
residential  settings,  especially  low-density
residential, can be limited because they require
extensive maintenance. Moreover, other BMPs are
more cost effective for stormwater management in

to many filters also requires pretreatment to reduce
large settled particulates or debris.

Filters may be used in hot spot areas for water qual-
ity treatment, and spill containment capabilities
may be incorporated into a filter. Examples of
typical areas that benefit from the use of a
constructed filter include:

e Parking lots,
* Roadways and highways,
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Design Considerations

Light industrial sites,

Marina areas,

Transportation fueling and maintenance
facilities,

Fast food and shopping areas,

Waste transfer stations, and

Urban streetscapes.

1. All constructed filters must be designed so

that larger storms may safely overflow or
bypass the filters. Flow splitters, multi-stage
chambers, or other devices may be used. A
flow splitter may be necessary to allow only a
portion of the runoff to enter the filter. This
would create an “off-line” filter, where the
volume and velocity of runoff entering the
filter is controlled. If the filter is “on-line”,
excess flow should be designed to bypass the
filter and continue to another water quality
BMP.

Entering velocity must be controlled. A
level spreader may be used to spread flow
evenly across the filter surface during all
storms without eroding the filter material.
Level spreaders for this purpose should use a
concrete lip or other non soil material to
avoid clogging as a result of failure of the
level spreader lip. Parking lots may be
designed to sheet flow into filters. Small rip-
rap or landscaped riverstone edges may be
used to reduce velocity and distribute flows
more evenly.

Contributing areas must be stabilized with
vegetation or other permanent soil cover
before runoff enters filters. Permanent filters
should not be installed until the site is
stabilized. Excessive sediment generated
during construction can clog the filter and
prevent or reduce the anticipated post-
construction water quality benefits.

Pretreatment may be necessary in areas with
especially high levels of debris, large settled
particulates, etc. Pretreatment may include a
forebay, oil/grit separators, vegetated filter
strips, or grass swales. These measures will
settle out the large particles and reduce

velocity of the runoff before it enters the
filter. Regular maintenance of the
pretreatment is critical to avoid wastes being
flushed though and causing the filter to fail.
Forebays must be in compliance with local
Stormwater Management Ordinance and
standard detailed drawing requirements.

There should be sufficient space (head)
between the top of the filtering bed and the
overflow of the filter to allow for the
maximum head designed to be stored before
filtration.

The filter media may be a variety of
materials (sand, peat, GAC, leaf compost, pea
gravel, etc) and in most cases should have a
minimum depth of 18 inches and a maximum
depth of 30 inches, although variations on
these guidelines are acceptable if justified by
the designer. Coarser materials allow for
greater hydraulic conductivity, but finer
media filter particles of a smaller size.

Sand has been found to provide a good
balance between these two criteria, but
different types of media remove different
pollutants. While sand is a reliable material to
remove total suspended solids, peat removes
slightly more total phosphorous, copper,
cadmium, and nickel than sand (Debusk and
Langston, 1997).

The filter media should have a minimum
hydraulic conductivity (k) as follows:

e Sand 3.5 feet/day
o Peat 2.5 feet/day
» Leaf compost 8.7 feet/day

Depending on the characteristics of the
stormwater runoff, a combination of filter
materials will provide the best quality results.
In addition to determining the degree of
filtration, media particle size determines the
travel time in the filter and plays a role in
meeting release rate requirements.

Sand filtration enhanced with steel wool,
calcareous sand, or limestone provides a
practical and cost-effective method for
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10.

reducing levels of dissolved phosphorus
(Erickson et al, Journal of Environmental
Engineering, 2007). Sand enhanced with steel
wool fabric proved especially effective,
removing between 25 percent and 99 percent
of dissolved phosphorus and enhancing the
quantity and duration of phosphorous
retention as compared to sand alone. Sand
enhanced with calcareous sand or limestone
exhibited signs of clogging in the Erickson et
al study. The study also found that enhancing
sand filtration with steel wool fabric would
modestly increase construction costs by
approximately three to five percent. As with
other sand filtration systems, steel-enhanced
sand filters should be sized and installed
according to local guidelines, with
consideration given to proper pretreatment for
influent solids, as necessary.

A gravel layer at least six inches deep is
recommended beneath the filter media.

Underdrain piping should be double-walled
with  four-inch  minimum  (diameter)
perforated pipes, with a lateral spacing of no
more than 10 feet. A collector pipe can be
used, (running perpendicular to laterals) with
a slope of one percent. All underground pipes
should have clean-outs accessible from the
surface. Underdrain design must minimize
the chance of clogging by including a pea
gravel filter of at least three inches of gravel
under the pipe and six inches above the pipe.

Infiltration filters should be underlain by a
layer of permeable nonwoven geotextile.

A total drawdown time of no more than 72
hours is recommended for constructed filters,
though the surface should drawdown between
24 and 48 hours. The drawdown time can be
estimated using the filter surface area and the
saturated vertical infiltration rate of the filter
media. If the storage does not drawdown in
the time allowed, adjust the pretreatment
depth, the filter media depth, and the surface
area. Adjust the design until the volume (if
applicable) and drainage time constraints are
met.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Stormwater

The filter surface area may be estimated
initially using Darcy’s Law, assuming the soil
media is saturated:

A=V *di/[K* (he + df) * te]

A = Surface area of filter (ft?)

V = Water volume (ft%)

df = Depth of filter media (min 1.5 ft; max
2.5 ft)

ts = Drawdown time (days), not to exceed 3
days

h: = Head (average head in feet; typically %
of the maximum head on the filter media,
which is typically < to 6 ft)

k = Hydraulic conductivity (ft/day)

For vegetated filters, a layer of nonwoven
geotextile between non-organic filter media
and planting media is recommended.

Filters, especially those that are subsurface,
must be designed with  sufficient
maintenance access (clean-outs, room for
surface cleaning, entry space, etc.). Filters
that are visible and simple in design are more
likely to be maintained correctly. For
underground vault heights greater than four
feet, ladder access is necessary.

In areas where infiltration is infeasible due to
a hot spot or unstable fill that threatens an
existing structure, specify an impervious
liner.

Functions and

Calculations

Volume reduction
If a filter is designed to include infiltration, the
infiltration BMP should be followed. There is
minimal, if any, volume reduction for filters that are
not designed to infiltrate.

Peak rate mitigation

Constructed filters generally provide little, if any,
peak rate reduction. However, if the filter is
designed to infiltrate, then medium to high levels of
peak rate attenuation can be expected.
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Water quality improvement

Constructed filters are considered an excellent
stormwater treatment practice with the primary
pollutant removal mechanism being filtration and
settling. Less significant pollutant removal may
result from evaporation, transpiration, biological
and microbiological uptake, and soil adsorption.

Sand filters have been shown to have a high
removal efficiency of Total Suspended Solids
(TSS), and medium removal efficiencies for Total
Nitrogen (TN) and Total Phosphorus (TP). Organic
filter media also perform very well for TSS and
standard for TP, but perform relatively poorly for
TN (See Table 1).

For filters that are also designed to infiltrate, see the
water quality summary in the subsurface infiltration
bed section, or in the infiltration BMP. For
manufactured, proprietary systems, see the
manufacturer’s information. Also see the Post-
Construction  Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of Technical Standards, which addresses
pollutant removal effectiveness of this BMP.

Construction Guidelines

1. Follow the recommended materials for
constructed filters listed in Recommended
Materials Appendix.

2. Structures such as inlet boxes, reinforced
concrete boxes, etc. should be installed in
accordance with the guidance of the
manufacturers or design engineer.

3. Excavated or structural filters that infiltrate
should be excavated in such a manner as to
avoid compaction of the subbase. Structures
may be set on a layer of clean, lightly
compacted gravel (such as AASHTO #57).

4. Place underlying gravel/stone in maximum
six-inch lifts and lightly compact. Place
underdrain pipes in gravel during placement.

5. Wrap and secure gravel/stone with nonwoven
geotextile to prevent clogging with
sediments.

6. Lay filtering material. Do not compact.

7. Saturate filter media with water and allow
media to drain to properly settle and
distribute.

Maintenance

Filters require a regular inspection and maintenance
program to maintain the integrity of filtering
systems and pollutant removal mechanisms. Studies
have shown that filters are very effective upon
installation, but quickly decrease in efficiency as
sediment accumulates in the filter. Odor is also a
concern for filters that are not maintained.
Inspection of the filter is recommended at least four
times a year.

When a filter has accumulated sediment in its pore
space, its hydraulic conductivity is reduced, along
with its ability to removal pollutants. Inspection and
maintenance  are  essential  for  continued
performance of a filter. Based upon inspection,
some or all portions of the filter media may require
replacement.

During the inspection the following conditions
should be considered:

e Standing water — any water left in a surface
filter after the design drain down time
indicates the filter is not functioning
according to design criteria.

e Film or discoloration of any surface filter
material — this indicates organics or debris
have clogged the filter surface.

e Remove trash and debris as necessary

» Scrape silt with rakes, if collected on top of

the filter
» Till and aerate filter area
* Replenish filtering medium if

scraping/removal has reduced depth of
filtering media

* Repair leaks from the sedimentation chamber
or deterioration of structural components

e Clean out accumulated sediment from filter
bed chamber and/or sedimentation chamber

e Clean out accumulated sediment from
underdrains
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Studies No. of studies TSS % Removal TN % Removal TP % Removal
Range Median Range Median Range Median
U.S.* 18 80 - 92 86 30-47 32 41-66 59
International** 38 75 44 45
Organic media* N/A 85-100 poor 50-85

Table 1 Pollutant Removal efficiencies for sand filters

*The Center for Watershed Protection, in its National Pollutant Removal Performance Database — Version 3 (September 2007)
**The International Stormwater Best Management Practices (BMP) Database, October 2007

In areas where the potential exists for the discharge
and accumulation of toxic pollutants (such as
metals), filter media removed from filters must be
handled and disposed of in accordance with all state
and federal regulations.

Winter Considerations

Indiana’s winter temperatures can go below
freezing for a few months out of every year and
surface filtration does not work as well in the
winter. Peat and compost may hold water freeze,
and become relatively impervious on the surface.
Design options that allow directly for subsurface
discharge into the filter media during cold weather
may overcome this condition. Otherwise, the
reduced performance when the filter media may be
temporarily frozen should be considered.

There are various filtration options available for
treating snowmelt runoff. In some cases,
installations are built below the frost line (trenches,
subgrade proprietary chambers) and do not need
further adaptation for the cold. However, some
special consideration is highly recommended for
surface systems.

The main problem with filtration in cold weather is
the ice that forms both over the top of the facility
and within the soil. To avoid these problems to the
extent possible, it is recommended that the facility
be actively managed to keep it dry before it freezes
in the late fall. Additional modifications, such as
increasing the size of underdrains to eight inches,
increasing the slope of the underdrains to one
percent, and increasing the thickness of the gravel
layer to at least 12 inches can prevent freezing and
are recommended by EPA.

Proprietary, subsurface filter systems provide an
alternative to standard surface-based systems.
Essentially, these systems provide an insulated (i.e.,
subsurface) location for pre-treated snowmelt to be

filtered. The insulating value of these systems adds
to their appeal as land conserving alternatives to
ponds and surface infiltration basins.

Filter costs vary according to the filtering media
(sand, peat, compost), land clearing, excavation,
grading, inlet and outlet structures, perforated pipes,
encasing structure (if used), and maintenance cost.
Underground structures may contribute
significantly to the cost of a filter. In general, filters
are one of the more costly and maintenance-
intensive BMPs.

Underground sand filters are generally considered
to be a high-cost option for water quality
management. In 1994, the construction cost was
estimated between $10,000 to $14,000 per
impervious acre served, excluding real estate,
design, and contingency costs (Schueler, 1994).

In ultra-urban areas where land costs are high,
however, underground sand filters can represent
significant cost savings in reduced land
consumption. For small ultra-urban areas with no
land available, underground sand filters may be the
only practical option for stormwater quality
treatment as they can be placed under roads or
parking lots.

In recent years, various manufacturers have made
available prefabricated units that include precast
vaults and inlets delivered to the site either partially
or fully assembled. These units have generally
resulted in decreased construction costs. Typical
significant cost variables include the location of
subsurface utilities, type of lids and doors,
customized casting of weirs, sections, or holes, and
depth of the vault.

The surface sand filter design is a moderately
expensive water quality option to employ (Claytor
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and Schueler, 1996). However, the cost of
installation is strongly correlated with the nature of
the construction employed. If the filter is installed
within an ultra-urban setting, it is likely that
relatively expensive concrete walls will be used to
create the various chambers. This type of
installation will be significantly more expensive
than an earthen-walled design, where relatively
inexpensive excavation and compaction
construction techniques lower the installation cost.
However, earthen-wall designs require a greater
land area commitment, which can offset the
reduction in construction costs.

The construction cost of surface sand filters is also
related to economies of scale: the cost per
impervious acre served typically decreases with an
increase in the service area. In 1994, the
construction costs for surface sand or organic media
filters were $16,000 per impervious acre for
facilities serving less than two acres (Schueler,
1994). Once again, these construction cost estimates
exclude real estate, design, and contingency costs.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Constructed Filters

Type of constructed filter(s) proposed:

Type of filter media proposed:

ITEM P,\?ge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Adequate depth of filter media?
»  Minimum Depth: 18 inches; maximum depth: 1
36 inches
Acceptable drawdown time (72 hour max.)? 1,6
Pretreatment provided? 2,5

Adequate hydraulic head available for filter to operate? 1,5

» Flow bypass and/or overflow provided? 1,4-5

Permeability of filter media acceptable?
Minimum hydraulic conductivity (k); sand = 3.5 5
ft/day; peat = 2.5 ft/day; compost = 8.7 ft/day

Underdrain provided for non infiltration systems? 1
Appropriate placement of nonwoven filter fabric? 2-3,6
Gravel layer provided beneath filter media? 6
Minimum depth: 6 inches
» Non-erosive inflow condition? 5
» Adequate surface area provided? 6
Construction timing places installation after site 5
stabilization?
Erosion control provided during construction? --
Cleanouts included? 6
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 7

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations
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BMP Fact Sheet

DETENTION BASINS - CONSTRUCTED WETLAND

A constructed wetland is a type of detention basin that is
developed as shallow marsh system planted with emergent \
vegetation  designed to  treat  stormwater  runoff. Variations
e Shallow Wetlands
e Extended Detention Shallow
Wetlands
e Pocket Wetlands
e o cadliae e o aue e Pond/Wetland

Key Design Features

o Storage capacity highly dependent on
available site area

o Outlet structure configuration
determines peak rate reduction
effectiveness

¢ Regular maintenance of vegetation
and sediment removal required

o Natural high groundwater table
required

o Relatively impermeable soils or
impermeable liner

Figre 1 Photo Courtesy of USDA NRCS

Applications e Forebay for sediment collection and
removal
Residential Yes o Dewatering mechanism required
o Stabilized emergency overflow and
Commercial Yes energy dissipation at all outlets
Ultra Urban No \
Industrial Yes - -
Stormwater Quantity Functions
Retrofit Yes Volume Low
Highway/Road Yes Groundwater Recharge None or Low
Peak Rate High
Recreational Yes
Stormwater Quality Functions
Varies by type as follows:
Type TSS TP TN Temperature
Constructed Wetland High Medium Medium Low/Medium
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Site Factors

Basin Max.
Bottom . Potential | Drainage . Lo
Type Relative to Soils | Slope Hotspots Area Benefits Limitations
Water Table (acres)
Yes qualty performance, | Limitd volume/Gw
Const. Can be below | Cor f quality pertormance, recharge benefits, high
* Low | consider- 50 wide applicability, .
Wetland | WT D : ! : total cost, potentially
ations potential aesthetic/ .
. thermal impact
habitat value

*C or D soils typically work without modification. A and B soils may require modifications to reduce their permeability.

Additional Considerations

Cost
e High — Cost must include excavation of basin
and enhanced vegetation.
» The cost of each basin is highly dependent on
the size of the basin and site characteristics.

Maintenance

Type Maintenance
Constructed Wetland Low/Med

Winter Performance
e Med/High

Description and Function

Constructed wetlands are shallow marsh systems
planted with emergent vegetation designed to treat
stormwater runoff. While they are one of the best
BMPs for pollutant removal, constructed wetlands
can also mitigate peak rates and even reduce runoff
volume to a certain degree. They also can provide
considerable aesthetic and wildlife benefits.
Constructed wetlands use a relatively large amount
of space and may require an adequate source of
inflow if a permanent water surface is maintained.
(Not all constructed wetlands maintain a water
surface year round).

Applications

Constructed wetlands can be used in a wide variety
of applications when the necessary space is
available. Their use is limited in ultra urban areas
and some redevelopment projects simply due to a

lack of available space (in these cases underground
and/or special detention may be used).

Variations

Constructed wetlands can be designed as either
online (within the stormwater system) or offline
facilities. They can be used effectively in series
with other flow/ sediment reducing BMPs that
reduce the sediment load and equalize incoming
flows to the constructed wetland. They are a good
option for retrofitting existing detention basins and
are often organized into the following four groups:

e Shallow wetlands are large surface area
constructed  wetlands  that  primarily
accomplish  water quality improvement
through displacement of the permanent pool.

« Extended detention shallow wetlands are
similar to shallow wetlands but use extended
detention as another mechanism for water
quality and peak rate control.

e Pocket wetlands are smaller constructed
wetlands that serve drainage areas between
approximately 5 and 10 acres and are
constructed near the water table.

» Pond/wetland systems are a combination of
wet ponds and constructed wetlands.

Although discussion of constructed wetlands in this
BMP focuses on surface flow as described above,
subsurface flow constructed wetlands can also be
used to treat stormwater runoff.

While typically used for wastewater treatment,
subsurface  flow constructed wetlands for
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stormwater can offer some advantages over surface
flow wetlands, such as improved reduction of total
suspended solids and biological oxygen demand.
They also can reduce the risk of disease vectors
(especially mosquitoes) and safety risks associated
with open water. However, nitrogen removal may
be deficient (Campbell and Ogden, 1999) if most of
the incoming nitrogen is in the form of ammonia.
Subsurface flow wetlands are poor converters of
ammonia to nitrate (nitrification) but are excellent
converters of nitrate to  nitrogen  gas
(denitrification). Perhaps the biggest concern
regarding subsurface constructed wetlands is their
relatively high cost. They can be two to three times
more expensive to construct than surface flow
constructed wetlands.

Design Considerations

Hydrology

e Constructed wetlands should be designed to
mitigate peak runoff rates for the one-year
through 100-year rainfall events.

« Inflow and discharge hydrographs should be
calculated for each selected design storm.
Hydrographs should be based on the 24-hour
rainfall event or that required in the local
Stormwater Ordinance. Typically, the NRCS
24-hour Type Il rainfall distribution should
be utilized to generate hydrographs.

» Constructed wetlands must be able to receive
and retain enough flow from rain, runoff, and
groundwater to ensure long-term viability.
Hydrologic calculations (e.g.,, a water
balance) must be performed to verify this.
Shallow marsh areas can become dry at the
surface but not for greater than one month,
even in the most severe drought. A permanent
water surface in the deeper areas of the
constructed wetland should be maintained
during all but the driest periods. The average
target pool depth to maintain emergent
wetland vegetation is six to 12 inches.
Maximum water depths of three to four feet
should not be exceeded for more than 12
hours at a time, for more than a few days out
of the year. The deeper the water and the
longer it sits, the greater the chances that a
wetland vegetation monoculture, such as
cattails, will develop. A relatively stable

normal water surface elevation reduces the
stress on wetland vegetation. A constructed
wetland must have a drainage area of at least
10 acres (five acres for “pocket” wetlands) or
some means of sustaining constant inflow.
Even with a large drainage area, a consaarea,
a constant source of inflow can improve the
biological health and effectiveness of a
constructed wetland. Indiana’s precipitation
is generally well distributed throughout the
year and is therefore suited for constructed
wetlands.

Storage volume, depth, and duration

e Constructed wetlands should be designed to
treat the runoff volume produced by the water
quality design storm unless additional
upstream BMPs are provided.

e If high water table conditions are anticipated,
then the design of a constructed wetland
should be considered.

e Ponding depths should not exceed 3 — 4 feet
for more than 12 hours.

e Detention time is defined as the time from
when the maximum storage volume is
reached until only 10 percent of that volume
remains in the basin. In order to achieve an
80 percent total suspended solids removal
rate, a 36-hour detention time is required
within an extended detention basin, with no
more than 40% of the maximum stored
volume released within the first 12 hours.

Basin sizing and configuration

e Constructed wetlands should be shaped to
maximize the hydraulic length of the
stormwater flow pathway. A minimum
length-to width ratio of 3:1 is recommended
to maximize sedimentation. If the length-to-
width ratio is lower, the flow pathway should
be maximized. A wedge-shaped pond with
the major inflows on the narrow end can
prevent short-circuiting and stagnation.

* lrregularly shaped basins are acceptable and
may even be encouraged to improve site
aesthetics.

» Distances of flow paths from inflow points to
outlets should be maximized.

» If site conditions inhibit construction of a
long, narrow basin, baffles consisting of
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earthen berms or other materials can be
incorporated into the pond design to lengthen
the stormwater flow path.

Constructed wetlands must have one or more
sediment forebays or equivalent upstream
pretreatment to trap coarse sediment, prevent
short circuiting and facilitate maintenance
(i.e., sediment removal). The forebay should
consist of a separate cell, formed by a
structural barrier. The forebay will require
periodic sediment removal.

Permanent access must be provided to the
forebay, outlet, and embankment areas. It
should be at least nine feet wide, having a
maximum slope of 15 percent, and be
stabilized for vehicles.

An emergency outlet or spillway capable of
conveying the spillway design flood (SDF)
must be included in the design. The SDF is
usually equal to the 1.25 times the 100-year
design flood.

Constructed wetlands should be designed so
that the 10-year water surface elevation does
not exceed the normal water surface elevation
by more than three feet. Slopes in and around
constructed wetlands should be 4:1 to 5:1
(horizontal:vertical) whenever possible.

All areas that are deeper than four feet should
have two safety benches, each four to six feet
wide. One should be situated about one to 1.5
feet above the normal water elevation and the
other 2 to 2.5 feet below the water surface.

Embankments

Vegetated embankments less than or equal to
three feet in height are recommended.
Embankments should have side slopes no
steeper than 3:1 (horizontal to vertical).

The constructed wetland should have a
minimum freeboard of one foot above the
SDF elevation to the top of the berm.

Woody vegetation is generally discouraged in
the embankment area because of the risk of
compromising  the integrity of the
embankment.

Embankments should incorporate measures,
such as buried chain link fencing, to prevent
or discourage damage caused by tunneling
wildlife (e.g., muskrat).

Constructed wetland location

Constructed wetlands should be located down
gradient of disturbed or developed areas on
the site. The constructed wetland should
collect as much site runoff as possible,
especially from the site’s impervious surfaces
(roads, parking, buildings, etc.), and where
other BMPs are not proposed.

Constructed  wetlands should not be
constructed on steep slopes, nor should slopes
be significantly altered or modified to reduce
the steepness of the existing slope, for the
purpose of installing a basin.

Constructed wetlands should not worsen the
runoff potential of the existing site by
removing trees for the purpose of installing a
basin.

Constructed  wetlands should not be
constructed within 10 feet of the property line
or within 50 feet of a private well or septic
system.

Constructed  wetlands should not be
constructed in areas with high quality and/or
well draining soils, which are adequate for
installing BMPs capable of achieving
stormwater infiltration and, hence, volume
reduction.

Outlet design

The low-flow orifice should typically be no
smaller than 4 inches in diameter. However,
the orifice diameter may be reduced to two
inches if adequate protection from clogging is
provided.

The hydraulic design of all outlet structures
must consider any significant tailwater effects
of downstream waterways.

The primary and low flow outlets should be
protected from clogging by an external trash
rack or other mechanism.

Online facilities should have an emergency
spillway that can safely pass 1.25 times the
100-year storm with one foot of freeboard.
All outflows should be conveyed downstream
in a safe and stable manner.

Outlet control devices should be in open
water areas, four to six feet deep, comprising
about five percent of the total surface area to
prevent clogging and allow the wetland to be
drained for maintenance. Outlet devices are
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generally multistage structures with pipes,
orifices, or weirs for flow control. All
outflows should be conveyed downstream in
a safe and stable manner.

Inlet structures

Erosion protection measures should be used
to stabilize inflow structures and channels.

Sediment forebay

Forebays must be in compliance with local
Stormwater Management Ordinance and
standard detailed drawing requirements.
Forebays must be incorporated into the basin
design. Forebays should be provided at all
major inflow points to capture coarse
sediment, prevent excessive sediment
accumulation in the main basin, and minimize
erosion by inflow.

Forebays should be vegetated to improve

filtering of runoff, to reduce runoff velocity,

and to stabilize soils against erosion.

Forebays should adhere to the following

criteria:

0 A minimum length of 10 feet.

0 Storage should be provided to trap
sediment over from storms with return
periods between land 10 years.

o0 Forebays should be physically separated
from the rest of the pond by a berm,
gabion wall, etc.

o Flows exiting the forebay must be non-
erosive to the newly constructed basin.

0 Forebays should be installed with
permanent vertical markers that indicate
sediment depth.

o Storage volume of 10 to 15 percent of the
total permanent pool volume and is four
to six feet deep.

o All major inflow points to dry detention
basins should include sediment forebays
sized for 10 percent of the water quality
volume.

Vegetation and soils protection

Underlying soils must be identified and
tested. Generally, hydrologic soil groups “C”
and “D” are suitable without modification;
“A” and “B” soils may require a clay or
synthetic liner. Soil permeability must be

tested in the proposed constructed wetland
location to ensure that excessive infiltration
will not cause it to dry out. Field results for
permeability should be used in the water
balance calculations to confirm suitability. If
necessary, constructed wetlands should have
highly compacted subsoil or an impermeable
liner to minimize infiltration.

Organic soils should be used for constructed
wetlands. Organic soils can serve as a sink for
pollutants and generally have high water
holding capacities. They will also facilitate
plant growth and propagation and may hinder
invasion of undesirable species. Care must be
taken to ensure that soils used are free of
invasive or nuisance plant seed.

About half of the emergent vegetation zone
should be high marsh (up to six inches deep)
and half should be low marsh (6 to 18 inches
deep). Varying depths throughout the
constructed wetland can improve plant
diversity and health.

The open water zone (approx.imately 35 to
40 percent of the total surface area) should be
between 18 inches and six feet deep.
Allowing a limited five-foot deep area can
prevent short-circuiting by encouraging
mixing, enhance aeration of water, prevent
resuspension, minimize thermal impacts, and
limit mosquito growth. Alternating areas of
emergent vegetation zone (up to 18 inches
deep) and open water zone can also minimize
short-circuiting and  hinder  mosquito
propagation.

General Specifications

The following specifications are provided for infor-
mation purposes only. These specifications include
information on acceptable materials for typical
applications, but are by no means exclusive or
limiting. The designer is responsible for developing
detailed specifications for individual design projects
in accordance with the project conditions.

Excavation

The area to be used for the constructed
wetland should be excavated to the required
depth below the desired bottom elevation to
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accommodate any required impermeable
liner, organic matter, and/or planting soil.

The compaction of the subgrade and/or the
installation of any impermeable liners will
follow immediately.

Subsoil preparation

Subsoil should be free from hard clods, stiff
clay, hardpan, ashes, slag, construction
debris, petroleum hydrocarbons, or other
undesirable material. Subsoil must not be
delivered in a frozen or muddy state.

Scarify the subsoil to a depth of 8 to 10
inches with a disk, rototiller, or similar
equipment.

Roll the subsoil under optimum moisture
conditions to a dense seal layer with four to
six passes of a sheepsfoot roller or equivalent.
The compacted seal layer should be at least
eight inches thick.

Impermeable liner

If necessary, install impermeable liner in
accordance with manufacturer’s guidelines.
Place a minimum 12 inches of subsoil on top
of impermeable liner in addition to planting
soil.

Earth fill material & placement

The fill material should be taken from
approved designated excavation areas. It
should be free of roots, stumps, wood,
rubbish, stones greater than six inches, or
other objectionable materials. Materials on
the outer surface of the embankment must
have the capability to support vegetation.
Areas where fill is to be placed should be
scarified prior to placement. Fill materials for
the embankment should be placed in
maximum eight-inch lifts. The principal
spillway must be installed concurrently with
fill placement and not excavated into the
embankment.

Control movement of the hauling and
spreading equipment over the site.

Embankment core

The core should be parallel to the centerline
of the embankment as shown on the plans.
The top width of the core should be at least
four feet. The height should extend up to at
least the 10-year water elevation or as shown
on the plans. The side slopes should be 1:1 or
flatter. The core should be compacted with
construction equipment, rollers, or hand
tampers to assure maximum density and
minimum permeability. The core should be
placed concurrently with the outer shell of the
embankment.

Construction of the berm should follow
specifications by the project’s geotechnical
engineer.

Structure backfill

Backfill adjacent to pipes and structures
should be of the type and quality conforming
to that specified for the adjoining fill
material. The fill should be placed in
horizontal layers not to exceed eight inches in
thickness and compacted by hand tampers or
other ~ manually  directed compaction
equipment. The material should fill
completely all spaces under and adjacent to
the pipe. At no time during the backfilling
operation should driven equipment be
allowed to operate closer than four feet to any
part of the structure. Equipment should not be
driven over any part of a concrete structure or
pipe, unless there is a compacted fill of 24
inches or greater over the structure or pipe.
Backfill content and placement should follow
specifications by the project’s geotechnical
engineer.

Pipe conduits

Corrugated metal pipe — All of the following

criteria should apply for corrugated metal pipe:

Materials — Polymer coated steel pipe,
aluminum coated steel pipe, aluminum pipe.
This pipe and its appurtenances should
conform to the requirements of AASHTO
specifications with watertight coupling bands
or flanges.
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Coupling bands, anti-seep collars, end
sections, etc., must be composed of the same
material and coatings as the pipe. Metals
must be insulated from dissimilar materials
with use of rubber or plastic insulating
materials at least 24 mils in thickness.
Connections — All connections with pipes
must be completely watertight. The drain pipe
or barrel connection to the riser should be
welded all around when the pipe and riser are
metal. Anti-seep collars should be connected
to the pipe in such a manner as to be
completely watertight. Dimple bands are not
considered to be watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such material
should be removed and replaced with suitable
earth compacted to provide adequate support.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Reinforced concrete pipe - All of the following

criteria should apply for reinforced concrete pipe:

Materials — Reinforced concrete pipe should
have bell and spigot joints with rubber
gaskets and should equal or exceed ASTM
standards.

Laying pipe — Bell and spigot pipe should be
placed with the bell end upstream. Joints
should be made in accordance with
recommendations of the manufacturer of the
material. After the joints are sealed for the
entire line, the bedding should be placed so
that all spaces under the pipe are filled. Take
care to prevent any deviation from the
original line and grade of the pipe.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Plastic pipe

Materials — PVC pipe should be PVC-1120 or
PVC-1220, conforming to ASTM standards.
Corrugated High Density Polyethylene

(HDPE) pipe, couplings, and fittings should
meet AASHTO specifications.

Joints and connections to anti-seep collars
should be completely watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such material
should be removed and replaced with suitable
earth compacted to provide adequate support.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Drainage diaphragms — When a drainage diaphragm
is used, a registered professional engineer must
supervise the design and construction inspection.

Planting soil (topsoil)

See local specifications for general planting
soil requirements.

Use a minimum of 12 inches of topsoil in the
emergent vegetation zone (less than 18~
inches deep) of the pond. If natural topsoil
from the site is to be used it must have at least
eight percent organic carbon content (by
weight) in the A-horizon for sandy soils, and
12 percent for other soil types.

If planting soil is imported, it should be made
up of equivalent proportions of organic and
mineral materials. All soils used should be
free of invasive or nuisance seeds.

Lime should not be added to planting soil
unless absolutely necessary, as it may
encourage the propagation of invasive
species.

The final elevations and hydrology of the
vegetative zones should be evaluated prior to
planting to determine if grading or planting
changes are required.

Vegetation

See Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix for plant lists for constructed
wetlands. Substitutions of specified plants
should be subject to prior approval of the
designer. Planting locations should be based
on the planting plan and directed in the field
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by a qualified wetland ecologist.  Plant
material should be selected based on
tolerance to standing water as identified in
Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix.

e All wetland plant stock should exhibit live
buds or shoots. All plant stock should be
turgid, firm, and resilient. Internodes of
rhizomes may be flexible and not necessarily
rigid. Soft or mushy stock should be rejected.
The stock should be free of deleterious insect
infestation, disease, and defects such as knots,
sun-scald, injuries, abrasions, or
disfigurement that could adversely affect the
survival or performance of the plants.

* All stock should be free from invasive or
nuisance plants or seeds.

e During all phases of the work, including
transport and onsite handling, the plant
materials should be carefully handled and
packed to prevent injuries and desiccation.
During transit and onsite handling, the plant
material should be kept from freezing and be
covered, moist, cool, out of the weather, and
out of the wind and sun. Plants should be
watered to maintain moist soil and/or plant
conditions until accepted.

¢ Plants not meeting these specifications or
damaged during handling, loading, and
unloading will be rejected.

Outlet control structure

e Outlet control structures should be
constructed of non-corrodible material.

e OQutlets should be resistant to clogging by
debris, sediment, floatables, plant material, or
ice.

e Materials should comply with applicable
specifications (INDOT or AASHTO, latest
edition).

» For maximum flexibility with wetland water
levels (if actual depths are uncertain)
adjustable water level control structures are
recommended (see EPA, 2000 in reference
section for design concepts).

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume reduction

Although not typically considered a volume-
reducing BMP, constructed wetlands can achieve
some volume reduction through infiltration and
evapotranspiration, especially during small storms
and high temperature periods. The volume stored
between the predicted water level (from the water
balance calculations) and the lowest outlet elevation
will be removed from the storm that occurs under
those conditions.

Peak rate mitigation
Inflow and discharge hydrographs must be
calculated for each design storm.

Peak rate is primarily controlled in detention
facilities through the transient storage above any
permanent water surface. The degree to which peak
rate is controlled is a function of the transient
storage volume provided (i.e., depth and area) and
the configuration of the outlet control structure.

Water quality improvement

Constructed wetlands rely on physical, biological,
and chemical processes to remove pollutants from
influent stormwater runoff. The primary treatment
mechanism is settling by gravity of particulates and
their associated pollutants, while stormwater is
retained in the pond. Another mechanism for the
removal of pollutants, especially nutrients, is uptake
by algae and aquatic vegetation. Typical pollutant
removal efficiencies are provided in the Post-
Construction Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

The longer the runoff remains in a constructed
wetland, the more settling (and associated pollutant
removal) and other treatment can occur. After the
particulates reach the bottom, the permanent pool
protects them from resuspension when additional
runoff enters.
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Construction Guidelines

The following guidelines pertain to constructed
wetlands:

Maintenance

Constructed wetlands must have a maintenance plan
and privately owned facilities should have an

Install all  temporary erosion and
sedimentation controls.
Separate pond area from
drainage area.

All channels/pipes conveying flows to the

pond must be routed away from the pond area

until it is completed and stabilized.

Prior to construction of the pond, the area

immediately adjacent to the pond must be

stabilized in accordance with the erosion and
sediment control methods discussed in the

Erosion and Sediment Control Requirements

Chapter of the Technical Standards and the

latest requirements of IDEM’s Soil Erosion

and Sedimentation Control (Rule 5) Program.

Prepare site  for excavation and/or

embankment construction.

All existing vegetation should remain, if

feasible, and only be removed if necessary for

construction.

Care should be taken to prevent compaction

of the basin bottom.

If excavation is required, clear the area of all

vegetation. Remove all tree roots, rocks, and

boulders only in the excavation area.

o Excavate bottom of basin to desired
elevation (if necessary).

Install surrounding embankments and inlet

and outlet control structures.

Grade and prepare subsoil in bottom of basin.

Compact bottom of basin in constructed

wetlands.

o Apply and grade planting soil. Matching
design grades is crucial especially in
constructed wetlands because aquatic
plants can be very sensitive to depth.

o0 Apply geo-textiles and other erosion-
control measures.

Seed, plant, and mulch according to

landscaping plan.

Install any safety or anti-grazing measures, if

necessary.

Follow required maintenance and monitoring

guidelines.

contributing

easement, deed restriction, or other legal measure to
prevent neglect or removal.

A basin maintenance plan should be developed
which includes the following measures:

All basin structures should be inspected for
clogging and excessive debris and sediment
accumulation at least four times per year, as
well as after every storm greater than one
inch. Structures that should be inspected
include basin bottoms, trash racks, outlets
structures, riprap or gabion structures, and
inlets.

Sediment should be removed from the
forebay before it occupies 50 percent of the
forebay, typically every 3 to 10 vyears.
Sediment removal should be conducted when
the basin is completely dry.

Constructed wetlands should be drained prior
to sediment removal. Sediment should be
disposed of properly and once sediment is
removed, disturbed areas need to be
immediately stabilized and re-vegetated.
Proper disposal of removed material depends
on the nature of the drainage area and the
intent and function of the detention basin.
Material removed from detention basins that
treat hot spots such as fueling stations or
areas with high pollutant concentrations
should be disposed according to IDEM
regulations for solid waste. Detention basins
that primarily catch sediment from areas such
as lawns may redistribute the waste on site.
The wetland drain should be inspected and
tested four times per year.

The embankment should be inspected for
evidence of tunneling or burrowing wildlife
at least twice during the growing season. If
damage is found, the damage should be
repaired and the animals removed.

Mowing and/or trimming of vegetation
should be performed as necessary to sustain
the system, but all detritus must be removed
from the basin. Embankment should be
mowed 1-2 times per year to prevent the
establishment of woody vegetation.
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e Inspections should assess the vegetation,
erosion, flow channelization, bank stability,
inlet/outlet conditions, embankment, and
sediment/debris accumulation.

e Vegetated areas should be inspected annually
for unwanted growth of invasive species.

* Vegetative cover should be maintained at a
minimum of 85 percent.

Winter Considerations

One of the biggest problems associated with proper
constructed wetland operation during cold weather
is the freezing and clogging of inlet and outlet
pipes. To avoid these problems, the Center for
Watershed Protection (Caraco and Claytor, 1997)
made some general design suggestions, which are
adapted as follows:

e Inlet pipes should typically not be submerged,
since this can result in freezing and upstream
damage or flooding.

e Burying all pipes below the frost line can
prevent frost heave and pipe freezing. Wind
protection can also be an important
consideration for pipes above the frost line. In
these cases, designs modifications that have
pipes “turn the corner” are helpful.

* Incorporate lower winter operating levels as
part of the design to introduce available
storage for melt events.

* Increase the slope of inlet pipes to a
minimum of one percent to prevent standing
water in the pipe, reducing the potential for
ice formation. This design may be difficult to
achieve at sites with flat local slopes.

e If perforated riser pipes are used, the
minimum opening diameter should be %-
inch. In addition, the pipe should have a
minimum 8-inch diameter.

* When a standard weir is used, the minimum
slot width should be 3 inches, especially
when the slot is tall.

» Baffle weirs can prevent ice reformation
during the spring melt near the outlet by
preventing surface ice from blocking the
outlet structure.

* In cold climates, riser hoods should be
oversized and reverse slope pipes should
draw from at least 6 inches below the typical
ice layer.

e Alternative outlet designs that have been
successful include using a pipe encased in a
gravel jacket set at the elevation of the
aquatic bench as the control for water-quality
events. This practice both avoids stream
warming and serves as a hon-freezing outlet.

e Trash racks should be installed at a shallow
angle to prevent ice formation. Constructed
wetland performance can be decreased in
spring months when large volumes of runoff
occur in a relatively short time carrying the
accumulated pollutant load from the winter
months. Since constructed wetlands are
relatively shallow, freezing of the shallow
pool can occur.

The cost of constructed wetlands varies greatly
depending on the configuration, location, site
specific conditions, etc. Typical construction costs
in 2004 dollars range from approximately $30,000
to $65,000 per acre (USEPA Wetlands Fact Sheet,
1999). Costs are generally most dependent on the
amount of earthwork and planting. Annual
maintenance costs have been reported to be
approximately two to five percent of the capital
costs (USEPA, 2000).
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Constructed Wetlands

ITEM P,\?ge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Used in conjunction with other BMPs for groundwater
. 1,3
recharge and/or water quality?
Adequate drainage area/water supply/groundwater table
to maintain permanent water surface?
» Min. drainage area: 10 acres, 5 acres for 2-4
pocket wetland
» Max. drainage area: 50 acres
» Relatively impermeable soils and/or soil 6
modification?
Hydrologic calculations (e.g., water balance) performed? | 3,4
Stable inflow points provided? 6
» Forebay and/or pretreatment provided for
sediment removal? 4.6
Min. width of permanent access: 9 ft
Max. slope: 15%
» Adequate length to width ratio? 4
Appropriate and varying water depths for diverse
vegetation? 46
» Max. water depth: 3-4 feet, no longer than 12 '
hours for more than a few days annually
Sudden water level fluctuations minimized to reduce 4
stress on vegetation?
Acceptable side slopes? 5
Safety benches provided? 5
Properly designed outlet structure? 4,5
Adjustable permanent pool and dewatering mechanism _
provided?
Trash rack provided to prevent clogging? 5
Stable emergency overflow and outflow points? 5
» Adequate soils for plantings? 6,7
» Appropriate native plants selected in and
9
around wetland?
25-foot buffer provided? --
Erosion and sedimentation control considered? -
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 10,1
Min. vegetative cover to be maintained: 85% 1

» Denotes Minimum Design Consideration
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BMP Fact Sheet

DETENTION BASINS - DRY POND

Also called Dry-bottom Detention Ponds, Dry Ponds are earthen
structures that provide temporary storage of runoff and release the
stored volume of water over time to help reduce flooding.

/

Figure 1 ' Photograph Courtesy of US Environmental Protection Agency

ﬂey Design Features \

Storage capacity highly dependent on
available site area

Outlet structure configuration
determines peak rate reduction
effectiveness

Regular maintenance of vegetation
and sediment removal required
Relatively impermeable soils or
impermeable liner

Forebay for sediment collection and
removal

Stabilized emergency overflow and

energy dissipation at all outlets j

Applications
Residential Yes
Commercial Yes
Stormwater Quantity Functions
Ultra Urban No Volume Low
Groundwater None or Low
Industrial Yes Recharge
] Peak Rate High
Retrofit Yes
Highway/Road Yes
Recreational Yes
Stormwater Quality Functions
Type TSS TP N Temperature
Dry Pond Medium Medium Low Low
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Site Factors

Basin Max.
Bottom . Potential Drainage . .
Type Relative to Soils | Slope Hotspots Area Benefits Limitations
Water Table (acres)
Low volume/GW
Good peak rate
" id recharge and water
Low/ Yes w/ performance, wide quality benefits,
Dry Pond | Above N/A Med considerations 50 applicability, can be must be combined
used as temporary .
. - with other BMPs,
sediment basin hi
igh total cost

*C or D soils typically work without modification. A and B soils may require modifications to reduce their permeability.

Additional Considerations

Cost

e High — Cost for above ground basins must
include excavation of basin, construction of
berm, and installation of storm sewer
conveyance system, including pipes and
structures.

e The cost of each basin is highly dependent
on the size of the basin and site
characteristics.

Maintenance

Type Maintenance

High/Low - Year round maintenance for
vegetation; one time per year sediment
removal

Dry Pond

Winter Performance
¢ Med/High

Description and Function

Dry ponds are earthen structures that provide
temporary storage of runoff and release the stored
volume of water over time to help reduce flooding.
They are constructed either by impounding a
natural depression or excavating existing soil, and
are intended to enhance the settlement process in
order to maximize water quality benefits, while
achieving reduced runoff volume.

Applications

Dry ponds can be used in a wide variety of appli-
cations when the necessary space is available. Their

uses are limited in ultra urban areas and some
redevelopment projects simply due to a lack of
available space (in these cases underground and/or
special detention may be used).

Design Considerations

Hydrology

o Dry ponds should be designed to mitigate
peak runoff rates for the 1-year through
100-year rainfall events.

o Inflow and discharge hydrographs should
be calculated for each selected design
storm. Hydrographs should be based on the
24-hour rainfall event or that required in the
Stormwater Ordinance. Typically, the local
NRCS 24-hour Type Il rainfall distribution
should be utilized to generate hydrographs.

Storage volume, depth, and duration

e Dry ponds should be designed to treat the
runoff volume produced by the water
quality design storm unless additional
upstream BMPs are provided.

e The lowest elevation within a dry detention
basin should be at least two feet above the
seasonal high water table. If high water
table conditions are anticipated, then the
design of a wet pond, constructed wetland,
or Dbioretention  facility should be
considered.

e The maximum water depth of the basin
should not exceed 4 feet.

o Detention time is defined as the time from
when the maximum storage volume is
reached until only 10 percent of that
volume remains in the basin. In order to
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achieve an 80 percent total suspended
solids removal rate, a 36-hour detention
time is required within an extended
detention basin, with no more than 40% of
the maximum stored volume released
within the first 12 hours.

The low flow orifice should be sized and
positioned to detain the calculated water
quality runoff volume for at least 24 hours,
but no more than 36 hours. The low flow
orifice may be allowed as small as 4 inches
in diameter if adequate protection from
clogging is provided.

Basin sizing and configuration

Dry ponds should be shaped to maximize
the hydraulic length of the stormwater flow
pathway. A minimum length-to width ratio
of 3:1 is recommended to maximize
sedimentation. If the length-to-width ratio
is lower, the flow pathway should be
maximized. A wedge-shaped pond with the
major inflows on the narrow end can
prevent short-circuiting and stagnation.
Irregularly shaped basins are acceptable
and may even be encouraged to improve
site aesthetics.

Distances of flow paths from inflow points
to outlets should be maximized.

If site conditions inhibit construction of a
long, narrow basin, baffles consisting of
earthen berms or other materials can be
incorporated into the pond design to
lengthen the stormwater flow path.

Basins must have one or more sediment
forebays or equivalent upstream
pretreatment to trap coarse sediment,
prevent short circuiting and facilitate
maintenance (i.e., sediment removal). The
forebay should consist of a separate cell,
formed by a structural barrier. The forebay
will require periodic sediment removal.
Permanent access must be provided to the
forebay, outlet, and embankment areas. It
should be at least nine feet wide, having a
maximum slope of 15 percent, and be
stabilized for vehicles.

An emergency outlet or spillway capable of
conveying the spillway design flood (SDF)
must be included in the design. The SDF is

usually equal to the 1.25 times the 100-year
design flood.

Embankments

Vegetated embankments less than or equal
to three feet in height are recommended.
Embankments should have side slopes no
steeper than 3:1 (horizontal to vertical).

The basin should have a minimum
freeboard of one foot above the SDF
elevation to the top of the berm.

Woody vegetation is generally discouraged
in the embankment area because of the risk
of compromising the integrity of the
embankment.

Embankments should incorporate measures,
such as buried chain link fencing, to
prevent or discourage damage from
tunneling wildlife (e.g., muskrat).

i {50
Figure 2 Dry Pond: Photo courtesy of Fairfax
County VA Department of Public Works and
Environmental Services.

Dry pond location

Dry ponds should be located down gradient
of disturbed or developed areas on the site.
The pond should collect as much site runoff
as possible, especially from the site’s
impervious  surfaces (roads, parking,
buildings, etc.), and where other BMPs are
not proposed.

Dry ponds should not be constructed on
steep slopes, nor should slopes be
significantly altered or modified to reduce
the steepness of the existing slope, for the
purpose of installing a pond.

Dry ponds should not worsen the runoff
potential of the existing site by removing
trees for the purpose of installing a pond.
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e Dry ponds should not be constructed within
10 feet of the property line or within 50 feet
of a private well or septic system.

e Dry ponds should not be constructed in
areas with high quality and/or well draining
soils, which are adequate for installing
BMPs capable of achieving stormwater
infiltration and, hence, volume reduction.

Additional design considerations for extended
detention basins (Figure 3)

e Dry detention basins should not be
constructed within jurisdictional waters,
including wetlands, or their regulated
buffers.

Outlet design
e The low-flow orifice should typically be no

Top of Berm —-
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EEREES FOREBAY
~
Inflow
Energy ~
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~
: ~
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Figure 3 Extended Detention Basin
Source: New Jersey BMP Manual

Low Flow Channel Invert
(Optional)

smaller than 4 inches in diameter. However,
the orifice diameter may be reduced to two
inches if adequate protection from clogging
is provided.

The hydraulic design of all outlet structures
must consider any significant tailwater
effects of downstream waterways.

The primary and low flow outlets should be
protected from clogging by an external
trash rack or other mechanism.

Online facilities should have an emergency
spillway that can safely pass the 1.25 times
the 100-year storm with one foot of
freeboard. All outflows should be conveyed
downstream in a safe and stable manner.
When designed to meet discharge criteria
for a range of storms, basins should
incorporate a multistage outlet structure.
Three elements are typically included in

=« _ Water Quality Storage/

Spillway

Concrete Box Outlet
Structure Alternative

Embankment

Outlet
Energy
Dissipator
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this design:

o A low-flow outlet that controls the
extended detention and functions to
slowly release the water quality or
channel protection design storm.

o A primary outlet that functions to
attenuate the peak of larger design
storms.

o An emergency overflow outlet/
spillway. The emergency spillway
should be at the top of the berm.

The primary outlet structure should

incorporate weirs, orifices, pipes, or a
combination of these to control runoff peak
rates for multiple design storms. Water
quality storage should be provided below
the invert of the primary outlet. When
routing basins, the low-flow outlet should
be included in the depth-discharge
relationship.

Energy dissipaters should be placed at the
end of the primary outlet to prevent erosion.
If the basin discharges to a channel with dry
weather flow, care should be taken to
minimize tree clearing along the
downstream channel, and to reestablish a
forested riparian zone between the outlet
and natural channel. Where feasible, a
multiple orifice outlet system is preferred to
a single pipe.

Inlet structures

Erosion protection measures should be used
to stabilize inflow structures and channels.

Sediment forebay

Must be in  compliance with local

Stormwater Management Ordinance and
standard detailed drawing requirements.
Forebays must be incorporated into the
basin design. Forebays should be provided
at all major inflow points to capture coarse
sediment, prevent excessive sediment
accumulation in the main basin, and
minimize erosion by inflow.

Forebays should be vegetated to improve
filtering of runoff, to reduce runoff
velocity, and to stabilize soils against
erosion. Forebays should adhere to the
following criteria:

0 A minimum length of 10 feet.

o Storage should be provided to trap
sediment over from storms with return
periods between 1 and 10 years.

0 Forebays should be physically
separated from the rest of the pond by a
berm, gabion wall, etc.

0 Flows exiting the forebay must be non-
erosive to the newly constructed basin.

0 Forebays should be installed with
permanent  vertical markers that
indicate sediment depth.

o Storage volume of 10 to 15 percent of
the total permanent pool volume and is
four to six feet deep.

o0 All major inflow points to dry detention
basins  should include sediment
forebays sized for 10 percent of the
water quality volume.

Vegetation and soils protection

Care should be taken to prevent compaction
of soils in the bottom of the extended
detention basin in order to promote healthy
plant growth and encourage infiltration. If
soils compaction is not prevented during
construction, soils should be restored as
discussed in the Soils Restoration BMP.
Basin bottoms and side slopes should be
vegetated with a diverse native planting
mix to reduce maintenance needs, promote
natural landscapes, and increase infiltration
potential.

Vegetation may include trees, woody
shrubs, and meadow/wetland herbaceous
plants.

Woody vegetation is generally discouraged
in the embankment.

Meadow grasses or other deeply rooted
herbaceous vegetation is recommended on
the interior slope of embankments.
Fertilizers and pesticides should not be
used.
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General Specifications

The following specifications are provided for infor-
mation purposes only. These specifications include
information on acceptable materials for typical
applications, but are by no means exclusive or
limiting. The designer is responsible for developing
detailed specifications for individual design projects
in accordance with the project conditions.

Site preparation

All excavation areas, embankments, and structure
locations should be cleared and grubbed as
necessary, but trees and existing vegetation should
be retained and incorporated within the dry
detention basin area where possible. Trees should
not be removed unless absolutely necessary.

Where feasible, trees and other native vegetation
should be protected, even in areas where temporary
inundation is expected. A minimum 10-foot radius
around the inlet and outlet structures can be cleared
to allow room for construction.

Any cleared material should be used as mulch for
erosion control or soil stabilization.

Care should be taken to prevent compaction of the
bottom of the reservoir. If compaction should occur,
soils should be restored and amended.

Earth fill material & placement

e The fill material should be taken from
approved designated excavation areas. It
should be free of roots, stumps, wood,
rubbish, stones greater than six inches, or
other objectionable materials. Materials on
the outer surface of the embankment must
have the capability to support vegetation.

o Areas where fill is to be placed should be
scarified prior to placement. Fill materials
for the embankment should be placed in
maximum eight-inch lifts. The principal
spillway must be installed concurrently
with fill placement and not excavated into
the embankment.

e Control movement of the hauling and
spreading equipment over the site.

Embankment core

e The core should be parallel to the centerline
of the embankment as shown on the plans.
The top width of the core should be at least
four feet. The height should extend up to at
least the 10-year water elevation or as
shown on the plans. The side slopes should
be 1:1 or flatter. The core should be
compacted with construction equipment,
rollers, or hand tampers to assure maximum
density and minimum permeability. The
core should be placed concurrently with the
outer shell of the embankment.

e Construction of the berm should follow
specifications by the project’s geotechnical
engineer.

Structure backfill

o Backfill adjacent to pipes and structures
should be of the type and quality
conforming to that specified for the
adjoining fill material. The fill should be
placed in horizontal layers not to exceed
eight inches in thickness and compacted by
hand tampers or other manually directed
compaction equipment. The material should
fill completely all spaces under and
adjacent to the pipe. At no time during the
backfilling  operation should driven
equipment be allowed to operate closer than
four feet to any part of the structure.
Equipment should not be driven over any
part of a concrete structure or pipe, unless
there is a compacted fill of 24 inches or
greater over the structure or pipe.

e Backfill content and placement should
follow specifications by the project’s
geotechnical engineer.

Pipe conduits

Corrugated metal pipe — All of the following

criteria should apply for corrugated metal pipe:
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o Materials — Polymer coated steel pipe,
aluminum coated steel pipe, aluminum
pipe. This pipe and its appurtenances
should conform to the requirements of
AASHTO specifications with watertight
coupling bands or flanges.

e Coupling bands, anti-seep collars, end
sections, etc., must be composed of the
same material and coatings as the pipe.
Metals must be insulated from dissimilar
materials with use of rubber or plastic
insulating materials at least 24 mils in
thickness.

e Connections — All connections with pipes
must be completely watertight. The drain
pipe or barrel connection to the riser should
be welded all around when the pipe and
riser are metal. Anti-seep collars should be
connected to the pipe in such a manner as
to be completely watertight. Dimple bands
are not considered to be watertight.

e Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such
material should be removed and replaced
with suitable earth compacted to provide
adequate support.

e Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

e Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Reinforced concrete pipe - All of the following
criteria should apply for reinforced concrete pipe:

e Materials — Reinforced concrete pipe
should have bell and spigot joints with
rubber gaskets and should equal or exceed
ASTM standards.

e Laying pipe — Bell and spigot pipe should
be placed with the bell end upstream. Joints
should be made in accordance with
recommendations of the manufacturer of
the material. After the joints are sealed for
the entire line, the bedding should be placed
so that all spaces under the pipe are filled.
Take care to prevent any deviation from the
original line and grade of the pipe.

e Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

e Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Plastic pipe
e Materials — PVC pipe should be PVC-1120

or PVC-1220 conforming to ASTM
standards. Corrugated High Density
Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe, couplings, and
fittings should meet AASHTO
specifications.

e Joints and connections to anti-seep collars
should be completely watertight.

e Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such
material should be removed and replaced
with suitable earth compacted to provide
adequate support.

e Backfilling should conform to *“structure
backfill.”

o  Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Drainage diaphragms — When a drainage diaphragm
is used, a registered professional engineer must
supervise the design and construction inspection.

Rock riprap

Rock riprap should meet the Construction BMP
requirements contained in the Technical Standards
document and the latest requirements of IDEM’s
Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program
(Rule 5).

Stabilization

All borrow areas should be graded to provide
proper drainage and left in a stabilized condition.
All exposed surfaces of the embankment, spillway,
spoil and borrow areas, and berms should be
stabilized by seeding, planting, and mulching in
accordance with Construction BMP requirements
contained in the Technical Standards document and
the latest requirements of IDEM’s Soil Erosion and
Sedimentation Control Program (Rule 5).
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Operation and maintenance

An operation and maintenance plan in accordance
with local or state regulations must be prepared for
all basins. At a minimum, include a dam and
inspection checklist as part of the operation and
maintenance plan and perform at least annually.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume reduction
Dry ponds do not provide an appreciable amount of
volume reduction.

Peak rate mitigation
Inflow and discharge hydrographs must be
calculated for each design storm.

Peak rate is primarily controlled through the
transient storage above the bottom elevation of the
dry detention facility. The degree to which peak
rate is controlled is a function of the transient
storage volume provided (i.e., depth and area) and
the configuration of the outlet control structure.

Water quality improvement

The primary treatment mechanism is settling by
gravity of particulates and their associated
pollutants while stormwater is retained in the pond.

Construction Guidelines

The following guidelines pertain to dry ponds:

e Install all temporary erosion and
sedimentation controls.

e Separate pond area from contributing
drainage area.

e All channels/pipes conveying flows to the
pond must be routed away from the pond
area until it is completed and stabilized.

e Prior to construction of the pond, the area
immediately adjacent to the pond must be
stabilized in accordance with the erosion
and sediment control methods discussed in
the Erosion and Sediment Control
Requirements Chapter of the Technical
Standards and the latest requirements of

IDEM’s Soil Erosion and Sedimentation
Control Program (Rule 5).

e Prepare site for excavation and/or
embankment construction.

e All existing vegetation should remain, if
feasible, and only be removed if necessary
for construction.

e Care should be taken to prevent compaction
of the basin bottom.

o If excavation is required, clear the area of
all vegetation. Remove all tree roots, rocks,
and boulders only in excavation area.

o0 Excavate bottom of basin to desired
elevation (if necessary).

e Install surrounding embankments and inlet
and outlet control structures.

e Grade and prepare subsoil in bottom of
basin while taking care to prevent
compaction. Equipment that will apply
pressure to the basin bottom of less than or
equal to four pounds per square inch is
recommended.  Compact only the
surrounding embankment areas and around
inlet and outlet structures.

o0 Apply and grade planting soil.
0 Apply geo-textiles and other erosion-
control measures.

e Seed, plant, and mulch according to
landscaping plan.

¢ Install any safety or anti-grazing measures,
if necessary.

e Follow required
monitoring guidelines.

Maintenance

Dry ponds must have a maintenance plan and
privately owned facilities should have an easement,
deed restriction, or other legal measure to prevent
neglect or removal.

maintenance and

A basin maintenance plan should be developed
which includes the following measures:

o All basin structures should be inspected for
clogging and excessive debris and sediment
accumulation at least four times per year, as
well as after every storm greater than one
inch. Structures that should be inspected
include basin bottoms, trash racks, outlets
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structures, riprap or gabion structures, and
inlets.

e Sediment should be removed from the
forebay before it occupies 50 percent of the
forebay, typically every three to 10 years.
Sediment removal should be conducted
when the basin is completely dry.

e Sediment should be disposed of properly
and once sediment is removed, disturbed
areas need to be immediately stabilized and
re-vegetated. Proper disposal of removed
material depends on the nature of the
drainage area and the intent and function of
the detention basin. Material removed from
detention basins that treat hot spots, such as
fueling stations or areas with high pollutant
concentrations, should be disposed
according to IDEM regulations for solid
waste. Detention basins that primarily catch
sediment from areas such as lawns may
redistribute the waste on site.

e The pond drain should be inspected and
tested four times per year.

e The embankment should be inspected for
evidence of tunneling or burrowing wildlife
at least twice during the growing season. If
damage is found, the damage should be
repaired and the animals removed.

e Mowing and/or trimming of vegetation
should be performed as necessary to sustain
the system, but all detritus must be removed
from the basin. Embankment should be
mowed 1-2 times per year to prevent the
establishment of woody vegetation.

e Inspections should assess the vegetation,
erosion, flow channelization, bank stability,
inlet/outlet conditions, embankment, and
sediment/debris accumulation.

e Vegetated areas should be inspected
annually for unwanted growth of invasive
species.

e Vegetative cover should be maintained at a
minimum of 85 percent.

Winter Considerations

Dry ponds should be inspected and maintained
during winter months. Application of sand, ash,
cinders, or other anti-skid materials may cause
sediment forebays to fill more quickly. Otherwise,
dry ponds should function as intended in cold
weather.

The construction costs associated with dry ponds
can vary considerably. One study evaluated the cost
of all pond systems (Brown and Schueler, 1997).
Adjusting for inflation, the cost of dry extended
detention ponds can be estimated with the equation:

C =12.4y070
Where:

C = Construction, design and permitting cost
V = Volume needed to control the 10-year storm
(f)

Using this equation, typical construction costs are:

$41,600 for a one acre-foot pond
$239,000 for a 10 acre-foot pond
$1,380,000 for a 100 acre-foot pond

Dry ponds using highly structural design features
(riprap for erosion control, etc.) are more costly
than natural basins. An installation cost savings is
associated with a natural vegetated slope treatment,
which is magnified by the additional environmental
benefits provided. Long-term maintenance costs for
processes such as mowing and fertilizing are
reduced when more naturalized approaches are
used, due to the ability of native vegetation to adapt
to local weather conditions and a reduced need for
maintenance.

Annual maintenance costs for dry ponds have been
reported to be approximately three to five percent of
the capital costs, though there is little data available
to support this. Alternatively, a community can
estimate the cost of the maintenance activities
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outlined in the maintenance section. Ponds are long-
lived facilities (typically longer than 20 years).
Thus, the initial investment into pond systems may
be spread over a relatively long time period.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Dry Extended Detention Ponds

ITEM Pﬁge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Used in conjunction with other BMPs for groundwater 1
recharge and/or water quality?
Adequate drainage area/water supply/groundwater table
to maintain permanent water surface? 2
Max. drainage area: 50 acres
Relatively impermeable soils and/or soil modification? --
Stable inflow points provided? 6
Forebay and/or pretreatment provided for sediment
removal?
Min. width of permanent access: 9 ft 3,6
Max. slope: 15%
Min. length of forebay: 10 ft
Adequate length to width ratio? 3
»  Min. length-to-width ratio: 3:1
Appropriate and varying water depths?
Max. water depth: 4 feet 3
Lowest elevation: at least 2 feet above seasonal
high water table
Acceptable side slopes? 4
Max. side slopes: 3:1
Safety benches provided? --
Properly designed outlet structure? 5
» Dewatering mechanism provided? --
Trash rack provided to prevent clogging? 5
Stable emergency overflow and outflow points? 5
Soil compaction minimized? 6,9
Adequate soils for plantings? --
Appropriate native plants selected in and around pond? 6
25-foot buffer provided? --
Erosion and sedimentation control considered? 8,9
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 10

» Denotes Minimum Design Consideration
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BMP Fact Sheet

DETENTION BASINS - UNDERGROUND DETENTION

An Underground Detention system is a type of detention basin
that is completely underground.

Variations
* Underground Detention Beds
e Underground Vaults

Key Design Features

e Storage capacity highly
dependent on available site area

e Outlet structure configuration
determines peak rate reduction
effectiveness

* Regular maintenance of
vegetation and sediment removal
required

e Relatively impermeable soils or
impermeable liner

e Forebay for sediment collection
and removal

o Stabilized emergency overflow
and energy dissipation at all

K outlets

Figure 1 Photograph courtesy of Vertex Design Group

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions
Volume Low
Residential Yes Groundwater None o Low
Recharge
Commercial Yes Peak Rate High
Ultra Urban Yes
Industrial Yes
Retrofit Yes
Highway/Road Yes
Recreational Yes
Stormwater Quality Functions
Type TSS TP TN Temperature
Underground Detention N/A N/A N/A N/A
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Site Factors

Basin Max.
Type Rzgtf\??t o Soils | Slope E%tt?sr;tc:?sl Df;ggge Benefits Limitations
Water Table (acres)
Low volume/GW
Dual use, good peak recharge and water
Under- Low/ Yes w/ rate performance, wide | quality benefits,
ground Above N/A Med | considerations 30 applicability (including | must be combined
Detention ultra-urban and with other BMPs,
redevelopment.) high cost,
maintenance
considerations

*C or D soils typically work without modification. A and B soils may require modifications to reduce their permeability.

Additional Considerations

Cost
» The cost of each basin is highly dependent
on the size of the basin and site
characteristics.

Maintenance

Type Maintenance
Underground Detention Med/High

Winter Performance
* Med/High

Description and Function

Underground systems can be provided in a variety
of subsurface structural elements, such as
underground aggregate-filled beds or vaults, tanks,
large pipes, or other fabricated structures placed in
aggregate-filled beds in the soil mantle. All such
systems are designed to provide runoff peak rate
attenuation as their primary function. Regular
maintenance is required, because sediment must be
removed from the structures within their respective
design periods to ensure detention capacity for
subsequent rainfall events.

Applications

Detention systems can be used in a wide variety of
applications when the necessary space is available.
Their use is limited in ultra-urban areas and some
redevelopment projects simply due to a lack of
available space (in these cases underground and/or
special detention may be used).

Variations

Underground detention

These facilities are usually intended for applications
on sites where space is limited and are not intended
to provide significant water quality treatment.
Examples include:

Underground detention beds

Underground detention beds can be constructed by
excavating a broad area and filling it with uniformly
graded aggregate. Runoff can be stored within the
void spaces of the aggregate while the aggregate
bed structurally supports overlying land uses.

» Storage design and routing methods are the
same as for surface detention basins.

* Underground detention beds may be used
where space is limited, but subsurface
infiltration is not feasible due to high water
table conditions, shallow soil mantle, or
poorly draining soils.

e Underground detention beds provide
minimal water quality treatment and should
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be used in combination with a pretreatment
BMP.

* Except where runoff is, or may become
toxic and contamination of soil or the water
table below the site is possible,
underground detention beds should not be
lined with an impervious geomembrane. By
not installing a geomembrane, a minimal
amount of infiltration may still occur. If
infiltration is allowed, proper pretreatment
iS necessary to avoid  polluting
groundwater. See the infiltration practices
BMP for more information.

Underground vaults

Underground vaults are stormwater storage
facilities usually constructed of precast reinforced
concrete or a structural high density polyethylene
plastic system. Tanks are usually constructed of
large diameter metal or plastic pipe. Concrete,
metal, or plastic pipes may also be installed with no
slope as part of a network designed for storage.

» Storage design and routing methods are the
same as for surface detention basins.

e Underground detention beds may be used
where space is limited but subsurface
infiltration is not feasible due to high water
table conditions, a shallow soil mantle, or
poorly draining soils.

* Underground vaults provide minimal water
quality treatment and should be used in
combination with a pretreatment BMP.

Design Considerations

Hydrology
* Underground detention basins should be
designed to mitigate peak runoff rates for
the 1-year through 100-year rainfall events.
* Inflow and discharge hydrographs should
be calculated for each selected design
storm. Hydrographs should be based on the
24-hour rainfall event or that required in the
local Stormwater Ordinance. Typically, the
NRCS 24-hour Type Il rainfall distribution
should be utilized to generate hydrographs.

Storage volume, depth, and duration

If water quality treatment is one of the
objectives of the system, the underground
detention basins should be designed to treat
the runoff volume produced by the water
quality design storm, unless additional
upstream BMPs are provided.

Detention time is defined as the time from
when the maximum storage volume is
reached until only 10 percent of that
volume remains in the basin.

Detention basin location

Underground detention basins should be
located down gradient of disturbed or
developed areas on the site. The basin
should collect as much site runoff as
possible, especially from the site’s
impervious  surfaces (roads, parking,
buildings, etc.), and where other BMPs are
not proposed.

Basins should not be constructed on steep
slopes, nor should slopes be significantly
altered or modified to reduce the steepness
of the existing slope, for the purpose of
installing a basin.

Basins should not worsen the runoff
potential of the existing site by removing
trees for the purpose of installing a basin.
Basins should not be constructed within 10
feet of the property line or within 50 feet of
a private well or septic system.

Detention basins should not be constructed
in areas with high quality and/or well-
draining soils, which are adequate for
installing BMPs capable of achieving
stormwater infiltration and, hence, volume
reduction.

Outlet design

The low-flow orifice should typically be no
smaller than 4 inches in diameter. However,
the orifice diameter may be reduced to 2
inches if adequate protection from clogging
is provided.

The hydraulic design of all outlet structures
must consider any significant tailwater
effects of downstream waterways.

The primary and low flow outlets should be
protected from clogging by an external
trash rack or other mechanism.
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Inlet structures
» Erosion protection measures should be used
to stabilize inflow structures and channels.

Geogrid
Reinforced Stone Pier

Stormwater Inlet Pipe

Vegetation and soils protection

* Underground systems that provide storage
within the void space of a stone layer
should be wrapped (bottom, top, and sides)
in nonwoven geotextile filter fabric to
prevent migration of the subsoils into the
voids.

e Control of sediment is critical. Rigorous
erosion and sediment control measures are
required to prevent sediment deposition
within the underground system. Nonwoven
geotextile may be folded over the edge of
the system until the site is stabilized. To
minimize maintenance and prevent siltation
of the system, pretreatment devices are
strongly recommended.

» Aggregate, if used for storage, should be
clean, durable and contain a high
percentage of void space (typically 40
percent).

» Perforated pipes, if used to distribute runoff
to/from the system, should connect
structures (such as cleanouts and inlet
boxes).

Drainage Rock

Figure 2 Schematic of underground detention facility, courtesy of CETCO ontracting Services

» Cleanouts or inlets should be installed at a
few locations within the system at
appropriate intervals to allow access to the
piping network and/or storage media and

Bearing Curb

GSE Nonwoven Geotextile
GSE LLDPE Geomembrane
GSE Nonwoven Geotextile

Qutlet Pipe

-

complete  removal of accumulated

sediment.

General Specifications

The following specifications are provided for infor-
mation purposes only. These specifications include
information on acceptable materials for typical
applications, but are by no means exclusive or
limiting. The designer is responsible for developing
detailed specifications for individual design projects
in accordance with the project conditions.

Underground structures
Site preparation

All excavation areas and structure locations should
be cleared and grubbed as necessary.

Where feasible, trees and other native vegetation
should be protected, even in areas where temporary
inundation is expected. A minimum 10-foot radius
around the inlet and outlet structures can be cleared
to allow room for construction.
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Any cleared material should be used as mulch for
erosion control or soil stabilization.

Care should be taken to prevent compaction of the
bottom of the reservoir. If compaction should occur,
soils should be restored and amended.

Structure backfill

» Backfill adjacent to pipes and structures
should be of the type and quality
conforming to that specified for the
adjoining fill material. The fill should be
placed in horizontal layers not to exceed
eight inches in thickness and compacted by
hand tampers or other manually directed
compaction equipment. The material should
fill completely all spaces under and
adjacent to the pipe. At no time during the
backfilling  operation should driving
equipment be allowed to operate closer than
four feet to any part of the structure.
Equipment should not be driven over any
part of a concrete structure or pipe, unless
there is a compacted fill of 24 inches or
greater over the structure or pipe.

e Backfill content and placement should
follow specifications by the project’s
geotechnical engineer.

Pipe conduits

Corrugated metal pipe — All of the following
criteria should apply for corrugated metal pipe:

* Materials — Polymer coated steel pipe,
aluminum coated steel pipe, aluminum
pipe. This pipe and its appurtenances
should conform to the requirements of
AASHTO specifications with watertight
coupling bands or flanges.

* Coupling bands, anti-seep collars, end
sections, etc., must be composed of the
same material and coatings as the pipe.
Metals must be insulated from dissimilar
materials with use of rubber or plastic
insulating materials at least 24 mils in
thickness.

e Connections — All connections with pipes
must be completely watertight. The drain

pipe or barrel connection to the riser should
be welded all around when the pipe and
riser are metal. Anti-seep collars should be
connected to the pipe in such a manner as
to be completely watertight. Dimple bands
are not considered to be watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such
material should be removed and replaced
with suitable earth compacted to provide
adequate support.

Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Reinforced concrete pipe - All of the following

criteria should apply for reinforced concrete pipe:

Materials — Reinforced concrete pipe
should have bell and spigot joints with
rubber gaskets and should equal or exceed
ASTM standards.

Laying pipe — Bell and spigot pipe should
be placed with the bell end upstream. Joints
should be made in accordance with
recommendations of the manufacturer of
the material. After the joints are sealed for
the entire line, the bedding should be placed
so that all spaces under the pipe are filled.
Take care to prevent any deviation from the
original line and grade of the pipe.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Plastic pipe

Materials — PVVC pipe should be PVC-1120
or PVC-1220 conforming to ASTM
standards. Corrugated High Density
Polyethylene (HDPE) pipe, couplings, and
fittings should meet AASHTO
specifications.

Joints and connections to anti-seep collars
should be completely watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
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unstable soil is encountered, all such
material should be removed and replaced
with suitable earth compacted to provide
adequate support.

» Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

e Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Drainage diaphragms — When a drainage diaphragm
is used, a registered professional engineer must
supervise the design and construction inspection.

Operation and maintenance

An operation and maintenance plan in accordance
with local or state regulations must be prepared for
all underground detention basins. At a minimum,
include a dam and inspection checklist as part of the
operation and maintenance plan and perform at
least annually.

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume reduction
Underground detention systems do not provide an
appreciable amount of volume reduction.

Peak rate mitigation
Inflow and discharge hydrographs must be
calculated for each design storm.

Peak rate is primarily controlled in detention
facilities through the transient storage above any
permanent water surface. The degree to which peak
rate is controlled is a function of the transient
storage volume provided (i.e., depth and area) and
the configuration of the outlet control structure.

Water quality improvement

Underground detention facilities are usually
intended for applications on sites where space is
limited and are not intended to provide significant
water quality treatment. When appropriate,
underground detention may incorporate infiltration
practices.  For limitations refer to Infiltration
Considerations (Introduction to Structural BMPs).

Construction Guidelines

Underground detention systems should be installed
per the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Maintenance

Underground detention facilities must have a
maintenance plan and privately owned facilities
should have an easement, deed restriction, or other
legal measure to prevent neglect or removal.

Maintenance activities required for underground
detention systems focus on regular sediment and
debris removal. All catch basins, inlets, and
pretreatment devices draining to the underground
bed should be inspected and cleaned at least two
times per year. The underground bed and its outlet
should be inspected at least once per year and
cleaned as needed. A basin maintenance plan
should be developed which includes the following
measures:

e All basin structures should be inspected for
clogging and excessive debris and sediment
accumulation at least four times per year, as
well as after every storm greater than one
inch. Structures that should be inspected
include basin bottoms, trash racks, outlets
structures, riprap or gabion structures, and
inlets.

» Sediment should be disposed of properly
and once sediment is removed, disturbed
areas need to be immediately stabilized and
re-vegetated. Proper disposal of removed
material depends on the nature of the
drainage area and the intent and function of
the detention basin. Material removed from
detention basins that treat hot spots, such as
fueling stations or areas with high pollutant
concentrations, should be disposed
according to IDEM regulations for solid
waste. Detention basins that primarily catch
sediment from areas such as lawns may
redistribute the waste on site.

e The underground detention drain should be
inspected and tested four times per year.
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* Inspections should assess the inlet/
outlet conditions and sediment/debris
accumulation.

The construction cost of underground detention can
vary greatly depending on the design, configuration,
location, storage volume and media, and site
specific conditions, among other factors. Typical
construction costs are approximately $8 to $10 per
cubic foot for proprietary high capacity storage
systems. Systems using uniformly graded aggregate
as the primary storage media will typically be less
expensive but require additional area and/or depth
for an equivalent storage volume.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Underground Detention

ITEM No YES | NO | N/A NOTES

Used in conjunction with other BMPs for water quality 14
and groundwater recharge? '
Stable inflow points provided? 4

»  Pretreatment provided for sediment removal? 5
Properly designed outlet structure? 4
Adequate cleanouts/maintenance access provided? 5
Stable emergency overflow and outflow points? --
Drawdown time less than 36 hours for 90% of stored _
volume?
Soil compaction minimized? 5
Clean, washed, open-graded aggregate specified, if 5
applicable?
Geotextile specified? 5
If proprietary storage media is used, were the _
manufacturer recommendations followed?
Appropriate native plants selected, if applicable? --
Erosion and sedimentation control considered? 5
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 7
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BMP Fact Sheet

DETENTION BASINS - WET POND

Wet Ponds, also called wet-bottom detention ponds, are earthen

structures that provide temporary storage of runoff and release ( . \
the stored volume of water over time to help reduce flooding Key Design Features

while providing a permanent pool of water for aesthetics, ¢ WetPonds

recreation, and settlement of sediments. *  Wet Detention Ponds
- ‘ - e Pocket Wet Ponds

= - - T
T

Key Design Features
o Storage capacity highly dependent
on available site area
e Qutlet structure configuration
determines peak rate reduction
effectiveness
¢ Regular maintenance of vegetation
and sediment removal required
o Natural high groundwater table
required
o Relatively impermeable soils or
' impermeable liner
Figure 1 Pond collecting runoff from rooftops, sidewalks, and yards, e Forebay for sediment collection and
Wilsonville, Oregon (USEPA, picasaweb) removal
e Dewatering mechanism required

e Stabilized emergency overflow and
Applications \ energy dissipation at all outlets /
Residential Yes
Commercial Yes
Ultra Urban No Stormwater Quantity Functions
Industrial Yes volume Low
Groundwater Recharge None or Low
Retrofit Yes Peak Rate High
Highway/Road Yes
Recreational Yes
Stormwater Quality Functions
Type TSS TP TN Temperature
Wet Pond High Medium Medium Low/Medium
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Site Factors

Basin Max.
Bottom . Potential Drainage . .
Type Relative to Soils | Slope Hotspots Area Benefits Limitations
Water Table (acres)
Good peak rate & TSS
performance, wide Ir_e%va\r/ozlaubme ﬁ{a(?i\t/;/
Wet Can be below Cor Yes w/ applicability, potential -cnarg '
Low - . 50 - ) high total cost,
Pond WT D* considerations aesthetic value; can be g
used as temporary potentlally thermal
sediment basin Impact

*C or D soils typically work without modification. A and B soils may require modifications to reduce their permeability.

Additional Considerations

Cost

* High — Cost for above ground basins must
include excavation of basin, construction of
berm, and installation of storm sewer
conveyance system, including pipes and
structures. Additional cost may be added for
enhanced vegetation.

e The cost of each basin is highly dependent on
the size of the basin and site characteristics.

Maintenance

Type Maintenance
Wet Pond Low/Med

Winter Performance
e Med/High

Description and Function

Wet ponds are earthen structures that provide
temporary storage of runoff and release the stored
volume of water over time to help reduce flooding.
They are constructed either by impounding a
natural depression or excavating existing soil, and
are intended to enhance the settlement process in
order to maximize water quality benefits, while
achieving reduced runoff volume.

Wet ponds include a permanent pool for water
quality treatment and additional capacity above the
permanent pool for temporary storage. The pond
perimeter should generally be covered by a dense
stand of emergent wetland vegetation. While they
do not achieve significant groundwater recharge or
volume reduction, wet ponds can be effective for
pollutant removal and peak rate mitigation.

Wet ponds can also provide aesthetic and wildlife
benefits. Wet ponds require an adequate source of
inflow to maintain the permanent water surface.
Due to the potential to discharge warm water, wet
ponds should be wused with caution near
temperature-sensitive  water  bodies.  Properly
designed and maintained wet ponds generally do
not support significant mosquito populations.

Applications

Wet ponds can be used in a wide variety of appli-
cations when the necessary space is available. Their
use is limited in ultra urban areas and some
redevelopment projects simply due to a lack of
available space (in these cases underground and/or
special detention may be used).

Variations

Wet ponds can be designed as either online or
offline facilities. They can also be used effectively
in series with other sediment-reducing BMPs, such
as vegetated filter strips, swales, and filters. Wet
ponds may be a good option for retrofitting existing
dry detention basins. Wet ponds are often organized
into the following three groups:
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Design Considerations

Hyd

Wet ponds primarily accomplish water
quality improvement through displacement of
the permanent pool and are generally only
effective for small inflow volumes (often they
are placed offline to regulate inflow).

Wet detention ponds are similar to wet
ponds but use extended detention as another
mechanism for water quality and peak rate
control. (Discussion of wet ponds in this
BMP section focuses on wet detention ponds
as described above because this tends to be
the most common and effective design.)
Pocket wet ponds are smaller wet ponds that
serve drainage areas between approximately 5
and 10 acres and are constructed near the
water table to help maintain the permanent
pool. They often include extended detention.

rology

Wet ponds should be designed to mitigate
peak runoff rates for the 1-year through 100-
year rainfall events.

Inflow and discharge hydrographs should be
calculated for each selected design storm.
Hydrographs should be based on the 24-hour
rainfall event or that required in the local
Stormwater Ordinance. Typically, the NRCS
24-hour Type Il rainfall distribution should
be utilized to generate hydrographs.

Wet ponds must be able to receive and retain
enough flow from rain, runoff, and
groundwater to ensure long-term viability. A
permanent water surface in the deeper areas
of the wet pond should be maintained during
all but the driest periods. A relatively stable
permanent water surface elevation will reduce
the stress on vegetation in an area adjacent to
the pond. A wet pond should have a drainage
area of at least 10 acres (5 acres for pocket
wet ponds) or some means of sustaining
constant inflow. Even with a large drainage
area, a constant source of inflow can improve
the biological health and effectiveness of a
wet pond while discouraging mosquito
growth.

Storage volume, depth, and duration

Wet ponds should be designed to treat the
runoff volume produced by the water quality
design storm unless additional upstream
BMPs are provided.

Detention time is defined as the time from
when the maximum storage volume is
reached until only 10 percent of that volume
remains in the basin. In order to achieve an
80 percent total suspended solids removal
rate, a 36-hour detention time is required,
with no more than 40% of the maximum
stored volume released within the first 12
hours.

Additional design considerations for extended
detention (Figure 2)

The low flow orifice should be sized and positioned
to detain the calculated water quality runoff volume
for at least 24 hours, but no more than 36 hours.
The low flow orifice may be allowed as small as 4
inches in diameter if adequate protection from
clogging is provided.

Basin sizing and configuration

Wet ponds should be shaped to maximize the
hydraulic length of the stormwater flow
pathway. A minimum length-to width ratio of
3:1 is recommended to  maximize
sedimentation. If the length-to-width ratio is
lower, the flow pathway should be
maximized. A wedge-shaped pond with the
major inflows on the narrow end can prevent
short-circuiting and stagnation.

Irregularly shaped basins are acceptable and
may even be encouraged to improve site
aesthetics.

Distances of flow paths from inflow points to
outlets should be maximized.

If site conditions inhibit construction of a
long, narrow basin, baffles consisting of
earthen berms or other materials can be
incorporated into the pond design to lengthen
the stormwater flow path.

Basins must have one or more sediment
forebays or equivalent upstream pretreatment
to trap coarse sediment, prevent short
circuiting and facilitate maintenance (i.e.,
sediment removal). The forebay should
consist of a separate cell, formed by a

Stormwater Technical Standards — Detention: Wet Pond Fact Sheet - Page 3 of 16



structural barrier. The forebay will require
periodic sediment removal.

e Permanent access must be provided to the
forebay, outlet, and embankment areas. It
should be at least nine feet wide, having a
maximum slope of 15 percent, and be
stabilized for vehicles.

« An emergency outlet or spillway capable of
conveying the spillway design flood (SDF)
must be included in the design. The SDF is
usually equal to the 1.25 times the 100-year

quality volume and to mitigate the peak rates
for larger events.

» All areas that are deeper than four feet should
have two safety benches, totaling 15 feet in
width. One should start at the normal water
surface and extend up to the pond side slopes
at a maximum slope of 10 percent. The other
should extend from the water surface into the
pond to a maximum depth of 18 inches, also
at slopes no greater than 10 percent.

e Slopes in and around wet ponds should be 4:1

design flood. to 5:1 (horizontal: vertical) or flatter
» The area required for a wet pond is generally whenever  possible  (10:1  max. for
one to three percent of its drainage area. Wet safety/aquatic benches).
ponds should be sized to treat the water
Top of Berm —
7
CPTIONAL
— — SEDIMENT
p— FORERAY Low Flow Channel
(Optional) M=
Inflow iy L
Energy ™
Dissipator - Trash Rack
; ~
g;p;gle;p ™ ~. _ Water Quality Storage
~ / -
o SR Spillway
SEDIMENT
Concrete Box Outlet
Trash Rac Structure Alternative
----- Embankment
——————— Outlet
Energy
Dissipator

Figure 2 Extended detention basin
Source: New Jersey BMP Manual

Low Flow Channel Invert

(Optional)

Stormwater Technical Standards — Detention: Wet Pond Fact Sheet - Page 4 of 16



Embankments

Vegetated embankments less than or equal to
three feet in height are recommended.
Embankments should have side slopes no
steeper than 3:1 (horizontal to vertical).

The basin should have a minimum freeboard
of one foot above the SDF elevation to the
top of the berm.

Woody vegetation is generally discouraged in
the embankment area because of the risk of
compromising  the integrity of the
embankment.

Embankments should incorporate measures,
such as buried chain link fencing, to prevent
or discourage damage from tunneling wildlife
(e.g., muskrat).

Wet pond location

Wet ponds should be located down gradient
of disturbed or developed areas on the site.
The wet pond should collect as much site
runoff as possible, especially from the site’s
impervious  surfaces  (roads, parking,
buildings, etc.), and where other BMPs are
not proposed.

Wet ponds should not be constructed on steep
slopes, nor should slopes be significantly
altered or modified to reduce the steepness of
the existing slope, for the purpose of
installing a wet pond.

Wet ponds should not worsen the runoff
potential of the existing site by removing
trees for the purpose of installing a wet pond
Wet ponds should not be constructed within
10 feet of the property line or within 50 feet
of a private well or septic system.

Wet ponds should not be constructed in areas
with high quality and/or well draining soils,
which are adequate for installing BMPs
capable of achieving stormwater infiltration
and, hence, volume reduction.

Additional design considerations for extended
detention (Figure 2)

Wet detention ponds should not be
constructed within jurisdictional waters,
including wetlands, or their regulated buffers.

Outlet design

The low-flow orifice should typically be no
smaller than 4 inches in diameter. However,
the orifice diameter may be reduced to two
inches if adequate protection from clogging is
provided.

The hydraulic design of all outlet structures
must consider any significant tailwater effects
of downstream waterways.

The primary and low flow outlets should be
protected from clogging by an external trash

SUBMERGED

WEIR WALL
QUTLET
STRUCTURE

OUTFALL
—

ACCE3SROAD  SAFETY BENCH

Figure 3 Pocket wet pond
Source: Maryland Stormwater Manual, 2000

rack or other mechanism.

Online facilities should have an emergency

spillway that can safely pass the 1.25 times

the 100-year storm with one foot of
freeboard. All outflows should be conveyed
downstream in a safe and stable manner.

When designed to meet discharge criteria for

a range of storms, basins should incorporate a

multistage outlet structure. Three elements

are typically included in this design:

0 An outlet that controls the extended
detention and functions to slowly release
the water quality or channel protection
design storm.

o A primary outlet that functions to
attenuate the peak of larger design
storms.

0 An emergency overflow outlet/spillway.
The emergency spillway should be at the
top of the berm.

The primary outlet structure should

incorporate weirs, orifices, pipes, or a

combination of these to control runoff peak

rates for multiple design storms. Water
quality storage should be provided above the
permanent pool elevation. When routing
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basins, the water quality outlet should be
included in the depth-discharge relationship.
Energy dissipaters should be placed at the end
of the primary outlet to prevent erosion. If the
basin discharges to a channel with dry
weather flow, care should be taken to
minimize tree clearing along the downstream
channel, and to reestablish a forested riparian
zone between the outlet and natural channel.
Where feasible, a multiple orifice outlet
system is preferred to a single pipe.

Inlet structures

Erosion protection measures should be used
to stabilize inflow structures and channels.

Sediment forebay

Forebays must be in compliance with local
Stormwater Management Ordinance and
standard detailed drawing requirements.
Forebays must be incorporated into the basin
design. Forebays should be provided at all
major inflow points to capture coarse
sediment, prevent excessive sediment
accumulation in the main basin, and minimize
erosion by inflow.
Forebays should be vegetated to improve
filtering of runoff, to reduce runoff velocity,
and to stabilize soils against erosion.
Forebays should adhere to the following
criteria:

A minimum length of 10 feet.

Storage should be provided to trap sediment

over from storms with return periods

between 1 and 10 years.

Forebays should be physically separated

from the rest of the pond by a berm, gabion

wall, etc.

Flows exiting the forebay must be non-

erosive to the newly constructed basin.

Forebays should be installed with

permanent vertical markers that indicate

sediment depth.

Storage volume of 10 to 15 percent of the

total permanent pool volume and is four to

six feet deep.

All major inflow points to dry detention

basins should include sediment forebays

sized for 10 percent of the water quality

volume.

Vegetation and soils protection

e Underlying soils must be identified and
tested. Generally, hydrologic soil groups “C”
and “D” are suitable without modification,
though “A” and “B” soils may require
modification to reduce their natural
permeability. Soil permeability must be tested
in the proposed wet pond location to ensure
that excessive infiltration will not cause the
wet pond to dry out.

e Organic soils should be used for shallow
areas within wet ponds. Organic soils can
serve as a sink for pollutants and generally
have high water holding capacities. They will
also facilitate plant growth and propagation
and may hinder invasion of undesirable
species. Care must be taken to ensure that
soils used are free of invasive or nuisance
plant seeds.

 To enhance habitat value, visual aesthetics,
water temperature, and pond health, a 25-foot
buffer should be provided, measured outward
from the maximum water surface elevation.
The buffer should be planted with trees,
shrubs, and native ground covers. Except in
maintenance access areas, turf grass should
not be used. Existing trees within the buffer
should be preserved. If soils in the buffer will
become compacted during construction, soil
restoration should take place to aid buffer
vegetation.

General Specifications

The following specifications are provided for infor-
mation purposes only. These specifications include
information on acceptable materials for typical
applications, but are by no means exclusive or
limiting. The designer is responsible for developing
detailed specifications for individual design projects
in accordance with the project conditions.

Excavation

* The area to be used for the wet pond should
be excavated to the required depth below the
desired bottom elevation to accommodate any
required impermeable liner, organic matter,
and/or planting soil.
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The compaction of the subgrade and/or the
installation of any impermeable liners will
follow immediately.

Subsoil preparation

Subsoil should be free from hard clods, stiff
clay, hardpan, ashes, slag, construction
debris, petroleum hydrocarbons, or other
undesirable material. Subsoil must not be
delivered in a frozen or muddy state.

Scarify the subsoil to a depth of 8 to 10
inches with a disk, rototiller, or similar
equipment.

Roll the subsoil under optimum moisture
conditions to a dense seal layer with four to
six passes of a sheepsfoot roller or equivalent.
The compacted seal layer should be at least
eight inches thick.

Impermeable liner

If necessary, install impermeable liner in
accordance with manufacturer’s guidelines.
Place a minimum 12 inches of subsoil on top
of impermeable liner in addition to planting
soil.

May be required when in proximity to a
public water supply. See Infiltration
Considerations (Introduction to Structural
BMPs).

Earth fill material & placement

The fill material should be taken from
approved designated excavation areas. It
should be free of roots, stumps, wood,
rubbish, stones greater than six inches, or
other objectionable materials. Materials on
the outer surface of the embankment must
have the capability to support vegetation.
Areas where fill is to be placed should be
scarified prior to placement. Fill materials for
the embankment should be placed in
maximum eight-inch lifts. The principal
spillway must be installed concurrently with
fill placement and not excavated into the
embankment.

Control movement of the hauling and
spreading equipment over the site.

Embankment core

The core should be parallel to the centerline
of the embankment as shown on the plans.
The top width of the core should be at least
four feet. The height should extend up to at
least the 10-year water elevation or as shown
on the plans. The side slopes should be 1:1 or
flatter. The core should be compacted with
construction equipment, rollers, or hand
tampers to assure maximum density and
minimum permeability. The core should be
placed concurrently with the outer shell of the
embankment.

Construction of the berm should follow
specifications by the project’s geotechnical
engineer.

Structure backfill

Backfill adjacent to pipes and structures
should be of the type and quality conforming
to that specified for the adjoining fill
material. The fill should be placed in
horizontal layers not to exceed eight inches in
thickness and compacted by hand tampers or
other  manually directed  compaction
equipment. The material should completely
fill all spaces under and adjacent to the pipe.
At no time during the backfilling operation
should driving equipment be allowed to
operate closer than four feet to any part of the
structure. Equipment should not be driven
over any part of a concrete structure or pipe,
unless there is a compacted fill of 24 inches
or greater over the structure or pipe.

Backfill content and placement should follow
specifications by the project’s geotechnical
engineer.

Pipe conduits

Corrugated metal pipe — All of the following

criteria should apply for corrugated metal pipe:

Materials — Polymer coated steel pipe,
aluminum coated steel pipe, aluminum pipe.
This pipe and its appurtenances should
conform to the requirements of AASHTO
specifications with watertight coupling bands
or flanges.
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Coupling bands, anti-seep collars, end
sections, etc., must be composed of the same
material and coatings as the pipe. Metals
must be insulated from dissimilar materials
with use of rubber or plastic insulating
materials at least 24 mils in thickness.
Connections — All connections with pipes
must be completely watertight. The drain pipe
or barrel connection to the riser should be
welded all around when the pipe and riser are
metal. Anti-seep collars should be connected
to the pipe in such a manner as to be
completely watertight. Dimple bands are not
considered to be watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such material
should be removed and replaced with suitable
earth compacted to provide adequate support.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Reinforced concrete pipe - All of the following

criteria should apply for reinforced concrete pipe:

Materials — Reinforced concrete pipe should
have bell and spigot joints with rubber
gaskets and should equal or exceed ASTM
standards.

Laying pipe — Bell and spigot pipe should be
placed with the bell end upstream. Joints
should be made in accordance with
recommendations of the manufacturer of the
material. After the joints are sealed for the
entire line, the bedding should be placed so
that all spaces under the pipe are filled. Take
care to prevent any deviation from the
original line and grade of the pipe.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Plastic pipe

Materials — PVC pipe should be PVC-1120 or
PVC-1220 conforming to ASTM standards.
Corrugated High Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) pipe, couplings, and fittings should
meet AASHTO specifications.

Joints and connections to anti-seep collars
should be completely watertight.

Bedding — The pipe should be firmly and
uniformly bedded throughout its entire
length. Where rock or soft, spongy or other
unstable soil is encountered, all such material
should be removed and replaced with suitable
earth compacted to provide adequate support.
Backfilling should conform to “structure
backfill.”

Other details (anti-seep collars, valves, etc.)
should be as shown on drawings.

Drainage diaphragms — When a drainage diaphragm

is used, a registered professional engineer must
supervise the design and construction inspection.

Planting soil (topsoil)

See local specifications for general planting
soil requirements.

Use a minimum of 12 inches of topsoil in the
emergent vegetation zone (less than 18~
deep) of the pond. If natural topsoil from the
site is to be used it must have at least eight
percent organic carbon content (by weight) in
the A-horizon for sandy soils and 12 percent
for other soil types.

If planting soil is imported, it should be made
up of equivalent proportions of organic and
mineral materials. All soils used should be
free of invasive or nuisance seeds.

Lime should not be added to planting soil
unless absolutely necessary as it may
encourage the propagation of invasive
species.

The final elevations and hydrology of the
vegetative zones should be evaluated prior to
planting to determine if grading or planting
changes are required.

Vegetation

See Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix for plant lists for wet ponds.
Substitutions of specified plants should be
subject to prior approval of the designer.
Planting locations should be based on the
planting plan and directed in the field by a
qualified wetland ecologist. Plant material
should be selected based on tolerance to
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standing water as identified in Recommended
Plant List for BMPs Appendix.

e All wet pond plant stock should exhibit live
buds or shoots. All plant stock should be
turgid, firm, and resilient. Internodes of
rhizomes may be flexible and not necessarily
rigid. Soft or mushy stock should be rejected.
The stock should be free of deleterious insect
infestation, disease, and defects such as knots,
sun-scald, injuries, abrasions, or
disfigurement that could adversely affect the
survival or performance of the plants.

» All stock should be free from invasive or
nuisance plants or seeds.

e During all phases of the work, including
transport and onsite handling, the plant
materials should be carefully handled and
packed to prevent injuries and desiccation.
During transit and onsite handling, the plant
material should be kept from freezing and be
covered, moist, cool, out of the weather, and
out of the wind and sun. Plants should be
watered to maintain moist soil and/or plant
conditions until accepted.

¢ Plants not meeting these specifications or
damaged during handling, loading, and
unloading will be rejected.

Outlet control structure

e Outlet control structures should be
constructed of non-corrodible material.

e OQutlets should be resistant to clogging by
debris, sediment, floatables, plant material, or
ice.

e Materials should comply with applicable
specifications (INDOT or AASHTO, latest
edition).

Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume reduction
Although not typically considered a volume-
reducing BMP, wet ponds can achieve some
volume reduction through infiltration and evapo-
transpiration, especially during small storms and
high temperature periods.

According to the International Stormwater BMP
Database, wet ponds have an average annual
volume reduction of seven percent (Strecker et al.,
2004). Hydrologic calculations should be performed
to verify that the wet pond will have a viable
amount of inflow and to predict the water surface
elevation under varying conditions. The volume
stored between the predicted water level and the
lowest outlet elevation will be removed from the
storm that occurs under those conditions.

Peak rate mitigation
Inflow and discharge hydrographs must be
calculated for each design storm.

Peak rate is primarily controlled in detention
facilities through the transient storage above any
permanent water surface. The degree to which peak
rate is controlled is a function of the transient
storage volume provided (i.e., depth and area) and
the configuration of the outlet control structure.

Water quality improvement

Wet ponds rely on physical, biological, and
chemical processes to remove pollutants from
influent stormwater runoff. The primary treatment
mechanism is settling by gravity of particulates and
their associated pollutants while stormwater is
retained in the pond. Another mechanism for the
removal of pollutants, especially nutrients, is uptake
by algae and aquatic vegetation. Typical pollutant
removal efficiencies are provided in the Post-
Construction  Stormwater Quality Management
Chapter of the Technical Standards.

The longer the runoff remains in a wet pond, the
more settling (and associated pollutant removal)
and other treatment can occur. After the
particulates reach the bottom, the permanent pool
protects them from resuspension when additional
runoff enters.

The long detention or retention time associated with
wet ponds can be problematic in coldwater fisheries
due to the potential increase in water temperature.
In these situations, detention times should be
limited to a maximum of 12 hours, or other
treatment alternatives (e.g., infiltration) should be
explored.
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Construction Guidelines

The following guidelines pertain to wet ponds:

Install all  temporary  erosion and
sedimentation controls.
Separate pond area from
drainage area.

All channels/pipes conveying flows to the

pond must be routed away from the pond area

until it is completed and stabilized.

The area immediately adjacent to the pond

must be stabilized in accordance with the

erosion and sediment control methods
discussed in the Erosion and Sediment

Control Requirements Chapter of the

Technical Standards and the latest

requirements of IDEM’s Soil Erosion and

Sedimentation Control Program prior to

construction of the pond (Rule 5).

Prepare site  for  excavation

embankment construction.

All existing vegetation should remain if

feasible and only be removed if necessary for

construction.

Care should be taken to prevent compaction

of the basin bottom.

If excavation is required, clear the area of all

vegetation. Remove all tree roots, rocks, and

boulders only in excavation area.

Excavate bottom of basin to desired elevation

(if necessary).

Install surrounding embankments and inlet

and outlet control structures.

Grade and prepare subsoil in bottom of basin.

Compact bottom of basin in wet ponds.

0 Apply and grade planting soil. Matching
design grades is crucial in wet ponds
because aquatic plants can be very
sensitive to depth.

0 Apply geo-textiles and other erosion-
control measures.

Seed, plant, and mulch according to

landscaping plan.

Install any safety or anti-grazing measures, if

necessary.

Follow required maintenance and monitoring

guidelines.

contributing

and/or

Maintenance

Wet ponds must have a maintenance plan and
privately owned facilities should have an easement,
deed restriction, or other legal measure to prevent
neglect or removal.

A basin maintenance plan should be developed
which includes the following measures:

All basin structures should be inspected for
clogging and excessive debris and sediment
accumulation at least four times per year, as
well as after every storm greater than one
inch. Structures that should be inspected
include basin bottoms, trash racks, outlets
structures, riprap or gabion structures, and
inlets.

Sediment should be removed from the
forebay before it occupies 50 percent of the
forebay, typically every 3 to 10 vyears.
Sediment removal should be conducted when
the basin is completely dry.

Wet ponds should be drained prior to
sediment removal. Sediment should be
disposed of properly and once sediment is
removed, disturbed areas need to be
immediately stabilized and re-vegetated.
Proper disposal of removed material depends
on the nature of the drainage area and the
intent and function of the detention basin.
Material removed from detention basins that
treat hot spots, such as fueling stations or
areas with high pollutant concentrations,
should be disposed according to IDEM
regulations for solid waste. Detention basins
that primarily catch sediment from areas such
as lawns may redistribute the waste on site.

The pond drain should be inspected and
tested four times per year.

The embankment should be inspected for
evidence of tunneling or burrowing wildlife
at least twice during the growing season. If
damage is found, the damage should be
repaired and the animals removed.
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e Mowing and/or trimming of vegetation
should be performed as necessary to sustain
the system, but all detritus must be removed
from the basin. Embankment should be
mowed 1-2 times per year to prevent the
establishment of woody vegetation.

* Inspections should assess the vegetation,
erosion, flow channelization, bank stability,
inlet/outlet conditions, embankment, and
sediment/debris accumulation.

» Vegetated areas should be inspected annually
for unwanted growth of invasive species.

»  Vegetative cover should be maintained at a
minimum of 85 percent.

Winter Considerations

One of the biggest problems associated with proper
wet pond operation during cold weather is the
freezing and clogging of inlet and outlet pipes. To
avoid these problems, the Center for Watershed
Protection (Caraco and Claytor, 1997) made some
general design suggestions, which are adapted as
follows:

* Inlet pipes should typically not be submerged,
since this can result in freezing and upstream
damage or flooding.

* Burying all pipes below the frost line can
prevent frost heave and pipe freezing. Wind
protection can also be an important
consideration for pipes above the frost line. In
these cases, designs modifications that have
pipes “turn the corner” are helpful.

e Incorporate lower winter operating levels as
part of the design to introduce available
storage for melt events.

e Increase the slope of inlet pipes to a
minimum of one percent to prevent standing
water in the pipe, reducing the potential for
ice formation. This design may be difficult to
achieve at sites with flat local slopes.

e If perforated riser pipes are used, the
minimum opening diameter should be %-

inch. In addition, the pipe should have a
minimum eight-inch diameter.

* When a standard weir is used, the minimum
slot width should be three inches, especially
when the slot is tall.

» Baffle weirs can prevent ice reformation
during the spring melt near the outlet by
preventing surface ice from blocking the
outlet structure.

* In cold climates, riser hoods should be
oversized and reverse slope pipes should
draw from at least six inches below the
typical ice layer.

e Alternative outlet designs that have been
successful include using a pipe encased in a
gravel jacket set at the elevation of the
aquatic bench as the control for water-quality
events. This practice both avoids stream
warming and serves as a non-freezing outlet.

e Trash racks should be installed at a shallow
angle to prevent ice formation. Constructed
wetland performance can be decreased in
spring months when large volumes of runoff
occur in a relatively short time carrying the
accumulated pollutant load from the winter
months. Since constructed wetlands are
relatively shallow, freezing of the shallow
pool can occur.

The construction cost of wet ponds varies greatly
depending on the configuration, location, site
specific conditions, etc. Typical construction costs
in 2007 dollars range from approximately $30,000
to $60,000 per acre-foot of storage (based on
USEPA, 1999). Alternately, the construction cost of
a wet pond can be estimated as $6,000 per acre of
contributing drainage area. Costs are generally most
dependent on the amount of earthwork and the
planting.

In addition to the water resource protection benefits
of wet ponds, there is some evidence to suggest that
they may provide an economic benefit by
increasing property values. The results of one study
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suggest that “pond front” property can increase the
selling price of new properties by about 10 percent
(USEPA, 1995). Another study reported that the
perceived value (i.e., the value estimated by
residents of a community) of homes was increased
by about 15 to 25 percent when located near a wet
pond (Emmerling-Dinovo, 1995).

Annual maintenance costs for wet ponds have been
reported to be approximately three to five percent of
the capital costs, though there is little data available
to support this. Alternatively, a community can
estimate the cost of the maintenance activities
outlined in the maintenance section. Ponds are long-
lived facilities (typically longer than 20 years).
Thus, the initial investment into pond systems may
be spread over a relatively long time period.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Wet Detention Ponds

ITEM P,\?ge YES [ NO | N/A NOTES
Used in conjunction with other BMPs for water quality 1
and groundwater recharge?
Adequate drainage area/water supply/groundwater table
to maintain permanent water surface?
Min. drainage area: 10 acres, 5 acres for pocket 2-4
wet pond
Max. drainage area: 50 acres
Stable inflow points provided? 6
Forebay and/or pretreatment provided for sediment
removal?
Min. width of permanent access: 9 ft 4,6,7
Max. slope: 15%
Min. length of forebay: 10 ft
Adequate length to width ratio? 4
»  Min. length-to-width ratio: 3:1
Total depth limited? 8
Max. depth: 10 ft
Acceptable side slopes? 45
Max. slope: 10% '
Safety benches provided? 4
Properly designed outlet structure? 6
Trash rack provided to prevent clogging? 6
Stable emergency overflow and outflow points? 6
Drawdown time less than 36 hours for 90% of stored 4
volume?
Soil compaction minimized? --
Adequate underlying soils? 7,8
Appropriate native plants selected? 7,8
25-foot buffer provided? 7
Erosion and sedimentation control considered? 11
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 12
Min. vegetative cover to be maintained: 85%

» Denotes Minimum Design Consideration
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BMP Fact Sheet
INFILTRATION PRACTICES

Infiltration practices are natural or constructed land areas located in permeable soils that capture, store, and
infiltrate the volume of stormwater runoff into surrounding soil.

T ]

Figure 1 Infiltration Bed, Seattle, WA (USEPA, picasaweb)

Variations

o Dry Wells, also referred to as seepage pits, French drains or Dutch drains, are a subsurface storage facility
(structural chambers or excavated pits, backfilled with a coarse stone aggregate) that temporarily store and
infiltrate stormwater runoff from rooftop structures. Due to their size, dry wells are typically designed to
handle stormwater runoff from smaller drainage areas, less than one acre in size.

o Infiltration basins are shallow surface impoundments that temporarily store, capture, and infiltrate runoff
over a period of several days on a level and uncompacted surface. Infiltration basins are typically used for
drainage areas of 5 to 50 acres with land slopes that are less than 20 percent.

o Infiltration berms use a site’s topography to manage stormwater and prevent erosion. Berms may function
independently in grassy areas or may be incorporated into the design of other stormwater control facilities
such as Bioretention and Constructed Wetlands. Berms may also serve various stormwater drainage
functions including: creating a barrier to flow, retaining flow for volume control, and directing flows.

o Infiltration trenches are linear subsurface infiltration structures typically composed of a stone trench
wrapped with geotextile which is designed for both stormwater infiltration and conveyance in drainage
areas less than five acres in size.

e Subsurface infiltration beds generally consist of a rock storage (or alternative) bed below other surfaces
such as parking lots, lawns, and playfields for temporary storage and infiltration of stormwater runoff with a
maximum drainage are of 10 acres.

e Bioretention can be an infiltration practice and is discussed in the Bioretention BMP.

o Level spreaders can be an infiltration practice and are discussed in the Level Spreader BMP.
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Key Design Features

Depth to water table or bedrock

Pretreatment is often needed to prevent clogging

Often requires level infiltration surface

Proximity to buildings, drinking water supplies, karst
features, and other sensitive areas

Soil types

e Provide positive overflow in most uses

Site Factors

e Maximum Site Slope: 20 percent

e Minimum depth to bedrock: Two feet

e Minimum depth to seasonally high water table: Two
feet

e Potential Hotspots: Yes, with pretreatment and/or
impervious liner

e NRCS Soil Type: A, B, C*, D*

* C & D soils have limited infiltration ability and
may require an underdrain

Infiltration BMP Max. Drainage Area
Berming 5 acres

Dry Well 1 acre

Infiltration Basin 10 acres

Infiltration Trench 2 acres

Subsurface Infiltration Bed | 5 acres

Benefits
e Reduces volume of stormwater runoff
e Reduces peak rate runoff
e Increases groundwater recharge
e Provides thermal benefits

Limitations
e Pretreatment requirements to prevent clogging
e Not recommended for areas with steep slopes
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Applications

Residential | Commercial Srltt);e:] Industrial | Retrofit Higg\év;y/ Recreational
Dry well Yes Yes Yes Limited Yes No No
Infiltration basin Yes Yes Limited Yes Limited Limited No
Infiltration berm Yes Yes Limited Yes Yes Yes No
Infiltration trench Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No
%uflijl?[?z:tfiatl)crfbe d Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Limited No
Stormwater Quantity Functions

Volume Groundwater Recharge Peak Rate
Dry well Medium High Medium
Infiltration basin High High High
Infiltration berm Low/Medium Low/Medium Medium
Infiltration trench Medium High Low/Medium
Subsurface infiltration bed High High High

Stormwater Quality Functions
TSS TP NO3 Temperature

Dry well High High/Medium Medium/Low High
Infiltration basin High Medium/High Medium High
Infiltration berm Medium/High Medium TN-Medium Medium
Infiltration trench High High/Medium Medium/Low High
Subsurface infiltration bed High Medium/High Low High
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Description and Function

Infiltration practices are designed to store,
capture, and infiltrate stormwater runoff into the
surrounding soils. During periods of rainfall,
infiltrations BMPs reduce the volume of runoff
and help to mitigate potential flooding events,
downstream erosion, and channel morphology
changes. This recharged water serves to provide
base-flow to streams and maintain stream water
quality.

Infiltration BMPs provide excellent pollutant
removal  effectiveness because of the
combination of a variety of natural functions
occurring within the soil mantle, complemented
by existing vegetation (where this vegetation is
preserved). Soil functions include physical
filtering, chemical interactions (e.g., ion
exchange, adsorption), as well as a variety of
forms of biological processing, conversion, and
uptake. The inclusion of appropriate vegetation
for some infiltration basins reinforces the work of
the soil by reducing velocity and erosive forces,
soil anchoring, and further uptake of nonpoint
source pollutants. In many cases, even the more
difficult-to-remove soluble nitrates can be
reduced as well. It should be noted that
infiltration BMPs tend to be excellent for removal
of many pollutants, especially those that are in
particulate form. However, there are limitations
to the removal of highly soluble pollutants, such
as nitrate, which can be transmitted through the
soil.

In addition to the removal of chemical pollutants,
infiltration can address thermal pollution.
Maintaining natural temperatures in stream
systems is recognized as an issue of increasing
importance for protection of overall stream
ecology. While detention facilities tend to
discharge heated runoff flows, the return of
runoff to the groundwater through use of
infiltration BMPs guarantees that these waters
will be returned at natural groundwater
temperatures, considerably cooler than ambient
air in summer and warmer in winter. As a result,
seasonal extreme fluctuations in stream water
temperature are minimized. Fish, macro-
invertebrates, and a variety of other biota will
benefit as the result.

Infiltration Limitations
The use of sediment pretreatment with infiltration
BMPs is required for many infiltration BMPs to
prevent clogging of the infiltration surface area.
Sediment pretreatment can take the form of a
water quality filtering device, a settling basin,
filter strips, sediment trap, or a combination of
these practices upstream of the infiltration
practice. Pretreatment practices should be
inspected and maintained at least once per year.
Before entering an infiltration practice,
stormwater should first enter a pretreatment
practice sized to treat a minimum volume of 25%
of the water quality volume (Vwq)

Sites that include hot spots, such as gasoline
stations, vehicle maintenance areas, and high
intensity commercial uses, may need additional
pretreatment practices to prevent impairment of
groundwater supplies. Infiltration may occur in
areas of hot spots provided pretreatment is
suitable to address concerns.

Pretreatment devices that operate effectively in
conjunction with infiltration include grass swales,
vegetated filter strips, bioretention, settling
chambers, oil/grit separators, constructed
wetlands, sediment sumps, and water quality
inserts. Selection of pretreatment practices
should be guided by the pollutants of greatest
concern, and the extent of the land development
under consideration.

Selection of pretreatment techniques will vary
depending upon whether the pollutants are of a
articulate (sediment, phosphorus, metals, etc.)

p
Qrsus a soluble (nitrogen and others) nature./

Applications

Infiltration systems can be used in a variety of
applications, from small areas in residential
properties to extensive systems under
commercial parking lots or large basins in open
space. Industrial, retrofit, highway/ road, and
recreational areas can also readily incorporate
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infiltration to varying degrees. The use of
infiltration basins and berming in ultra-urban and
redevelopment settings is limited primarily due to
space constraints.

Dry wells have limited applicability in industrial
settings as they are designed for runoff from
relatively small roof areas (therefore they are also
not applicable to transportation corridors).
Infiltration basins, subsurface infiltration beds,
and berming are also limited for transportation
projects due to space constraints and grading
requirements (however berming can be used to
some degree — especially along the edge of the
right of way — to capture runoff).

Variations

Subsurface infiltration

A subsurface infiltration bed generally consists of
a rock storage (or alternative) bed below other
surfaces such as parking lots, lawns and
playfields for temporary storage and infiltration
of stormwater runoff. Subsurface storage is
enhanced with perforated or open bottom piping.
Subsurface infiltration beds can be stepped or
terraced down sloping terrain, provided that the
base of the bed remains level. Stormwater runoff
from nearby impervious areas is conveyed to the
subsurface storage media, receives necessary
pretreatment and is then distributed via a network
of perforated piping.

The storage media for subsurface infiltration beds
typically consists of clean-washed, uniformly
graded aggregate. However, other storage media
alternatives are available. These alternatives are
generally variations on plastic cells that can more
than double the storage capacity of aggregate
beds. Storage media alternatives are ideally
suited for sites where potential infiltration area is
limited.

If designed, constructed, and maintained using
the following guidelines, subsurface infiltration
features can stand alone as significant stormwater
runoff volume, rate, and quality control practices.
These systems can also provide some aquifer
recharge, while preserving or creating valuable
open space and recreation areas. They have the

added benefit of functioning year-round, because
the infiltration surface is typically below the frost
line.

Various methods can be utilized to connect to
subsurface infiltration areas:

Connection of roof leaders

Runoff from nearby roofs can be directly
conveyed to subsurface beds via roof leader
connections to perforated piping. Roof runoff
generally has relatively low sediment levels,
making it ideally suited for connection to an
infiltration bed.

Connection of inlets

Catch basins, inlets, and area drains may be
connected to subsurface infiltration beds.
However, sediment, oil and grease, and
debris removal must be provided. Storm
structures should include sediment trap areas
below the inverts of discharge pipes to trap
solids and debris. Parking lots and roadways
must provide for the removal of oil and
grease and other similar constituents through
appropriate treatment. In areas of high traffic
or excessive generation of sediment, litter,
and other similar materials, a water quality
insert or other pretreatment device may be
required.

Infiltration trench

An infiltration trench is a linear stormwater BMP
consisting of a continuously perforated pipe
within a sub-surface stone-filled trench wrapped
with geotextile. Usually, an infiltration trench is
part of a conveyance system and is designed so
that large storm events are conveyed through the
pipe with some runoff volume reduction. During
small storm events, volume reduction may be
significant and there may be little or no discharge.

All infiltration trenches should be designed with
a positive overflow. Sediment pretreatment of
runoff from impervious areas should be
considered to prevent clogging within the trench,
particularly when conveying runoff from
roadways and parking areas.
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An infiltration trench differs from an infiltration
bed in that it may be constructed in more confined
areas. The designer must still consider the
impervious area to infiltration area loading rate.
It can be located beneath or within roadways or

INFILTRATION TREMCH
UNDER PLANTING AREA
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Figure 2 Infiltration trench with continuously
perforated pipe for distribution with positive overflow
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impervious areas (Figure 2) and can also be
located down a mild slope by “stepping” the
sections between control structures.

Infiltration basin

Infiltration basins (Figure 3) are shallow,
impounded areas designed to temporarily store
and infiltrate storm-water runoff. The size and

shape can vary from one large basin to multiple,
smaller basins throughout a site.

Infiltration basins use the existing soil and native
vegetation to reduce the volume of stormwater
runoff by infiltration and evapotranspiration.
Therefore, the use of sediment pretreatment is
imperative to prevent clogging of the infiltration
surface area within the basin. Sediment
pretreatment can take the form of a water quality
filtering device, vegetative filter strips, a settling
basin, or a sediment trap. The key to promoting
infiltration is to provide enough surface area for
the volume of runoff to be absorbed within 72
hours.

An engineered overflow structure must be
provided for the larger storms and can be
designed for peak rate attenuation. With the use
of a properly designed outlet structure,
infiltration basins can be designed to mitigate
volume and water quality for small frequent
storms, while managing peak rates for large
design storms.

Dry well

A dry well (Figure 4) is a subsurface storage
facility that temporarily stores and infiltrates
stormwater runoff from rooftops. Roof leaders
usually connect directly into the dry well, which
may be either an excavated pit filled with
uniformly graded aggregate wrapped in
geotextile or a prefabricated storage chamber or
pipe segment. For structures without gutters or

INFLOWY
STILLING BASIN EMBANEMENT
—
| o ‘ RISER
= = %rr , 7 100 YEAR LEVEL \ E—
= N SPILLWAY
Elggd—:ﬁf; b 7 10YEARLEVEL _ N A
}_:'r = %7 Cp.or 2 YEARLEVEL [l
N
INFILTRATION STORAGE —% - CLEANOUTS VALVE
U s Ll s L =] =] —E'EEE t=
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BACKUP UNDERDRAIM PIPE IN CASE OF
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Figure 3 Residential Rain Garden with surface connection to subsurface infiltration bed under garden
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downspouts, runoff can be designed to sheet flow
off a pitched roof surface and onto a stabilized
ground cover that is then directed toward a dry
well via stormwater pipes or swales.

Dry wells discharge the stored runoff via
infiltration into the surrounding soils. In the event
that the dry well is overwhelmed in an intense
storm event, an overflow mechanism (e.g.,
surcharge pipe, connection to larger infiltration
area, etc.) will ensure that additional runoff is
safely conveyed downstream.

Gefabricated Dry Wells \

There are a variety of prefabricated,
predominantly plastic subsurface storage
chambers on the market today that can replace
aggregate dry wells. Since these systems have
significantly greater storage capacity than
aggregate, space requirements are reduced and
associated costs may be defrayed. If the
following design guidelines are followed and
infiltration is still encouraged, prefabricated
chambers can prove just as effective as

\standard aggregate dry wells. J

Figure 4 Cross Section of dry well with “sumped” catch basin for sediment pretreatment

Infiltration berm

Infiltration berms are linear vegetation features
located along (i.e. parallel to) existing site
contours in a moderately sloping area. They are
built-up earthen embankments with sloping sides,
which function to retain, slow down, or divert
stormwater flows. Infiltration berms also have
shallow depressions created by generally small
earthen embankments that collect and
temporarily store stormwater runoff, allowing it
to infiltrate into the ground and recharge
groundwater.

Infiltration berms can be constructed in various
areas on the site, including:

Diversion berms

Diversion berms can be used to protect slopes
from erosion and to slow runoff rate. Like
swales, berms may divert concentrated
discharge from a developed area away from
the sloped area. Additionally, berms may be
installed in series down the slope to retain
flow and spread it out along multiple, level
berms to discourage concentrated flow.
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Diversion berms can also be used to direct
stormwater flow in order to promote longer
flow pathways, thus increasing the time of
concentration. For example, berms can be
installed such that vegetated stormwater flow
pathways are allowed to “meander” so that
stormwater travel time is increased.

Meadow/woodland infiltration berms

Woodland infiltration berms can be installed
within existing wooded areas for additional
stormwater management. Berms in wooded
areas can even improve the health of existing
vegetation, through enhanced groundwater
recharge. Care should be taken during
construction to ensure minimum disturbance
to existing vegetation, especially tree roots.

Berms are also utilized for a variety of reasons
independent of stormwater management, such as
to add aesthetic value to a flat landscape, create a
noise or wind barrier, separate land uses, screen
undesirable views or to enhance or emphasize
landscape designs. Berms are often used in
conjunction with recreational features, such as
pathways through woodlands. In summary, even
when used for stormwater management, berms
can be designed to serve multifunctional purposes
and are easily incorporated into the landscape.

Design Considerations

The following general design considerations are
for all BMPs utilizing infiltration. These include
site conditions and constraints, as well as general
design  considerations.  Specific  design
considerations for each BMP follow these same
considerations.

Site conditions and constraints for

all infiltration BMPs
e Depth to seasonal high water table. A
four-foot clearance above the seasonally
high water table is recommended. A two-
foot clearance can be used, but may reduce
the performance of the BMP. This reduces
the likelihood that temporary groundwater
mounding will affect the system, and

allows sufficient distance of water
movement through the soil to assure
adequate pollutant removal. In special
circumstances, filter media may be
employed to remove pollutants if adequate
soil layers do not exist.

e Depth to bedrock. A four-foot minimum
depth to bedrock is recommended to assure
adequate pollutant removal and infiltration.
A two-foot depth can be used, but may
reduce the performance of the BMP. In
special circumstances, filter media may be
employed to remove pollutants if adequate
soil mantle does not exist.

e Soil infiltration. Soils  underlying
infiltration devices should have infiltration
rates between 0.1 and 10 inches per hour,
which in most development programs
should result in reasonably sized
infiltration ~ systems. ~ Where  soil
permeability is extremely low, infiltration
may still be possible, but the surface area
required could be large, and other volume
reduction methods may be warranted.
Undisturbed Hydrologic Soil Groups A, B,
and C often fall within this range and cover
most of the state. Type D soils may require
the use of a double-walled underdrain.

Soils with rates in excess of six inches per
hour may require an additional soil buffer
(such as an organic layer over the bed
bottom) if the Cation Exchange Capacity
(CECQ) is less than 10 and pollutant loading is
expected to be significant. In carbonate soils,
excessively rapid drainage may increase the
risk of sinkhole formation, and some
compaction or additional measures may be
appropriate.

e Setbacks. Infiltration BMPs should be
sited so that any risk to groundwater quality
is minimized and they present no threat to
sub-surface structures such as foundations
and septic systems. (Table 1)

General design considerations for
all infiltration BMPs
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Minimum
SElEEEk Distance (feet)
Property Line 10
Building Foundation* 10
Private Well 50
Public Water Supply Well** 50
Septic System Drainfield*** 100

Table 1 Setback Distances

* Minimum with slopes directed away from building. 100 feet up

gradient from basement foundations.

** At least 200 feet from Type | or Ila wells, 75 feet from Type IIb

and 111 wells

*** 50 feet for septic systems with a design flow of less than 1,000

gallons per day

e Do not infiltrate in compacted fill.
Infiltration in native soil without prior fill
or disturbance is preferred but not always
possible. Areas that have experienced
historic disturbance or fill are suitable for
infiltration provided sufficient time has
elapsed and the soil testing indicates the
infiltration is feasible. In disturbed areas, it
may be necessary to infiltrate at a depth that
is beneath soils that have previously been
compacted by construction methods or
long periods of mowing, often 18 inches or
more. If site grading requires placement of
an infiltration BMP on fill, compaction
should be minimal to prevent excess
settlement. The infiltration capacity of the
compacted fill should be measured in the
field to ensure the design values used are
valid.

* Alevel infiltration area (one percent or
less slope) is preferred. Bed bottoms
should always be graded into the existing
soil mantle, with terracing as required to
construct flat structures. Sloped bottoms
tend to pool and concentrate water in small
areas, reducing the overall rate of
infiltration and longevity of the BMP. The
longitudinal slope may range only from the
preferred zero percent up to one percent,
and that lateral slopes are held at zero
percent. It is highly recommended that the
maximum side slopes for an infiltration
practice be 1:3 (V: H).

e The soil mantle should be preserved for
surface infiltration BMPs and excavation

should be minimized. Those soils that do
not need to be disturbed for the building
program should be left undisturbed.
Macropores can provide a significant
mechanism for water movement in surface
infiltration systems, and the extent of
macropores often decreases with depth.
Maximizing the soil mantle also increases
the pollutant removal capacity and reduces
concerns about groundwater mounding.
Therefore, excessive excavation for the
construction of infiltration systems is
strongly discouraged.

Isolate hot spot areas. Site plans that
include infiltration in hot spots need to be
reviewed carefully. Hot spots are most
often associated with some industrial uses
and high traffic — gasoline stations, vehicle
maintenance areas, and high intensity
commercial uses (fast food restaurants,
convenience stores, etc.). Infiltration may
occur in areas of hot spots provided
pretreatment is suitable to address
concerns.

Utilize pretreatment. Pretreatment should
be utilized for most infiltration BMPs,
especially for hot spots and areas that
produce  high  sediment loading.
Pretreatment  devices that  operate
effectively in conjunction with infiltration
include grass swales, vegetated filter strips,
settling chambers, oil/grit separators,
constructed wetlands, sediment sumps, and
water quality inserts. Selection of
pretreatment should be guided by the
pollutants of greatest concern, site by site,
depending upon the nature and extent of the
land development under consideration.
Selection of pretreatment techniques will
vary depending upon whether the
pollutants are of a particulate (sediment,
phosphorus, metals, etc.) versus soluble
(nitrogen and others) nature. Types of
pretreatment (i.e., filters) should be
matched with the nature of the pollutants
expected to be generated.

The loading ratio of impervious area to
bed bottom area must be considered.
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One of the more common reasons for
infiltration system failure is the design of a
system that attempts to infiltrate a
substantial volume of water in a very small
area. Infiltration systems work best when
the water is “spread out”. The loading ratio
describes the ratio of imperious drainage
area to infiltration area, or the ratio of total
drainage area to infiltration area. In
general, the following loading ratios are
recommended (some situations, such as
highly permeable soils, may allow for
higher loading ratios):

0 Maximum impervious loading ratio of
5:1 relating impervious drainage area
to infiltration area.

0 Maximum total loading ratio of 8:1
relating total drainage area to
infiltration area.

The hydraulic head or depth of water
should be limited. The total effective
depth of water within the infiltration BMP
should generally not be greater than two
feet to avoid excessive pressure and
potential sealing of the bed bottom.
Typically, the water depth is limited by the
loading ratio and drawdown time and is not
an issue.

Drawdown time must be considered. In
general, infiltration BMPs should be
designed so that they completely empty
within a 72-hour period in most situations
(a 48-hour period is preferred).

All infiltration BMPs should be designed
with a positive overflow that discharges
excess volume in a non-erosive manner,
and allows for controlled discharge during
extreme rainfall events or frozen bed
conditions. Infiltration BMPs should never
be closed systems dependent entirely upon
infiltration in all storm frequency
situations.

Geotextiles should be incorporated into
the design as necessary. Infiltration BMPs
that are subject to soil movement into the
stone medium or excessive sediment

deposition must be constructed with
suitably permeable non-woven geotextiles
to prevent the movement of fines and
sediment into the infiltration system. The
designer is encouraged to err on the side of
caution and use geotextiles as necessary
within the BMP structure.

Aggregates used in construction should
be washed. In general, bank run material
will contain fines that will wash off and
clog the infiltration surface.

Infiltration utilizing vegetation.
Adequate soil cover (generally 12 to 18
inches) must be maintained above the
infiltration bed to allow for a healthy
vegetative  cover.  Vegetation  over
infiltration beds can be native grasses,
meadow mix, or other low-growing, dense
species (see Recommended Plant List for
BMPs Appendix). These plants have
longer roots than traditional grass and will
likely benefit from the moisture in the
infiltration bed, improving the growth of
these plantings and, potentially increasing
evapotranspiration.

Using underdrains in poor draining
soils. Double-walled underdrains can be
used in infiltration BMPs where in situ
soils are expected to cause ponding lasting
longer than 48 hours. If used, underdrains
are typically small diameter (6 to 12
inches) perforated pipes in a clean gravel
trench wrapped in geotextile fabric (or in
the storage/infiltration bed). Underdrains
should have a flow capacity greater than
the total planting soil infiltration rate and
should have at least 18 inches of soil/gravel
cover. They can daylight to the surface or
connect to another stormwater system. A
method to inspect and clean underdrains
should be provided (via cleanouts, inlet,
overflow structure, etc.)

Infiltration practices are prohibited in
proximity to public water supply wells as
discussed in the Post-Construction
Stormwater Quality Chapter, Section F
Step 5 of the Technical Standards.
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EXISTING SURFACE
(1-8% SLOPE. TYP)

Figure 5 Typical Components of a Berm

* Freeboard. It is recommended that two
feet of freeboard be provided from the 100-
year flood elevation of the infiltration
practice to the lowest basement floor
elevation of residential, commercial,
industrial, and institutional buildings
located adjacent to the BMP, unless local
requirements recommend or stipulate
otherwise.

Additional design considerations

for infiltration berms
e Sizing criteria (Figure 5) are dependent on
berm function, location, and storage

volume requirements.

0 Low berm height (less than or equal to
24 inches) is recommended to encourage
maximum infiltration and to prevent
excessive ponding behind the berm.
Greater heights may be used where
berms are being used to divert flow or to
create “meandering” or lengthened flow
pathways. In these cases, stormwater is

PONDING AREA

——
UNCOMPACTED, MINIMaLLY DISTURBED SOILS

—

INFILTRATION ZONE

designed to flow adjacent to (parallel to),

i ) 824
r

e

rather than over the crest of the berm.
Generally, more berms of smaller size
are preferable to fewer berms of larger
size.

Berm length is dependent on functional
need and site size. Berms installed along
the contours should be level and located
across the slope. Maximum length will
depend on width of the slope.

Infiltration berms should be constructed
along (parallel to) contours at a constant
level elevation.

Soil. The top one foot of a berm needs to
consist of high quality topsoil, with well-
drained, stable fill material making up the
remainder of the berm. A berm may also
consist entirely of high quality topsoil, but
this is the more expensive option.

The use of gravel is not recommended in the
layers directly underneath the topsoil because
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of the tendency of the soil to wash through
the gravel. In some cases, the use of clay may
be required due to its cohesive qualities
(especially where the berm height is high or
relatively steeply sloped). However, well-
compacted soil is usually sufficient provided
that the angle of repose, the angle at which
the soil will rest and not be subject to slope
failure (discussed below), is adequate for the
soil medium used.

» The angle of repose of any soil will vary
with the texture, water content,
compaction, and vegetative cover. Typical
angles of repose are given below:

o0 Non-compacted clay: 5 to 20 percent

o Dry Sand: 33 percent

0 Loam: 35 to 40 percent

o0 Compacted clay: 50 to 80 percent

» Slope The angle of repose for the soil used
in the berm should determine the maximum
slope of the berm with additional
consideration being given to aesthetic,
drainage, and maintenance needs. If a berm
is to be mowed, the slope should not exceed
a 4:1 ratio (horizontal to vertical) in order
to avoid “scalping” by mower blades. If
trees are to be planted on berms, the slope
should not exceed a 5:1 to 7:1 ratio. Other
herbaceous plants which do not require
mowing can tolerate slopes of 3:1, though
this slope ratio may promote increased
runoff rate and erosive conditions. Berm
side slopes should never exceed a 2:1 ratio.

* Plant materials. It is important to consider
the function and form of the berm when
selecting plant materials. When using
native trees and shrubs, plant them in a
pattern that appears natural and accentuates
the form of the berm. Consider native
species from a rolling prairie or upland
forest habitat. If turf will be combined with
woody and herbaceous plants, the turf
should be placed to allow for easy
maneuverability while mowing. Low
maintenance native plantings, such as trees
and meadow plants, rather than turf and
formal landscaping, are encouraged and

can be found in Recommended Plant List
for BMPs Appendix. Additionally, plant
material should be selected based on
tolerance to standing water as identified in
Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix.

Infiltration trench option. Soil testing is
required for infiltration berms that will
utilize a subsurface infiltration trench.
Infiltration trenches are not recommended
in existing woodland areas, because
excavation and installation of subsurface
trenches could damage tree root systems.
See the infiltration trench section for
information on infiltration trench design.

Aesthetics. To the extent possible, berms
should reflect the surrounding landscape.
Berms should be graded so that the top of
the berm is smoothly convex and the toes
of the berms are smoothly concave.
Natural, asymmetrical berms are usually
more effective and attractive than
symmetrical berms, which tend to look
more artificial. The crest of the berm
should be located near one end of the berm
rather than in the middle.

Pretreatment. The small depression
created by an infiltration berm can act as a
sediment forebay prior to stormwater
entering a down slope BMP, such as a
bioretention basin, a subsurface infiltration
bed, or another such facility. Sediment
forebays must be in compliance with local
Stormwater Management Ordinance and
standard detailed drawing requirements.

Additional design considerations
for dry wells

Dry wells typically consist of 18 to 48
inches of clean washed, uniformly graded
aggregate with 40 percent void capacity
(AASHTO No. 3, or similar). Dry well
aggregate is wrapped in a nonwoven
geotextile, which provides separation
between the aggregate and the surrounding
soil. Typically, dry wells will be covered in
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Drain water away from home
with a dry well

A dry well system typically consists of buried drain tile running
from a calch basin to a collection container. This allows water to
disperse and be absorbed slowly into the surrounding sail
some distance away.

astic trash can
h 3/4 in. holes

This dry wedl system

consists of perforated
plastic drain ie tha!
carnes waler from a

| which has been
| punclured, then filled
with large stones. The
runcff waler percolates
into the soff as it makes
its way along the drain
and through the dry well,

Figure 6 Residential dry well
Source - AP/Stan Kohler

at least 12 inches of soil or six inches of
gravel or riverstone. An alternative form of
dry well is a subsurface, prefabricated
chamber, a number of which are currently
available on the market.

All dry wells must be able to convey
system overflows to downstream drainage
systems. System overflows can be
incorporated either as surcharge (or
overflow) pipes extending from roof
leaders or via connections from the dry
well itself.

The design depth of a dry well should take
into account frost depth to prevent frost
heave.

A removable filter with a screened bottom
should be installed in the roof leader below
the surcharge pipe in order to screen out
leaves and other debris.

Inspection and maintenance access to the
dry well should be provided. Observation

wells not only provide the necessary access
to the dry well, but they also provide a
conduit through which pumping of stored
runoff can be accomplished in case of
slowed infiltration.

Though roofs are generally not a significant
source of runoff pollution, they can still be
a source of particulates and organic matter,
as well as sediment and debris during
construction. Measures such as roof gutter
guards, roof leader clean-outs with sump,
or an intermediate sump box can provide
pretreatment for dry wells by minimizing
the amount of sediment and other
particulates that enter it.
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Figure 7 Infiltration Basin Sketch

Additional Design Considerations than 3:1, and a top width of at least two
for Infiltration Basins feet.

e The overflow from the infiltration basin
must be properly designed for anticipated
flows. Large infiltration basins may require
multiple outlet control devices to
effectively allow for overflow water during
the larger storms. Emergency overflow
systems can be constructed to direct large
storm overflows.

« Infiltration basins are typically used for
drainage areas of 5 to 50 acres with land
slopes that are less than 20 percent.

¢ Assix-inch layer of sand must be placed on
the bottom of an infiltration basin (Figure
7). This sand layer can intercept silt,
sediment, and debris that could otherwise
clog the top layer of the soil below the

basin.  The sediment pre-treatment structure

should be designed to provide for access

* An infiltration basin does not normally and maintenance.

have a structural outlet to discharge runoff
from the stormwater quality design storm.
Instead, outflow from an infiltration basin
is through the surrounding soil. An - . .
infiltration basin may also be combined Egst?)':nymgaig”sshg[ﬁ dussg Iglie:lheinbaf;lg
with an extended detention basin to provide " .
additional runoff storage for both excavation process to make sure that soil
stormwater  quality and  quantity compaction does not oceur.

management. A structural outlet or
emergency spillway is provided for storms
that exceed the design of the infiltration
basin.

¢ In some cases, basins may be constructed
where impermeable soils on the surface are
removed and where more permeable

e The inlets into the basin should have
erosion protection.

*  Use of a backup, double-walled underdrain

e The berms surrounding the basin should be or low-flow orifice may be considered in

compacted earth with a slope of not less
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TRENCH VARIES

the event that the water in the basin does
not drain within 72 hours.

Additional design considerations
for infiltration trenches

The infiltration trench (Figure 8) is
typically comprised of a section of
uniformly graded aggregate, such as
AASHTO No. 3, which ranges one to two
inches in gradation. Depending on local
aggregate availability, both larger and
smaller size aggregate may be used. The
critical requirements are that the aggregate
be uniformly-graded, clean-washed, and
contain at least 40 percent void space. The
depth of the trench is a function of
stormwater storage requirements, frost
depth considerations, and site grading.

6" SO (MIN. )}

DEFPTH OF

inlets capable of removing oil and grease
and similar pollutants. Untreated parking
lot and road runoff should never be directly
discharged underground.

Cleanouts, observation wells, or inlets must
be installed at both ends of the infiltration
trench and at appropriate intervals to allow
access to the perforated pipe.

When designed as part of a storm sewer
system, a continuously perforated pipe that
extends the length of the trench and has a
positive flow connection may be included
to allow high flows to be conveyed through
the infiltration trench. Depending on size,
these pipes may provide additional storage
volume.

Trees may be planted over the infiltration

/_'!' DEEP SWALE AT CENTERLINE

ON-WOVEN GEOTEXTILE
(SIDES. BOTTOM. AND OVERLAPPING ON TOF)

PERFORATED FIPE
(F APPLICABLE)

CLEAM, UNIFORMLY GRADED
COURSE AGGREGATE

DISTURBED, UNCOMPACTED
SUBGRADE

WIDTH VARIES GENERALLY
:.' ﬁ ._|

Figure 8 Infiltration trench cross section

Water quality inlets or catch basins with
sumps are required for all surface inlets to
prevent clogging of the infiltration trench
with sediment and debris. Parking lot and
street runoff must be treated by vegetated
filter strips, bioretention, or water quality

trench provided that adequate soil media is
provided above the trench (a minimum of
three feet).

While most infiltration trenches areas
consist of an aggregate storage bed,
alternative subsurface storage products
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Additional design considerations

may also be employed. These include a

variety of proprietary, interlocking plastic .
units that contain much greater storage

capacity than aggregate, though at an
increased cost.

for subsurface infiltration beds

The infiltration bed must be wrapped in
nonwoven geotextile filter fabric to prevent
migration of the subsoils into the stone
voids (bottom, top, and sides).

A water quality inlet or catch basin with
sump is required for all surface inlets to
avoid standing water for periods greater
than 72 hours.

Perforated pipes along the bottom of the
bed can be used to evenly distribute runoff
over the entire bed bottom. Continuously
perforated pipes should connect structures
(such as cleanouts and inlet boxes). Pipes
should lay flat along the bed bottom to

/ Inlet

Stone Bed o bt e Overflow

wath. Outlet
Geotextile Hehives
underneath :Il____
Perforated

Pipe

Sediment

Uncompacted Trap

Bed Bottom

Figure 9 Schematic of subsurface infiltration bed cross section

The subsurface infiltration bed (Figure 9)
is typically comprised of a 12 to 36-inch
section of aggregate, such as AASHTO
No.3, which ranges from one to two inches .
in gradation. Depending on local aggregate
availability, both larger and smaller size
aggregate has been used. The critical
requirements are that the aggregate be
uniformly-graded, clean-washed, and .
contain at least 40 percent void space. The
depth of the bed is a function of stormwater

storage  requirements, frost  depth
considerations, and  site  grading.
Infiltration beds are typically sized to .

mitigate the increased runoff volume from
a two-year design storm.

provide for uniform distribution of water.
Depending on size, these pipes may
provide additional storage volume.

Cleanouts or inlets should be installed at a
few locations within the bed at appropriate
intervals to allow access to the perforated
piping network and storage media.

Grading of adjacent contributing areas
should be mildly sloped between one
percent and three percent to facilitate
drainage.

In areas with poorly-draining
subsurface

soils,
infiltration areas may be
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designed to slowly discharge to adjacent
wetlands or bioretention areas.

e The subsurface bed and overflow may be
designed and evaluated in the same manner
as a detention basin to demonstrate the
mitigation of peak flow rates. In this
manner, detention basins may be
eliminated or significantly reduced in size.

* During construction, the excavated bed
may serve as a temporary sediment basin or
trap, which can reduce overall site
disturbance. The bed should be excavated
to at least one foot above the final bed
bottom elevation for use as a temporary
sediment trap or basin. Following
construction and  site  stabilization,
sediment should be removed and final
grades established.

morporating a Safety Factor into\

Infiltration BMP Design

For the purposes of site suitability, areas with tested
soil infiltration rates as low as 0.1 inches per hour
may be used for infiltration BMPs. However, in the
design of these BMPs and the sizing of the BMP, the
designer should incorporate a safety factor. Safety
factors between 1 (no adjustment) and 10 have been
used in the design of stormwater infiltration systems,
with a factor of two being used in most cases.
Therefore a measured infiltration rate of 0.5 inches
per hour should generally be considered as a rate of
0.25 inches per hour in design. See the Soil
Infiltration Protocol Index in Appendix E for

@ance on performing infiltration tests. /
modeling Infiltration Systems \

As discussed in the Post-Construction Stormwater
Management Chapter of Technical Standards,
infiltration systems can be modeled similarly to
traditional detention basins. The marked difference
with modeling infiltration systems is the inclusion of
the infiltration rate, which can be considered as
another outlet. For modeling purposes, it is
sometimes useful to develop infiltration rates that
vary (based on the infiltration area provided as the
system fills with runoff) for inclusion in the stage-
storage-discharge table.

\_ J
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Volume Peak Rate Water Quality
Can be used to reduce the volume | Can be used at mitigating peak Can be expected to achieve
of runoff and provide infiltration | rates for larger storms through pollutant removals between 30%
in accordance with LID two mechanisms: providing - 70% and in the upper ranges
. . stormwater goals. The volume storage for detention (and on- especially for smaller storms.
Infiltration - - . LI T .
Berms redugtlon potential of berms_ isa | going infiltration) behind them
function of the storage provided and, in some cases, elongating
(surface and subsurface, if the flow path through a site,
applicable) and the infiltration thereby extending the time of
that will occur. concentration.
Provides an excellent means of Provides effective management Effective in reducing total
capturing and infiltrating runoff. | of peak rates to meet the LID suspended solids, nutrients,
Provides runoff volume storage design criteria. The basin acts as | metals, and oil and grease. Both
during storm events, while the a storage reservoir during large the vegetative surface and the
undisturbed vegetated surface storm events, even while runoff underlying soils allow pollutant
. . allows infiltration of runoff into infiltrates. Outlet structures can filtration. When designed to
Infiltration . - . L
Basins the gnderlylng soil manjtle. Can be: designed to manage pea.k.rates capture and infiltrate runoff
be sized to meet the entire with the use of weir and orifice volumes from small storm events,
channel protection volume controls and systems can be they provide very high pollutant
recommended by LID criteria or | designed to manage peak rates reductions.
sized smaller and used in for storms up to and including the
conjunction with other LID 100-year storm.
practices.
Provides an excellent means of Provides limited management of | Effective in reducing total
capturing and infiltrating runoff peak rates. The trench may suspended solids, metals, and oil
from small storms. The trench provide more peak rate benefit and grease. They provide very
provides runoff volume storage for small frequent storms, rather | high pollutant reductions when
. . and infiltration during small than large design storms. Because | designed to capture the volume
Infiltration - PP
Trenches storm events., while the |nf|It.rat|on trenches. help to fro_m smgll storms because there
perforated pipe allows runoff provide a decentralized approach | is little, if any, discharge of
conveyance during large design to stormwater management, they | runoff carrying the highest
storms or more extreme events. may benefit peak rate mitigation | pollutant loads. Provide limited
by contributing to increased treatment of dissolved pollutants,
stormwater travel time. such as nitrates.
Dry wells are typically designed | Provides limited management of | Effective at capturing and
to capture and infiltrate runoff peak rates. Provides some peak infiltrating the water quality
volumes from small storm events | rate benefit by reducing direct volume or “first flush”. Provides
from roof area. connections of impervious area to | very high pollutant reductions
Dry Wells : S .
storm sewer collection systems, because there is little, if any,
and by contributing to increased discharge of “first flush” runoff,
stormwater travel time. which carries the highest
pollutant loads.
Provides effective management Can be designed to manage peak | Very effective at reducing total
of volume. A well-designed rates by utilizing the stormwater | suspended solids, phosphorus,
system is capable of infiltrating storage bed, including simple rate | metals, and oil and grease.
the majority of small frequent controls such as weirs and Because many systems are
Subsurface | storms on an annual basis. orifices in the overflow control designed to capture and infiltrate
Infiltration structure. Capable of infiltrating small, frequent storms, they
the majority of small frequent provide effective water quality
storms, while managing peak control by reducing pollutants
rates for designs storms up to the | associated with the “first-flush”.
100-year frequency storm.

Table 2 Stormwater Functions by Infiltration BMP Type
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Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Infiltration practices can provide excellent
benefits for managing volume and water quality
protection. While some BMPs are better than
others in managing peak rates, all infiltration
BMPs provide some peak rate benefit by
removing direct connections from impervious
surfaces and increasing time of travel. Table 2
provides a summary of the stormwater functions
by BMP type.

Calculations for Infiltration BMPs

Infiltration area

The minimum infiltration area should be based on
the following (according to the loading ratio):
Minimum  Surface Infiltration Area =
[Contributing impervious area] / 5%

# - May be increased depending on soil infiltration capacity
(e.g., where soils are Type A or rapidly draining). For
carbonate, geologic areas may be decreased to three.

This actual infiltration area (Table 3) should be
greater than the minimum infiltration area.

Protecting Groundwater Quality
The protection of groundwater quality is of utmost
importance in any Indiana watershed. The potential
to contaminate groundwater by infiltrating
stormwater in properly designed and constructed
BMPs with proper pretreatment is low.

Numerous studies have shown that stormwater
infiltration BMPs have a minor risk of contaminating
either groundwater or soil. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency summarized in “Potential
Groundwater Contamination from Intentional and
Non-intentional Stormwater Infiltration” (Pitt et al.,
1994) the potential of pollutants to contaminate
groundwater as either low, low/moderate, moderate,
or high. Of the 25 physical pollutants listed, one has
a “high” potential (chloride), and two have
“moderate” potential (fluoranthene and pyrene) for
polluting groundwater through the use of shallow
infiltration systems with some sediment pretreatment.

While chloride can be found in significant quantities
due to winter salting, relatively high concentrations
are generally safe for both humans and aquatic biota.
Pentachlorophenol, cadmium, zinc, chromium, lead,
and all the pesticides listed are classified as having a
“low” contamination potential. Even nitrate, which is
soluble and mobile, is only given a “low/moderate”
potential.

BMP Infiltration Area Definition

Infiltration Berms Total Infiltration Area (Ponding Area) = Length of Berm * Average Width of ponding behind
berm.

The Infiltration Area is the bottom area of the basin. This is the area to be considered when
evaluating the Loading Ratio to the Infiltration basin.

Infiltration Basin

Infiltration Trench The Infiltration Area is the bottom area of the trench. This is the area to be considered when
evaluating the Loading Rate to the Infiltration basin. [Length of Trench] x [Width of Trench]
= Infiltration Area (Bottom Area)

Some runoff reduction recognition can be taken for the side area that is frequently inundated,
as appropriate.

Dry Well A dry well may consider both bottom and side (lateral) infiltration according to design.
Subsurface The Infiltration Area is the bottom area of the bed. Some runoff reduction recognition can be
Infiltration taken for the side area that is frequently inundated as appropriate.

Table 3 Definition of Infiltration Area for Infiltration BMPs
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Volume reduction

Infiltration BMPs can be used to reduce the
volume of runoff and provide infiltration in
accordance with LID stormwater goals. The
volume reduction potential is a function of the
storage provided (surface and subsurface, if
applicable) and the infiltration that will occur. If
a perforated pipe or double-walled underdrain is
used in the design that discharges directly to
surface water, the volume of water discharged
must be subtracted from the volume reduction
calculation.

Total Volume Reduced = Surface Storage
Volume (if applicable) + Subsurface Volume
(if applicable) + Infiltration Volume

Where,

Surface storage volume (ft®) = Average bed
area * (ft?) x maximum design water depth (ft)

Subsurface storage/Infiltration bed volume (ft%)
= Infiltration area (ft?) * Depth of underdrain
material (ft) * Void ratio of storage material

*Depth is the depth of the water stored during a storm
event, depending on the drainage area, conveyance to
the bed, and outlet control.

Estimated Infiltration Volume (CF) = [Bed

bottom area (ft?)] * [Infiltration design rate
(infhr)] * [Infiltration period® (hr)] / 12
inches/ft.

# - Infiltration Period is the time during the storm event
when bed is receiving runoff and capable of infiltration
at the design rate (typically 6 to 12 hours).

Peak rate mitigation

The amount of peak rate control provided by
infiltration practices is dependent on the
cumulative runoff volume removed by all the
infiltration practices applied to a site. Where
sufficient infiltration is provided to control the
runoff volume from any size storm, the
corresponding peak runoff rate will also be
restored and the peak runoff rate from larger, less
frequent storms will be reduced. Where possible,
reducing peak rate of runoff through volume

control is generally more effective than fixed rate
controls.

Some infiltration BMPs (e.g., infiltration basins)
can manage peak rates better than others (e.g.,
infiltration berms). However, all infiltration
BMPs provide some peak rate benefit (e.g., by
removing direct connections from impervious
surfaces and increasing time of travel).

Water quality improvement

Infiltration practices are effective in reducing
pollutants such as total suspended solids,
nutrients, metals, oil and grease. The vegetative
surface and the underlying soils allow pollutant
filtration and studies have shown that pollutants
typically are bound to the soils and do not migrate
deeply below the surface (i.e. greater than 30-
inches). Infiltration practices should be used as
part of a treatment train when capturing runoff
from storm-water hot spots, such as industrial
parking lots, due to the increased level of
pollutants. Typical ranges of pollutant reduction
efficiencies for infiltration practices are based on
available literature data and listed below:

TSS - 75 to 90 percent
TP —60 to 75 percent
TN - 55 to 70 percent
NO, — 30 percent

Construction Guidelines

The following guidelines apply for all infiltration
BMPs.

« Do not compact soil infiltration beds
during construction. Prohibit all heavy
equipment from the infiltration area and
absolutely minimize all other traffic.
Equipment should be limited to vehicles
that will cause the least compaction, such
as low ground pressure (maximum four
pounds per square inch) tracked vehicles.
Areas for Infiltration should be clearly
marked before any site work begins to
avoid soil disturbance and compaction
during construction.

» Protect the infiltration area from sediment
by ensuring erosion and sediment control
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practices are implemented until the
surrounding site is completely stabilized.
Methods to prevent sediment from washing
into BMPs should be clearly shown on
plans. Where geotextile is used as a bed
bottom liner, this should be extended
several feet beyond the bed and folded over
the edge to protect from sediment wash into
the bed during construction, and then
trimmed.

Runoff from construction areas should
never be allowed to drain to infiltration
BMPs. This can usually be accomplished
by diversion berms and immediate
vegetative stabilization. The infiltration
area may be used as a temporary sediment
trap or basin during earlier stages of
construction. However, if an infiltration
area is also to be utilized as a temporary
sediment basin, excavation should be
limited to within one foot of the final
bottom invert of the infiltration BMP to
prevent clogging and compacting the soil
horizon, and final grade removed when the
contributing site is fully stabilized.

All infiltration BMPs should be finalized at
the end of the construction process, when
upstream soil areas have a dense vegetative
cover. In addition, do not remove inlet
protection or other erosion and sediment
control measures until site is fully
stabilized. Any sediment which enters
inlets during construction is to be removed
within 24 hours.

Provide thorough construction oversight.
Long-term performance of infiltration
BMPs is dependent on the care taken
during construction. Generally, plans and
specifications must be followed precisely.
The designer is encouraged to meet with
the contractor to review the plans and
construction sequence prior to
construction, and to inspect the
construction at regular intervals and prior
to final acceptance of the BMP.

Provide quality control of materials. As
with all BMPs, the final product is only as

good as the materials and workmanship
that went into it. The designer is
encouraged to review and approve
materials and workmanship, especially as
related to aggregates, geotextiles, soil and
topsoil, and vegetative materials.

Additional Construction Guidelines

for Infiltration Berms

The following is a typical construction sequence
for an infiltration berm without a subsurface
infiltration trench, though alterations will be
necessary depending on design variations.

Lightly scarify (by hand) the soil in the area
of the proposed berm before delivering soil
to site (if required). Heavy equipment
should not be used within the berm area.

Bring in fill material to make up the major
portion of the berm (as necessary) as soon
as subgrade preparation is complete in
order to avoid accumulation of debris. Soil
should be added in eight-inch lifts and
compacted after each addition according to
design specifications. The slope and shape
of the berm should be graded out as soil is
added.

Protect the surface ponding area at the base
of the berm from compaction. If
compaction of this area does occur, scarify
soil to a depth of at least 8 inches.

After allowing for settlement, complete
final grading within two inches of proposed
design elevations. Tamp soil down lightly
and smooth sides of the berm. The crest and
base of the berm should be level along the
contour.

Seed and plant berm with turf, meadow
plants, shrubs or trees, as desired. Water
vegetation at the end of each day for two
weeks after planting is completed.
(Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix).
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Mulch planted and disturbed areas with
compost to prevent erosion while plants
become established.

Additional Construction Guidelines
for Subsurface Infiltration

Where erosion of subgrade has caused
accumulation of fine materials and/or
surface ponding, this material should be
removed with light equipment and the
underlying soils scarified to a minimum
depth of six inches with a York rake (or
equivalent) and light tractor. All fine
grading should be done by hand. All bed
bottoms are to be at level grade.

Earthen berms (if wused) between
infiltration beds should be left in place
during excavation.

Geotextile and bed aggregate should be
placed immediately after approval of
subgrade preparation and installation of
structures. Adjacent strips of geotextile
should overlap a minimum of 18 inches,
and should also be secured at least four feet
outside of the bed to prevent any runoff or
sediment from entering the storage bed.
This edge strip should remain in place until
storage media is placed in the bed.

Clean washed, uniformly graded aggregate
should be placed in the bed in maximum
eight-inch lifts. Each layer should be
lightly compacted, with construction
equipment kept off the bed bottom as much
as possible.

Once bed aggregate has been installed,
geotextile can be folded over the top of the
aggregate bed. Additional geotextile
should be placed as needed to provide a
minimum overlap of 18 inches between
adjacent geotextile strips.

Place approved engineered soil media over
infiltration bed in maximum six-inch lifts.

Seed and stabilize topsoil.

Additional Construction Guidelines
for Infiltration Trenches

Excavate infiltration trench bottom to a
uniform, level uncompacted subgrade free
from rocks and debris. Do NOT compact
subgrade.

Place nonwoven geotextile along bottom
and sides of trench. Nonwoven geotextile
rolls should overlap by a minimum of 16
inches within the trench. Fold back and
secure excess geotextile during stone
placement.

Install upstream and downstream control
structures, cleanouts, observation wells,
etc.

Place uniformly graded, clean-washed
aggregate in  8-inch  lifts, lightly
compacting between lifts.

Install continuously perforated pipe as
indicated on plans. Backfill with uniformly
graded, clean-washed aggregate in 8-inch
lifts, lightly compacting between lifts.

Fold and secure nonwoven geotextile over
infiltration trench, with minimum overlap
of 16 inches.

If vegetated, place a minimum six-inch lift
of approved topsoil over infiltration trench,
as indicated on plans.

Seed and stabilize topsoil.

Additional Construction Guidelines
for Infiltration Basins

If necessary, excavate infiltration basin
bottom to provide a level and uncompacted
subgrade free from rocks and debris. Never
compact subgrade.

Install outlet control structures.

Seed and stabilize topsoil (Planting with
native species is preferred).
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Additional Construction Guidelines

Causes of Infiltration BMP Failure

With respect to stormwater infiltration BMPs, the result
of “failure” is a reduction in the volume of runoff
anticipated or the discharge of stormwater with
excessive levels of some pollutants. Where the system
includes built structures, such as porous pavements,
failure may include loss of structural integrity for the
wearing surface, whereas the infiltration function may
continue uncompromised. For infiltration systems with
vegetated surfaces, such as play fields or rain gardens,
failure may include the inability so support surface
vegetation, caused by too much or too little water.

The primary causes of reduced performances are:

e Poor construction techniques, especially soil
compaction/smearing, which results in
significantly reduced infiltration rates.

e A lack of site soil stabilization prior to the BMP
receiving runoff, which greatly increases the
potential for sediment clogging from contiguous
land surfaces.

e Inadequate pretreatment, especially of sediment-
laden runoff, which can cause a gradual reduction
of infiltration rates.

e Lack of proper maintenance (erosion repair, re-
vegetation, removal of detritus, catch basin
cleaning, vacuuming of pervious pavement, etc.),
which can reduce the longevity of infiltration
BMPs.

e Inadequate design

e Inappropriate use of geotextile

Infiltration systems should always be designed such that
failure of the infiltration component does not
completely eliminate the peak rate attenuation
capability of the BMP. Because infiltration BMPs are
designed to infiltrate small, frequent storms, the loss or
reduction of this capability may not significantly
impact the storage and peak rate mitigation of the
BMP during extreme events.

for Dry Wells
e Excavate dry well bottom to a uniform,
level uncompacted subgrade, free from
rocks and debris. Do NOT compact

subgrade. To the greatest extent possible,
excavation should be performed with the
lightest practical equipment. Excavation
equipment should be placed outside the
limits of the dry well.

e Completely wrap dry well with nonwoven
geotextile. If sediment and/or debris have
accumulated in dry well bottom, remove
prior to geotextile placement. Geotextile
rolls should overlap by a minimum of 18-
24 inches within the trench. Fold back and
secure excess geotextile during stone
placement.

e Install continuously perforated pipe,
observation wells, and all other dry well
structures. Connect roof leaders to
structures as indicated on plans.

* Place uniformly graded, clean-washed
aggregate in 6-inch lifts, between lifts.

* Fold and secure nonwoven geotextile over
trench, with minimum overlap of 12 inches.

* Place 12-inch lift of approved topsoil over
trench, as indicated on plans.

« Seed and stabilize topsoil.

¢ Connect surcharge pipe to roof leader and
position over splashboard.

Maintenance

There are a few general maintenance practices
that should be followed for all infiltration BMPs.
These include:

e All catch basins and inlets should be
inspected and cleaned at least twice per
year.

e The overlying vegetation of subsurface
infiltration features should be maintained
in good condition, and any bare spots re-
vegetated as soon as possible.
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« Vehicular access on subsurface infiltration
areas should be prohibited (unless designed
to allow vehicles), and care should be taken
to avoid excessive compaction by mowers.

Additional Maintenance Information

for Infiltration Berms

Infiltration berms have low to moderate
maintenance requirements, depending on the
design. Unless otherwise noted, the following
maintenance actions are recommended on an as-
needed basis.

Infiltration berms

* Regularly inspect to ensure they are
infiltrating; monitor drawdown time after
major storm events (total drawdown of the
system should not exceed 72 hours; surface
drawdown should not exceed 48 hours).

* Inspect any structural components, such as
inlet  structures, to ensure proper
functionality

e If planted in turf grass, maintain by
mowing (maintain two to four-inch height);
other  vegetation will require less
maintenance; trees and shrubs may require
annual mulching, while meadow planting
requires annual mowing and clippings
removal

« Avoid running heavy equipment over the
infiltration area at the base of the berms; the
crest of the berm may be used as access for
heavy equipment when necessary to limit
disturbance.

* Do not apply pesticides or fertilizers in and
around infiltration structures

e Routinely remove accumulated trash and
debris

* Remove invasive plants as needed

* Inspect for signs of flow channelization
and/or erosion; restore level spreading

immediately  after  deficiencies are
observed (monthly)

Diversion berms

Regularly inspect for erosion or other
failures (monthly)

Regularly inspect structural components to
ensure functionality

Maintain turf grass and other vegetation by
mowing and re-mulching

Do not apply pesticides or fertilizers where
stormwater will be conveyed

Remove invasive plants as needed

Routinely remove accumulated trash and
debris

Additional Maintenance Information
for Infiltration Basins

Inspect the basin after major storm events
and make sure that runoff drains down
within 72 hours. Mosquitoes should not be
a problem if the water drains in 72 hours.
Mosquitoes require a considerably long
breeding period with relatively static water
levels.

Inspect for accumulation of sediment,
damage to outlet control structures, erosion
control  measures, signs of  water
contamination/spills, and slope stability in
the berms.

Mow only as appropriate for vegetative
cover species.

Remove accumulated sediment from the
sediment pretreatment device/forebay as
needed. Inspect pretreatment forebay at
least one time per year.

If the infiltration basin bottom becomes
clogged, scrape bottom and remove
sediment and restore original cross section.
Properly dispose of sediment.
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Additional Maintenance Information

for Dry Wells
e Inspect dry wells at least four times a year,
as well as after every storm exceeding one
inch.

¢ Remove sediment, debris/trash, and any
other waste material from the dry well and
dispose of at a suitable disposal/recycling
site and in compliance with local, state, and
federal waste regulations.

e Evaluate the drain-down time of the dry
well to ensure the maximum time of 72
hours is not being exceeded. If drain down
time exceeds the maximum, drain the dry
well via pumping and clean out perforated
piping, if included. If slow drainage
persists, the system may need replacing.

* Regularly clean out gutters and ensure
proper connections which will facilitate the
effectiveness of the dry well.

* Replace filter screen that intercepts roof
runoff as necessary.

¢ If an intermediate sump box exists, clean it
out at least once per year.

Winter Considerations

Most infiltration practices are typically located
below the frost line and continue to function
effectively throughout the winter. It is imperative
to prevent salt, sand, cinder, and any other deicers
from clogging the surface area of infiltration
practices by avoiding piling snow in these areas.
Sand and cinder deicers could clog infiltration
devices and soluble deicers, such as salt, can
damage the health of vegetation.

The construction cost of many infiltration BMPs
can vary greatly depending on the configuration,
location, site conditions, etc. Following is a

summary of both construction and maintenance
costs. This information should be strictly as
guidance. More detailed cost information should
be discerned for the specific site before assessing
the applicability of the BMP.

Construction Maintenance
Costs Costs
5-10% of
* _ 3
Dry well $4-9/t capital costs
Varies
depending on
Infiltration excavation, .
. - Disposal costs
basin plantings, and
pipe
configuration.
Infiltration 3 5-10% of
trench** $20-30/ 1t capital costs
Subsurface 3
infiltration bed | $1%/

Table 4 Summary of construction and maintenance costs
for infiltration BMPs

*2003 dollars.

**City of Portland. 2006 dollars.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Infiltration Berms

ITEM P,\"j‘ge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
» Was the Soil Infiltration Testing Protocol _
followed?*
Appropriate areas of the site evaluated? --
Infiltration rates measured?
Min. infiltration rate: 0.1 in/hr 8
Max. infiltration rate: 10in/hr
Was the Infiltration BMP followed? --
» Two-foot separation from 28
bedrock/SHWT? '
Soil permeability acceptable? 8
Natural, uncompacted soils? 9
Excavation in berm areas minimized? 9
Loading ratio considered?
» Max. impervious drainage area loading
ratio—5:1 10
» Max. total drainage area loading ratio —
8:1
» Max. drainage area: 5 acres
Drawdown time less than 72 hours? 10
Erosion and Sedimentation control? -
Feasible construction process and sequence? 20
Entering flow velocities non-erosive? --
Berm height 6 to 24 inches? 11
Berm designed for stability (temporary and _
permanent)?
Acceptable berm side slopes? 12
Max. side slopes: 2:1 (H:V)
Are berm materials resistant to erosion? --
Located level, along contour? 11
Acceptable soil for plants specified? 11
Appropriate plants selected? 10
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 23

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations

#  In general, the protocol should be followed as much as possible (although there is more flexibility for berms than for
other BMPs such as pervious pavement and subsurface infiltration that rely almost entirely on infiltration).
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Infiltration Trenches, Infiltration

Basins, Dry Wells, and Subsurface Infiltration Beds

ITEM YES | NO | N/A NOTES

» Was the Soil Infiltration Testing Protocol
followed?

Appropriate areas of the site evaluated? --

Infiltration rates measured?
Min. infiltration rate: 0.1 in/hr 8
Max. infiltration rate: 10in/hr

Was the Infiltration BMP followed? --

» Two-foot separation between the bed bottom and 28
bedrock/ SHWT? !

Soil permeability acceptable? 8

If not, appropriate underdrain provided? --

Adequate separations from wells, structures, etc.?
» Minimum Setback Distances:
0 Property Line — 10 feet
o0 Building Foundation — 10 feet 9
0 Private Well — 50 feet
o0 Public Water Supply Well — 50 feet
0 Septic System Drainfield — 100 feet

Natural, uncompacted soils? 9
» Level infiltration area (e.g., trench bottom, bed 9
bottom)?
Excavation in infiltration area minimized? 9
» Hotspots/pretreatment considered? 9
Loading ratio below 5:1?
» Max. impervious drainage area loading ratio
-51
» Max. total drainage area loading ratio — 8:1
» Max. drainage area: 10
o Dry Well -1 acre
o Infiltration Basin — 10 acres
o Infiltration Trench — 2 acres
0 Subsurface Infiltration Bed — 5 acres
»  Storage depth limited to two feet? 10
Drawdown time less than 72 hours? 10,24
o 2,7
? y 1
Positive overflow from system 1012
Erosion and sedimentation control? 14589’
Feasible construction process and sequence? 21,22
Geotextile specified? 10,12
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ITEM No. YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Pretreatment provided? 49
Clean, washed, open-graded aggregate specified? 101’22’
Stable inflows provided (infiltration basin)? --
Appropriate perforated pipe, if applicable? --
Appropriate plants selected, if applicable? 10
Observation well/clean out provided, if applicable? 13,15
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 22-24

Additional Design Considerations
Infiltration Basins
0 Berms— Min. 3:1 slope; Min. top
width — 2 feet --
Infiltration Trenches
o Soil media for tree planting —
Min. of 3 feet

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations
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BMP Fact Sheet

LEVEL SPREADERS

Level spreaders promote infiltration and improve water quality by
evenly distributing flows over a stabilized, vegetated surface. This
allows for better infiltration and treatment. There are several different
types of level spreaders. Examples include concrete sills, earthen
berms, and level perforated pipes.

Applications Stormwater Quantity Functions

Residential Yes | Volume Low
Commercial Yes | Groundwater Recharge Low
Ultra Urban No | Peak Rate Low
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Yes | TSS Low
Highway/Road | Yes | TP Low
Recreational | Yes [ Low

Temperature Low

Additional Considerations

Cost Low
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance High

\_

@riations (optional) \

Inflow
Outflow

Key Design Features

Ultimate outlet from structural
BMPs

Roof downspout connections
(roof area > 500 ft?)

Inlet connections

(impervious area > 500 ft?)
Inflow to structural BMP, such
as a filter strip, infiltration
basin, or vegetated swale

Site Factors

Water table to bedrock depth:
N/A

Soils: Permeability not critical
but should be considered for
erodibility

Slope: 1 to 8 percent max
Potential hotspots: Yes
Maximum drainage area:
Varies (five acres maximum)

Benefits

Low Cost

Wide applicability

Ability to work with other
BMPs in a treatment train
Avoids concentrated
dischargers and their associated
potential erosion

Limitations

Low stormwater benefits by
itself
Careful design and construction

required to function properly/
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Description and Function

Level spreaders are designed to disperse
concentrated stormwater flows and are often used
with other BMPs over a wide enough area to
prevent erosion. Erosion can undermine a BMP,
and can be a significant source of sediment
pollution to streams and other natural water bodies.
By dispersing flows, level spreaders assist
vegetated BMPs in pollutant removal via filtration,
infiltration, absorption, adsorption, and
volatilization. Level spreaders also reduce the
impact of a stormwater outlet to a receiving water
body.

Forebay

Influent
Stormwater 9
Receiving

Stream

Channel

Level Lip

Diffuse Flow

Figure 2 Level spreader located between a sediment
forebay and a buffer
Source: NCSU-BAE

Variations

Inflow

Inflow level spreaders are meant to evenly
distribute flow entering into another structural
BMP, such as a filter strip, infiltration basin, or
vegetated swale. Examples of this type of level
spreader include concrete sills and earthen berms.

Outflow

Outflow level spreaders are intended to reduce the
erosive force of high flows while at the same time
enhancing natural infiltration  opportunities.
Examples of this second type include earthen berms
and a level, perforated pipe in a shallow aggregate
trench (Figure 3). In this example, the flow is from
the left (from an outlet control device from another
BMP) and flow reaches the spreader via the solid

pipe.

Applications

Level spreaders can be used in a variety of
applications, from residential areas to highway/road
projects. The primary requirement is that there must
be adequate area with an acceptable slope to receive
the outflow from the spreader. In ultra-urban
settings, there is typically not adequate space for
level spreaders.

SOLID HDPE
QUTLET FIPE

PERF HDPE OUTLET
SPREADER PIPE,
EXTENDING

INTO PAGE

SIDE VIEW
Figure 3 A level spreader with a perforated pipe

Figure 4, a close-up of Figure 3, shows an outlet
pipe from an upstream BMP that serves as an
inflow to the level spreader.

Salid Inflow Outlet Pipe

Perforated Spreader Pipe

Clean Aggregate

Erosion
Control
Matting

Unisturbed
Sulgrade

Figure 4 Level spreader with inflow pipe

Design Considerations

Level spreaders are considered a permanent part of
a site’s stormwater management system. Therefore,
uphill development should be stabilized before any
dispersing flow techniques are installed. If the level
spreader is used as an erosion and sedimentation
control measure, it must be reconfigured (flush
perforated pipe, clean out all sediment) to its
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original state before use as a permanent stormwater spreader will render it ineffective. A level
feature. spreader may be protected by adding a
forebay to remove sediment from the influent.
This can also make sediment cleanout easier.
Excavated
Material & 7. Perforated pipe used in a level spreader may
Leat e Line of Contour range in size from 4-12 inches in diameter.
The pipe is typically laid in an aggregate
envelope, the thickness of which is left to the
discretion of the engineer. A deeper trench
will provide additional volume reduction and
should be included in such calculations (see
Infiltration BMP). A layer of nonwoven
geotextile filter fabric separates the aggregate
from the adjacent soil layers, preventing
migration of fines into the trench.

Uniformly Graded
rushed Rock
Nonwoven
Geotextile

Level Spreader
Perforated Pipe
(4"t0 8"0)
Figure 5 Level spreader with geotextile surrounding the
aggregate helping to create a sloped area

Coarse Sand

8. The length of level spreaders is primarily a
function of the calculated influent flow rate.
The level spreader should be long enough to

All contributing stormwater elements (infiltration
beds, inlets, outlet control structures, pipes, etc)
should be installed first.

1. Provide as many outfalls as possible and

avoid concentrating stormwater. This can
reduce or even eliminate the need for
engineered devices to provide even
distribution of flow.

Level spreaders are not applicable in areas
with easily erodible soils and/or little
vegetation. The slope below the level
spreader should be at a maximum eight
percent in the direction of flow to discourage
channelization. More gentle slopes (e.g., as
low as one percent) are also acceptable.

The minimum length of flow after the level
spreader (of the receiving area) should be 15
feet.

For design considerations of earthen berm
level spreaders, refer to the Infiltration BMP.

Level spreaders should not be constructed in
uncompacted fill. Undisturbed virgin soil and
compacted fill is much more resistant to
erosion and settlement than uncompacted fill.

Most variations of level spreaders should not
be used alone for sediment removal.
Significant sediment deposits in a level

freely discharge the desired flow rate. At a
minimum, the desired flow rate should be that
resulting from a 10-year design storm. This
flow rate should be safely diffused without
the threat of failure (i.e., creation of erosion,
gullies, or rills). Diffusion of the storms
greater than the 10-year storm is possible
only if space permits. Generally, level
spreaders should have a minimum length of
10 feet and a maximum length of 200 feet.

Conventional level spreaders designed to
diffuse all flow rates should be sized based on
the following:

e For grass or thick ground cover
vegetation:
0 13 linear feet of level spreader for
every one cubic feet per second
(cfs) of flow
0 Slopes of eight percent or less from
level spreader to toe of slope

e For forested areas with little or no ground
cover vegetation:
0 100 linear feet of level spreader for
every one cfs of flow
0 Slopes of six percent or less from
level spreader to toe of slope
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For slopes up to 15 percent for
forested areas and grass or thick
ground cover, level spreaders may
be installed in series. The above
recommended lengths should be
followed.

10. The length of a perforated pipe level
spreader may be further refined by
determining the discharge per linear foot of
pipe. A level spreader pipe should safely
discharge in a distributed manner at the
same rate of inflow, or less. If the number
of perforations per linear foot (based on
pipe diameter) and average head above the
perforations are known, then the flow can
be determined by the following equation:

L=Qp/ QL
Where:

L = length of level spreader pipe (ft.)
Qp = design inflow for level spreader (cfs)
Q. = level spreader discharge per length (cfs/ft)

AND
QL=Qo*N
Where:

Q. = level spreader discharge per length (cfs/ft)
Qo = perforation discharge rate (cfs)

N = number of perforations per length of pipe,
provided by manufacturer based on pipe
diameter (Number/ft)

AND
Qo =Cy4*A *x}ZgH

Where:

Qo = perforation discharge rate (cfs)
Cq4 = Coefficient of discharge (typically 0.60)

2
A = Cross sectional area of one perforation (ft )
2

g = acceleration due to gravity, 32.2 ft./sec
H = head, average height of water above
perforation (ft.) (provided by manufacturer)

11. Flows may bypass a level spreader in a
variety of ways, including an overflow

structure or upturned ends of pipe.
Cleanouts/overflow structures with open
grates can also be installed along longer
lengths of perforated pipe. Bypass may be
used to protect the level spreader from flows
above a particular design storm.

12. Erosion control matting, compost blanketing,
or riprap on top of filter fabric are
recommended immediately downhill and
along the entire length of the level spreader,
particularly in areas that are unstable or have
been recently disturbed by construction
activities. Generally, low flows that are
diffused by a level spreader do not require
additional stabilization on an already
stabilized and vegetated slope.

Stormwater
Calculations

Functions and

Volume reduction

In general, level spreaders do not substantially
reduce runoff volume. However, if level spreaders
are designed similarly to infiltration trenches, a
volume reduction can be achieved. Furthermore, for
outflow level spreaders, the amount of volume
reduction will depend on the length of level
spreader, the density of receiving vegetation, the
downhill length and slope, the soil type of the
receiving area, and the design runoff. Large areas
with heavy, dense vegetation will absorb most
flows, while barren or compacted areas will absorb
limited runoff.

Peak rate mitigation
Level spreaders will not substantially decrease the
overall discharge rate from a site.

Water quality improvement

While level spreaders are low in water quality
pollutant removal, they are often an important BMP
used in concert with other BMPs. For example,
level spreaders can work effectively (and improve
performance) with related BMPs such as filter strips
and buffers. In addition, level spreaders can avoid
erosion problems associated with concentrated
discharges.
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Construction Guidelines

The condition of the area downhill of a level
spreader must be considered prior to installation.
For instance, the slope, density and condition of
vegetation, natural topography, and length (in the
direction of flow) will all impact the effectiveness
of a distributed flow measure. Areas immediately
downhill from a level spreader may need to be
stabilized, especially if they have been recently
disturbed. Erosion control matting, compost
blanketing, and/or riprap are the recommended
measures for temporary and permanent downhill
stabilization. Manufacturer’s specifications should
be followed for the chosen stabilization measure.

Maintenance

Compared with other BMPs, level spreaders require
only minimal maintenance efforts, many of which
may overlap with standard landscaping demands.
The following recommendations represent the
minimum routine inspection maintenance effort for
level spreaders:

Once a month and after every heavy rainfall
(greater than two inches):

1. Inspect the diverter box and clean and make
repairs. Look for clogged inlet or outlet pipes
and trash or debris in the box.

2. Inspect the forebay and level spreader. Clean
and make repairs. Look for:

e Sediment in forebay and along level
spreader lip,

e Trash and/or leaf buildup,

e Scour, undercutting of level spreader,

o Settlement of level spreader structure (no
longer level; you see silt downhill below
level spreader),

o Fallen trees on level spreader, and

e Stone from below the level spreader lip
washing downhill.

3. Inspect the filter strip and the bypass swale
and make repairs as needed. Look for:

e Damaged turf reinforcement or riprap
rolling downhill,

e Erosion within the buffer or swale, and

e Gullies or sediment flows from
concentrated flows downhill of level
spreader,

Once a year:

1. Remove any weeds or shrubs growing on
level spreader or in swale.

Level spreaders are relatively inexpensive and easy
to construct. There are various types of level
spreaders, so costs will vary. Per foot material and
equipment cost will range from $5 to $20
depending on the type of level spreader desired.
Concrete level spreaders may cost significantly
more than perforated pipes or berms, but they
provide a more sure level surface, are easier to
maintain, and more reliable.
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Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Level Spreaders

Page

ITEM No YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Avoidance of stormwater concentration as much as _
practical?
Soil erodibility considered? --
Slope considered and appropriate? 13
» Max Slope: 8% '
Receiving vegetation considered? 4,5
Located in undisturbed virgin soil? 3
If not, will soil be properly compacted and _
stabilized?
Acceptable minimum flow path length below level _
spreader?
Level spreader length calculations performed?
» Min length: 10 feet; Max length: 200 3
feet
Erosion control matting, compost blankets, etc.
. 4,5
provided?
Appropriate vegetation selected for stabilization? --
Feasible construction process and sequence? --
Erosion and sedimentation control provided to
4,5
protect spreader?
Maintenance accounted for and plan provided? 5
Soils stable or vegetation established before flows 3
are directed to the level spreader?
If used during construction, are accumulated soils 3

removed?

» Denotes Minimum Design Considerations
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BMP Fact Sheet

NATIVE REVEGETATION

Native revegetation includes the restoration of forest savanna (scattered
trees among prairie plants), and/or prairie. Revegetation should primarily
use native vegetation due to the numerous benefits, including reduced
maintenance needs.

Figure 1 Native vegeiéﬁon utilized in a wetland, Philadelphia, PA (USEPA,
picasaweb)

: . Stormwater Quantity
Potential Applications Functions
Residential Yes Volume Low/Med/High
Commercial Yes Groundwater Low/Med/High
Recharge
Ultra Urban Limited | Peak Rate Low/Med
Industrial Yes Stormwater Quality Functions
Retrofit Yes TSS High
Highway/Road | Limited | TP High
. TN Med/High
Recreational Yes Temperature Med
Additional Considerations
Cost Low/Med
Maintenance Low
Winter Performance Medium

(Variations

e Prairie

e No-mow lawn area

e Woodland

e Constructed wetlands

o Buffer areas

e Replacement lawn areas

~

Key Design Features

e Minimize traditional turf lawn
area

o Develop landscape plan using
native materials, determining
the most appropriate

e Protect areas during
construction

e Use integrated pest
management (IPM) approach

Site Factors

o Water table to bedrock depth:
N/A

e Soils: Vegetation should
match soil types

o Slope: Applicable on most
slopes (up to 1H:1V)

e Potential hotspots: No

e Maximum drainage area:
Optimal is five times
(maximum 20 times) the
revegetated area

Benefits
e Low long-term maintenance
needs
e Improves water quality
o Reduces volume

Limitations
o Establishment period requires
more intensive maintenance,

\ such as weeding and wateringj
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Description and Function

Using native plants to vegetate an area is an effec-
tive method of improving the quality and reducing
the volume of site runoff. Native plants
significantly change the soil medium by adding
carbon, decreasing bulk density, and increasing
infiltration rates by as much as a factor of 10 or
more even in clay soils (see Bharati, et.al, 2002 and
Fuentes, et.al, 2004).

Native species are generally described as those
existing in a given geographic area prior to
European settlement. Over time, native vegetation
does not typically require significant chemical
maintenance by fertilizers and pesticides. This
results in additional water quality benefits. Native
species are typically more tolerant and resistant to
pest, drought, and other local conditions than non-
native species. Landscape architects and ecologists
specializing in native plant species are usually able
to identify a wide variety of plants that meet these
criteria anywhere in the state. Recommended Plan
List for BMPs Appendix provides lists of
commercially available native species. Additional
information relating to native species and their use
in landscaping is available from the Indiana Native
Plant and Wildflower Society at www.inpaws.org.

In addition to chemical applications, minimum
maintenance also means minimal mowing and
irrigation in established areas. Native grasses and
other herbaceous materials that do not require
mowing or intensive maintenance are preferred.
Because selecting such materials begins at the
concept design stage, this BMP can generally result
in a site with reduced runoff volume and rate, as
well as significant nonpoint source load reduction/
prevention.

A complete elimination of traditional lawns as a site
design element can be a difficult BMP to
implement, given the extent to which the lawn as an
essential landscape design feature is embedded in
current national culture. Instead, the landscape
design should strategically incorporate areas of
native plantings — surrounding limited turf grass
areas — to act as buffers that will capture and filter
stormwater flowing off of turf grasses or
pavements.

Native species, being strong growers with denser
root and stem systems than turf grass (Figure 2),
result in:

e A greater volume of water uptake
(evapotranspiration)

e Improved soil conditions through organic
material and macropore formation
Carbon sequestration

o Enhanced infiltration
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Figure 2 Native meadow species compared to turf grass
Source: JF New

If the objective is to revegetate an area with
woodland species, the longer-term effect is a
significant reduction in runoff volumes when
contrasted with a conventional lawn planting. This
decrease in runoff is caused by increases in
interception, infiltration, evapotranspiration, and
recharge. Peak runoff rate reduction also is
achieved. Similarly, prairie reestablishment is also
more beneficial than a conventional lawn planting.
Again, these benefits are long term in nature and
will not be apparent until the species have an

opportunity to grow and mature (one advantage of
the prairie planting is that this maturation process
requires considerably less time than a woodland
area).

In general, seeded prairie plantings grow roots in
the first two years of planting, and by the third year,
start to show substantial top growth. Therefore, a
prairie planting may not be aesthetically pleasing
during the first several years. Aesthetic expectations
should therefore be adjusted accordingly. Posting
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signs explaining this fact to passersby can increase
understanding and alleviate concerns about the look
of the new planting. The signs can also explain the
environmental benefits of planting native grasses.

Variations

Most newly-created native landscapes in Indiana
fall under the category of either woodlands or
prairies. Woodlands will provide shade, vertical
structure, and a high level of rainfall interception in
the long term. However, woodlands typically
require a significant amount of time to mature.
Prairies, on the other hand, have a tendency to
establish and regain function rather quickly (3-10
years), and can provide lower-growing vegetation
with  highly attractive native grasses and
wildflowers.

Species selection for any native landscape should
be based on function, availability, and level of
appropriateness for site conditions. Native species
plantings can achieve variation in landscape across
a variety of characteristics, such as texture, color,
and habitat potential. ~ Plant material should be
selected based on tolerance to standing water as
identified in Recommended Plant List for BMPs
Appendix.

Properly selected mixes of flowering prairie species
can provide seasonal color; native grasses offer
seasonal variation in texture. Seed production is a
food source for wildlife and reinforces habitat. In
all cases, selection of native species should strive to
achieve species variety and balance, avoiding
creation of single-species or limited species
“monocultures” which pose multiple problems. In
sum, many different aspects of native species
planting reinforce the value of native landscape
restoration, typically increasing in their functional
value as species grow and mature over time.
Examples include:

o Prairie — Install forb/grass matrix that bears
similarities to historic Indiana prairies and
savannas

e No-mow lawn area — Install low-growing
native grasses that are used as a substitute
for lawn or cool-season grass plantings.

Woodland - Install a balance of native
trees, shrubs, forbs, grasses, and sedges that
would historically be represented in Indiana
woodlands.

Constructed wetlands — Historic drained
wetlands or existing artificial low areas
may be planted with wetland species that
will thrive in standing water or saturated
conditions.

Buffer areas — Bands of re-established
native  vegetation occurring between
impermeable surfaces, lawns, or other non-
native land uses and existing natural areas.

Replacement lawn areas — Existing turf
lawns may be converted to native prairies,
wetlands, or woodlands to minimize
maintenance while increasing stormwater
benefits and wildlife habitat.

Applications

Residential — Native landscapes can be
incorporated into common areas of
residential developments. Additionally,
individual homeowners may incorporate
native landscapes into their own properties.
Native revegetation should also be used to
provide buffers around any existing natural
areas that are undisturbed within the
residential development.

Commercial — Common areas and open
spaces within commercial developments
may be planted with native species, as well
as any created detention/retention basins or
artificial waterways. Native revegetation
should also be used to provide buffers
around any existing natural areas that are
undisturbed  within  the  commercial
development.

Ultra Urban — Use of native revegetation in
limited in ultra-urban settings because of
the lack of available green space. Wherever
possible, however, native species should be
incorporated.
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e Industrial — Use of native revegetation in
industrial settings is very similar to that in
commercial settings.

o Retrofit — Established turf grass may be
converted into prairie, woodland, or
wetland.

e Highway/Road — Native plants may be
established in rights-of-way to minimize
long-term maintenance while establishing
linear habitat corridors.

Design Considerations

The basis for native revegetation design scheme
begins with assessing the site for:

Existing native vegetation,
Soil,

Hydrologic regimes,

Sun exposure, and
Aesthetics

Existing native vegetation is a good starting point
for determining what can thrive on a given site.
However, the designer must also consider and
balance various factors in developing a successful
plant list. The hydrologic patterns set the stage for
where the moisture continuum plants will be most
successful (easily found in native plant resource
guides). The amount of sun and shade that a given
species tolerates is also critical in successful plant
selection (and is easy to find as well). Soil texture
and pH (less often found in resources guides) will
further narrow the plant choices. If soils are
strongly acidic or basic, the pH will greatly
influence and reduce plant choices. Once the
potential plant list has run through the sieves of
moisture, sun/shade, and soil characteristics, the
designer will hopefully have a suite of loosely
associated native plants that grow in similar
conditions.

Besides the plants’ physical requirements, there is
the cultural issue of aesthetics to consider. Common
issues that people have with native landscapes are
the potential height and lack of cultivated

appearance (tall and thin, smaller flowers, looser
look, etc.). If the designed areas are highly visible,
then these aesthetic issues can be addressed with
good design principles and a solid understanding of
native plants.

1. Analyze site’s physical conditions

The most important physical condition of the
site is the topography, hydrology, and soil,
each of which will guide protection activities
and plant selection. Evaluate the soil using
the USDA soil survey to determine important
soil characteristics such as flooding potential,
seasonal high water table, soil pH, soil
moisture, and other characteristics. Evaluate
the topography based on USGS maps or a
topographical survey of the site.

2. Analyze site’s vegetative features

Existing vegetation present at the site should
be examined to determine the overall strategy
for vegetation restoration and establishment.
Strategies will differ whether pre-existing
conditions are pasture, overgrown abandoned
field, mid-succession forest, or another type
of setting. An effort to inventory existing
vegetation for protection and to determine
type of pre-settlement vegetation should be
made to guide efforts.

a. ldentify desirable species: Use native tree
and shrub species that thrive in local
habitat. These species should be
identified in the restoration site and
protected. Several native vines and shrubs
can provide an effective ground cover
during establishment of the area, though
they should be controlled to prevent
herbaceous competition.

b. Identify undesirable species: Control
invasive plants prior to planting new
vegetation.

c. ldentify sensitive species: Because many
areas are rich in wildlife habitat and could
potentially harbor wetland plant species,
be aware of any rare, threatened, or
endangered plant or animal species. Take
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care to protect sensitive species during
restoration activities.

3. Map the site: Prepare an existing conditions

sketch of the site that denotes important
features, including stream width, length,
stream bank condition, adjacent land uses,
stream activities, desired width of buffer,
discharge pipes, obstructions, etc.

Create a design that meets multiple
stakeholder objectives

a. Landowner objectives: Consider the
current use of the existing vegetation,
especially if the area will be protected by
the landowner in perpetuity. Determine
how the revegetated area  will
complement or conflict with existing and
probable future uses of the property.

b. Local objectives: Consider linking the
revegetated area to an existing or planned
green infrastructure system, which may
include trails, parks, preserves, and
wildlife habitat corridors. Evaluate how
the new vegetation could help achieve
local outdoor recreation goals.

c. Watershed objectives: Examine the local
watershed plan to identify goals related to
establishing native plants. Have goals
related to water quality been emphasized,
or is wildlife habitat of primary concern?
If no watershed plan has been prepared,
examine other regional resource or
recreation plans for reference to native
plantings.

Amend soil: In those sites where soils have
been disturbed, restore compromised soils by
subsoiling and/or adding a soil amendment,
such as compost. This will help in
reestablishing its long-term capacity for
infiltration and pollution removal.

Limit the development footprint as much as
possible, preserving natural site features, such
as vegetation and topography. In contrast to
turf, “natural forest soils with similar overall
slopes can store up to 50 times more

precipitation than neatly graded turf.”
(Arendt, Growing Greener, pg. 81) If lawns
are desired in certain areas of a site, they
should be confined to those areas with slopes
less than six percent.

Prairie restoration can reduce turf or create a
buffer between turf and forest. Meadow
buffers along forests help reduce off-trail
trampling and direct pedestrian traffic in
order to avoid “desire-lines” which can
further concentrate stormwater.

Prepare the site for a prairie planting by
weeding well before planting and during the
first year. Perennial weeds may require year-
long smothering, repeated sprayings with
herbicides, or repeated tillage with equipment
that can uproot and kill perennial weeds.

The site should be sunny, open, and well-
ventilated, as prairie plants require at least a
half a day of full sun.

Erosion prone sites should be planted with a
nurse crop (such as annual rye or seed oats)
for quick vegetation establishment to prevent
seed and soil loss. Steep slopes (25 percent or
steeper) and areas subject to water flow
should be stabilized with erosion blankets,
selected to mitigate expected runoff volumes
and velocities. Hydro-seeding is generally not
recommended for native species. There is
tremendous variation among seed suppliers;
choose seeds with a minimum percent of non-
seed plant parts. Native seed should also be
PLS (Pure Live Seed) tested by a third party
to gauge seed viability.

Converting turf grass areas to prairie requires
that all turf be killed or removed before
planting, and care taken to control weeds
prior to planting.

Forest restoration includes planting of tree
species, 12-18 inches in height, and shrubs at
18-24 inches, with quick establishment of an
appropriate ground cover to stabilize the soil
and prevent colonization of invasive species.
Trees and shrubs should be planted on eight-
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foot centers, with a total of approximately
430 trees per acre.

Reforestation can be combined with other
volume control BMPs such as retentive
berming, vegetated filter strips and swales.
Plant selection should mimic the surrounding
native vegetation and expand on the native
species already found on the site. A mixture of
native trees and shrubs is recommended and
should be planted once a ground cover is
established.

10. Ensure adequate stabilization, since native
grasses, meadow flowers, and woodlands
establish more slowly than turf. Stabilization
can be achieved for forest restoration by
establishing a ground cover before planting of
trees and shrubs. When creating meadows, it
may be necessary to plant a fast growing nurse
crop with meadow seeds for quick stabilization.
Annual rye can be planted in the fall or spring
with meadow seeds and will establish quickly
and usually will not present a competitive
problem. Erosion prone sites should be planted
with a nurse crop and covered with weed-free
straw mulch, while steep slopes and areas
subject to runoff should be stabilized with
erosion control blankets suitable for the
expected volume and velocity of runoff.

11. Prepare a landscape maintenance plan that
identifies weeding plans, mowing goals,
irrigation needs, and trimming of herbaceous
perennials or key tree specimens, as needed.

Maintenance

Local land conservancies are excellent resources
when considering the long-term stewardship of the
area. If a site has critical value, a local conservancy
may be interested in holding a conservation
easement on the area, or may be able to provide
stewardship services and assistance. Wild Ones
(www.for-wild.org/) is a national organization with
local chapters which may also provide stewardship
resources.

Applying a carefully selected herbicide (Roundup®
or similar glyphosate herbicide) around the
protective tree shelters/tubes may be necessary,

reinforced by selective cutting/manual removal, if
necessary. This initial maintenance routine is often
necessary for the first two to three years of growth
and may be needed for up to five years until tree
growth and tree canopy form, naturally inhibiting
weed growth. Once shading is adequate, growth of
invasive species and other weeds will be naturally
prevented, and the woodland becomes self-
maintaining. Survey the new woodland
intermittently to determine if replacement trees
should be provided. Keep in mind that some
modest rate of planting failure is usual.

Prairie management is somewhat more straightfor-
ward. A seasonal mowing or burning may be
required, although care must be taken to make sure
that any management is coordinated with essential
reseeding and other important aspects of meadow
reestablishment. In addition, burning needs to be
coordinated with the local fire department and
follow local regulations. In the first year, weeds
must be carefully controlled and consistently
mowed back to four to six inches tall when they
reach 12-18 inches in height.

In the second year, continue to monitor and mow
weeds and hand-treat perennial or rhizomatous
weeds with herbicide. Weeds should not be sprayed
with herbicide if the drift from the spray may Kill
large patches of desirable plants; weeds will most
likely move in to these new open areas. If
necessary, controlled spot herbicide applications
may be used to treat invasive plants if the
treatments can be completed without damage to off-
target vegetation.

A prescribed burn should be conducted at the end of
the second or beginning of the third growing
season. If burning is not possible, the prairie should
be mowed very closely to the ground instead. If
possible or practical, the mowed material should be
removed from the site to expose the soil to the sun.
This helps encourage rapid soil warming which
favors the establishment of “warm season” plants
over “cool season” weeds. Long-term maintenance
should incorporate burning or mowing on a two to
five year cycle to minimize woody species growth
while encouraging development of the native prairie
species.
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Stormwater Functions and

Calculations

Volume and peak rate

Native revegetation will lower runoff volume and
peak rates by lowering the runoff coefficient (i.e.,
curve number). Designers can receive runoff
reduction recognition based on the square feet of
trees or shrubs being added. Proposed trees and
shrubs to be planted under the requirements of these
BMPs can be assigned a curve number (CN)
reflecting a woodlot in “good” condition associated
with the pre-development underlying soil layer for
an area of 200 square feet per tree or the estimated
tree canopy, whichever is greater. For shrubs, the
area should be 25 square feet per shrub. Calculation
methodology to account for this BMP is provided
under LID Approach in Post-Construction Water
Quality Management Chapter of Technical
Standards.

Water quality improvement

Landscape restoration using native species (which
includes minimizing disturbance and maintenance),
improves water quality preventively by minimizing
the application of fertilizers and pesticides.
Avoiding this nonpoint pollutant source is an
important water quality objective.

Cost estimates for various aspects of native
landscaping, including material and installation
costs, are the following:

e $1,000-$2,500/acre for prairie installation
or woodland understory installation

e $1,800-$2,600/acre for bare-root tree
installation (10-foot spacing)

e $10-$20/plant for gallon-potted native

perennial

e $2.50-$3.50/plant for plug-sized native
perennial

e $250-$400/tree for balled-and-burlap tree
installation

Costs for meadow re-establishment are lower than
those for woodland, largely due to the need for tree
installation. Again, such costs can be expected to be

greater than installing a conventional lawn (seeding
and mulching), although installation cost
differences diminish when conventional lawn
seeding is redefined in terms of conventional
planting beds.

Cost differentials grow greater when longer term
operating and maintenance costs are taken into
consideration. If lawn mowing can be eliminated, or
even reduced significantly to a once per year
requirement, substantial maintenance cost savings
result, often in excess of $2,000-$3,000 per acre per
year.

If chemical application (fertilization, pesticides,
etc.) can be eliminated, substantial additional
savings result with use of native species. These
reductions in annual maintenance costs resulting
from a native landscape re-establishment quickly
outweigh any increased installation costs that are
required at project initiation. The aesthetic, water
guality, and environmental protection benefits of
native landscaping are clear. Nonetheless,
implementation is often hindered because parties
paying the higher up-front costs (usually the
developer) are different than the parties reaping the
benefits of reduced maintenance costs. Overcoming
this impediment involves recognizing that native
landscaping is another part of the “infrastructure”
that communities must build into design in order to
achieve the desired outcome of appearance and
water quality protection.
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Criteria to receive runoff reduction recognition for Native Revegetation

To receive runoff reduction recognition for native revegetation under a location regulation, the following criteria
must be met:

[0 Area is protected by clearly showing the limits of disturbance on all construction drawings and
delineated in the field.

Area to receive runoff reduction recognition for trees is 200 square feet per tree or the estimated tree
canopy, whichever is greater.

Area to receive runoff reduction recognition for shrubs is 25 square feet per shrub.

Area is located on the development project.

Area has a maintenance plan that includes weeding and watering requirements from initial installation
through ongoing maintenance.

OooOo 4d

Designer/Reviewer Checklist for Native Revegetation

ITEM Pﬁge YES | NO | N/A NOTES
Avoidance of stormwater concentration as much as _
practical?
Soil erodibility considered? 6
Slope considered and appropriate? 6
Existing and surrounding vegetation assessed,
including desirable, sensitive, and non-native 5
species?
Site mapped? 5

Does the design meet all stakeholder objectives,
including storm-water, habitat, aesthetics, and 5
timeframe for establishment?

Does the soil require amendment? 6
Erosion control matting, compost blankets, etc.

. 6
provided as needed?
Feasible construction process and sequence? --
Short and long-term maintenance accounted for and 7

plan provided?
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